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“IT I8 A HOLY AND 4
WHOLRESOME THOUGHT"

For many years the most promin.
ent, perhaps, of Protestant divines in
the Englich-speaking world was Dr,
R. J. Oampbell of the City Temple,
London. Te eccupy the pulpit of
the City Temple is to hold a pre em-
inent plase in British Nonecon-
formity. Hence the popular desig-
nation of Dr, Campbell as the Non-
oconformist Archbishop. Though
born and reared a free churchman
he was, a8 & young man, about to
take orders in the KEstablished
Church, reverting, however, from
concientious motives to the faith of
his ohildhood before ordination,
Long an outstanding flgure in Eng-
land, he twice visited the United
States and Canada.

He waudered far from real Chrigti-
anity through the vagaries of * The
New Theology " but is apparently
returning to his Father's house.
A short time ago he was recsived
and reordained by the Church of
England where he will find himseli
closer to Cathoelic doctrine and praoc-
Sice and, compared with the chaos of
the new theology, feel for a time
somewhat of that security which in
ite fulness is found ouly in the living
Church founded by Jesus Christ and
guided by the Holy Spirit of God,

Whether it is the sincere mind in-
stinctively recognizing the beauty
and truth of Catholic faith and vrac-
tice or whether it is the grace of God
leading him to the fulnees of truth
we hazard no epinion. But we shall
place before our readers some of Dr.
Campbell’s reflections on his experi-.
ences as an army chaplain where he
was thrown into intimate contact
with the living Catholic faith.

In a recent Sunday number of the
Chicago Examiner Dr. Campbell
gives consideration to some special
points raised by readers of pievious
articles,

One writer says that in his beart
he always believed in prayers for the
dead but had always been taught
that it was both useless and wrong,
impious, even, as questioning the
decrees of God ; and asks Dr, Camp-
bell to treat the matter more fally,

It may be better to give the anawer
in Dr. Campbell’s own words :

“I wish the writer of this letter
could have seen what I saw yester
day. It will be long past the date
before these words are printed, but
yesterday was what the French call
“The Day of the Dead.”

“Near where I am staying is a
fairly large church, and in and out of
this, all day long, the stream of wox-.
shippers has been pouring without
intermission, They are still doing it
fo-day, though in & somewhat less
degree, and they will keep on doing
i while the war lasts. Yesterday
was All Souls’ Day, to give it its
ecclesinstioal designation in England,
a8 elsewhere throughout Christen-
dom ; but here, especially in view of
the war, it seems to mean something
very much more rare and comfort-
ing than it does to most of us at
homae.

“What a yawning gult ordinary
Protestantiem makes bet ween the
living and the dead to be sure |—
or, rather, between those still in
the flesh and those who have done
with it. Not eo the devout Catho-
lie, simple-minded, earnest and
sincere.

“To him, to her, the beloved who
has passed through the portals of
death has not passed beyond the
renoh of loving care and tender
sympathy.

“1 sat in the church for a good
while and watched those people
come and go. It was an experience
never to be forgotlen. All were in
mourning ; all had lost some one
near and dear sither on the battle.

fleld o» in the ordinary course of
nature.

" There wers no young men pres-
ent; they were all at the front. There
were plenty of old men, eld soldiers
many of them looked, stamping
bravely along with military stride
and bearing ; old women leaning on
sticke ; gray haired matrons with
weeping eyes ; young widows oarry-
ing their babies or leading thelr little
children by the hand ; boys in their
teens, some oi ihem already in sol-
dier's garb or what approximated
thereto ; girle, troops of them, with
subdued and reverent mien,

" Most were kneeling before the
dimly-lighted altar. Some of them,
the veterans especially, stood ereoct,
theix lips silently moving in devoted
entreaty to the Holy Presence they
belizved to be there before their
eyes. For it ehould not be forgotten
that to these people, in the expoei-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, is
vouchsafed a visual revelation of the
actaal presence of the Lord Christ
Himself, Who shall say they are
wrong ?

“Since the war began I have realized
in Frenoh churches as I never did
before, the devotional value, the
practical helpfulness, of the reser-
vation of the sacrament of the
altar, It makes all the difference
between a dead building and a
place that is & sanctuary indeed,
wherein worshippers feel that they
are in immediate contact with the
supernatural and divine.

“What a pioture it was! One
wished an artist could have been
present to seize and perpetuate it.
It grew dark; there was a storm
raging outside and had been all
day, but it seemed to have made no
difference to the numbers present
There was one candle, and one
{ oandle only, to light the gloom, and
| that was placed on the floor at the
]luut of the altar steps. The lamps
| glimmering in the chancel above it
! eupplied the only additional illamin.
ation there was.

“Here und there one caught a
quick breath, a murmur, a fob, a
sigh as the feelings of the bereaved
became wrought to a pitch of inten-
gity.

“There was no other sound but
that of feet passing softly to and fro
a3 individuals entered or lett the
church. Now and then a faint gleam
would fall upon & rapt, upiurned face
—for the worshippers were kneeling
anywhere, not in serried ranks, but
in the nigles, near the doors, on the
ground close up to the altar itself—
—anywhere—all in black, all silent,
all praying with one set purpose, one
intention of love and faith,

“It was impossible to be there with-
out being moved by it. There
was a strange unearthly power
in the very atmospheres.

“Would any one tsll me that the
exercise upon which these people were
engaged was all in vain, that Heaven
neither desired nor heeded it, and
that the trust and affestion that
prompted it were utterly deluded as
to the object they sought to achieve ?

“Be it remembered, this, after all
is the faith of the mejority of
Christendom, the faith that the com-
munion of :aints still continues after
the shock of death, It has antiquity
on ite side, and though greatly
abused in pre Reformatior daym
satisfles such a natural instinct and
is such a solace o the bsreaved,
that it ie a pity Protestants every-
where should not be encouraged to
return to it forthwith,

“Our dead mre not gone far ; they
have only bsgun on the other
side where they left off here, If
they needed us before they need
us, now, and we nesd them.

“The body as the medium of com-
munication is struck away, but that
is all. Thought, feeling, memory,
goodwill are all what they were be-
fore—perhaps even stronger, for the
clog of the flesh is gone and the
spiritual can go straighter to its
mark,

“I! we oan help one another by
prayer while we amre still on the
physical plane, there is no renson,
either in logic or the nature of
things, why we should not continue
to do 80 even more effectually when
some of us have done with the body
and passed out of sight,

“Denth i8 only a bend in the road
of life.”

There is nothing new here for the
Catholio, no new light on that mos?
beautiful of all the beautiful ex.
erciees of Christian charity—prayer
for the dead ; there is no widening
of the Catholic vision opened up by
the glorious privilege of the Com.
munion of Saints,

Indeed Dr. Oampbell's eloquent

heauty of Oatholic practice will sug
west to the Catholic the very words
in which the Oatechism simply and
diveotly states the Catholic doctrine
in question :

Q. Oan the souls in Pargatory be
relleved by our prayers and other
good works ?

A, Yed; being childven of God,
and still membess of the Church,
they share in the communion of
eainte ; and the Scripture says, it is ¢
holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the dead that they may be loosed
Jrom their sing, (11, Mace, xii, 46.)

And again,

Q. Is it lawtul to recommend our-
selves to the eainte and to ask their
prayers ?

Yes ; o8 it is o lawful and very
pious practice to sek the prayers of
our tfellow.creatures on earth, and
to pray for them. (I Thess, v. 25 ;
St. James v, 16; Zach, 1. 12; 2 Mace.
xv. 12 ; Apoe. I, 4.

And Dr. Campbell :

"It we can help one another by
prayer while we are still on the
phyeical plane, there is no reason
either in logic, or in the nature ef
things, why we should pot continue
to do so even more effectually when
some of us have doune with the body
and passed out of sight,”

Therxe ie & sense in which beauty
and truth are convertible terme, and
many are led through appreciation
of the beauty ef Catholic devotion to
the truth on which that devotion is
based. Though few have recognized
the beauty and remsonableness of
the Oatholic interpretation of the
Communion of Saints with the cour.
age and eincerity of the great
preacher whom we have quoted, yet
there ie abundant evidence that
gentle and simple, learned and ignor.
ant, have more or less dimly dis-
cerned the truth under the beauty of
Catholic devotion during the pre
judice-destroying experiences of the
Great War,

THRE RRVIVAL OF RELIGION
IN FRANCE

Not once in a while, nor from those
with whom the wish might be father
to the thought, but continuously trom
all conceivable sources comes the
steady stream of evidenoce of the
wonderful and significant revival ot
religion in France,

Mr, C. F. Bertelli, in the London
Free Press, in the third of a series
of articles inspired by a tour of the
French front, atter saying that ad-
vanced Socialistic ideas have bsen
badly hit by the war, writes thus of
religion :

" On the other hand, Roman Cath-
oliciem, which previous to the war
was almost & dead letter in France,
has made wonderful strides. The
same must be eald of other religions,
theugh the change in tais oase ig of
minimum importance apsart from the
tendency which it illustrates, because
of the small perJentage of worship.
pers outeide of the Catholie pale.

" Sech are the absolute facts sus.
tained by all the evidenee of my tour.
They are confirmed and supplement
ed, not only by priests and Cathelie
officers, but also by officers of the
fignting force and intellectual soldiers
serving in the ranks who cannot be
suspected of bias.”

While accepting My, Bertelli’a evi-
dence on the actual conditions ag they
came under his observation during
his tour, we may discount his opin.
ion as to the religions condition
before the War,

Ever since the separation of Church
and Stalte the revival of religion has
been attested by a hundred compe-
tent witnesses. Let us quote again
the Head Master of E:on who said
on Nov. 23, 1918, preachizg in West-
minster Abbey, that the Catholie re
vival in France, if it continuee, is
“the most momentous event ocour-
ring in Earope for at least a cen-
tury.”

The War has given a marvellous
impetus tc that revival, and perhaps
it still remains the mos) momentouns
event of the centary in European
history, in spite of the fact, that the
War which has eince supervened is in
itself of tremendous moment,

Again Mr, Bertelli :

8o far a8 religious principles are
oconcerned, the wondertu! behavior of
the priests on the battleflold has
done away entirely with that con-
tempt which ths masses were wont
to have for the ministers of churches.
Everywhere these Catholie chaplaing,
armed only with their faith and ani-
mated by a wonderful spirit of saeri-
flee, have provoked the admiration of
unbelievers as well as of the soldiers
of sll oreeds.”

Two things are of immeasarable
consolation to Catholics. The separ-
ation of Church and State was de
signed to kill the iufluemoce of the
Ohuroh in France. It was to be the
coup de grace. It was in reality
the immediate ocoasion of renmewed

and heartfelt appreciation of .h.‘lue and inoreased influence of the

Church throughout every stratum of
the French national 1ite,

Some years previously the abroga-
tion of the exemption of clerios from
military service wag confidently ex-
pected to kill sacerdotal vocations,
The curé sac au dos wag the special
objsct of eneering anti-olerioal ridi-
oule.

Now when the greaf sham- destroy
ing War sees over 20000 priests in
every rank and in every service sub-
limely patriotio, sublimely heroic and
sublimelyselt sacrifleing, anticlerionl-
ism realizes that it has with abeolate
effectiveness defeated its own ends.
The last authentic records show
1,875 deathe among the liberty-lov.
ing priests of France, ‘ Greater love
than this no man hath” Never
again will anticlericalism be able to
raige its head in France. It is hoist
with its own petard. It is dead.
Jam foetet,

And so out of evil gomes good. It
is one reason why we may hope that
out of the great evil of the great
War great good may come.

THE HOLY 8HE AND PRACH

It is, perhaps, worth while to warn
our renders againet the absurd and
often contradictory ramors regarding
peace overtures by the Holy See.
To manyof these no well informed
Catholic would give a moment's
eredence.

There is not a doubt in the world
that the Vatioan is inflnitely better
informed as to the posgibility, the ad.
vieability and the opportuneness of
peacenegotiations taan theauthorsof
the despatshes which find their way
into our papers.

Those papers which discuss the
“temporal power” in this conunepotion
can hardly realize how supremely
silly they make themselves. Though
the War, by demonetrating its neces-
sity, has b -ought measurably nearer
the eolution of the vital question of
the independence of the Holy See,
and that without any regard to the
issue of the War,

THR RBV.DR. OGORMAN

We publish again this week a
patriotic sermon by Dr, O'Gorman of
Ottawa who has been for some years
a valued if occasional contributor to
our columns., The sermons pub.
lished last week and this week we
should like our readers to preserve.
It was a somewhat singular coin-
cidence that our own editorial treat-
ing of the matter of enlistment not
80 much a8 a patriotic duty as an
obligation of conscience for Catholics,
and Father O'Gorman’s first sermon
should, without a word written or
spoken betwean us, treat of the same
subject in the same sense.

Father John O'Gorman is an
ideal young Canadian priest. His
parents wers in easy circumstancss
and < Father John was free to
pursue his studies in prepar.
afien for the priesthood in
more favorable cirgumatanges than
has been the case generally with
priests of the older generation. He
has what is best in the culture of
Germany. He is a Gwmlie scholar,
reading, writing aad speaking the
language of our cultured ancestors.
An enthugiastic Gmlic Leaguner he
spent many vacationg in the Irish
speaking districts of Ireland. He
sfud ed also in Rime and there |
acquired the language of Italy. We
shoa!d not, perhaps, risk this out-
spoken praise of his scholarly at'ain-

meadls, his thoroughly Irish affilia.
tions, and his typical Canadian
patriotiem, had we not read in the
daily press that he is going to the |
front. May he come back. We need |
a whole lot of Father John O'Gor-'
man’s in Canada. And we have so
fow.

God be with you, Father John, and
bring yoa eafely back to us enriched !
with the experiences of the Great
War.

NOTES AND COMMBENTS

THE PRESBYTERIAN brackets John
Knex with Savonarola in some
vap d refl ctions upon religion and
the nations. It would ke hard to
imagine & grosser insult to the
memory of the great Florentina re.
former,

THRY HAVE, IT seems, been ereot-
ing a faslet in a Montreal Presby-
terian ehurch to the memory of the
apostate Chiniquy, and several
loquacious preachers utilized the
ocoasion $o0 boost that unfortunate
and unsavory individual into a top-
most place in the Presbyterinn Hall
of Fame. One speaker likened him
to “the great apostle,” and another
sald that he was "one of the greatest
Cavadians who has lived.” None of

| Catholie.”

|ﬁhem. however, had a word to say

about the last end of the unhappy
man who ie enid to have made night
hideous with his ories for the priest
whom his “friends” would not allow
him to see. Poor Chiniquy, the
least kindness such friends could
now de to him, or to themselves,
would be to allow his name and his
memory to lapse into ¢blivion, * |

Mg HinAire Belloo believes that
there is a growing tendency in the |
modern industrial world towards the
ve-introduction of forced labour, |
which he designates as a sort of
attenuated slavery., The only abid.
ing check to such & movement he
holds to be the Catholic Chureh.
The Church has fought the battle of
the workingman in every age and in
every crigis through which the in-
dustrial world has passed, and she
may be depended upon not to relax
her vigilance in the contests of the
future. Justice ns between man
and man, and class and class is im-
perishably en.blazoned wupen her
standard.

THAT THE ineradicable barbarity
of the Turk as exemplified by his
age-long treatment of the Axmenians
and other subjsct races has not failed
to proflt by the example of the Ger-
man reign of terror in Belginm and
Poland, is evidenced by the stories
told by Armenian refugees and pris-
oners of War. For example: The
Bishop of Sivas, as related by & Reu-
ter's correspondent, was exiled to &
dietant place. “He is an old man,”
8aid the Vali, “and the head of the
Armeniang of this district. So ns a
mark of honor and out of respect for
his years and his office, we must |
8ee that he does not go barefooted.” |
Accordingly, ke gave instructions to |
shod the old man with iron shoes like 1
a horse, which was done.

"I was an |
eye w.tnees,” gaid the narrator, ‘of |
this cruel deed.” May it bring much |
unction to the soul of the U@rz.vnu;
War lord ! |

AN INCIDENT of priestly “revenge” |
was told some time ago by a writer |
in the Cathelic Standard. An old |
priesl in a mountaia village in t.baj
Vosges, who had nothing but charity |
for the whole worid, was neverthe. |
less inexorable in denouncing and |
suppressing abuses, Cuuseqven:lyl‘
he made some enemies, one of whom |
waylaid and shot him, inflicting a |
wound from which he died in a few |
days. In the meantime, however, he
had made a will, leaving everything
he owned to the children of his mur-
derer, who were pratioally orphaned
by their tather's deed. For he was
condemned to imprisonment for life.

THE RECTOR of Trinity Chureh,
New York, the Rav. W. T. Manning,
writes in the ocurren! number
of the Constructive  Quarterly
an article on the much vexed
question of Christian Unity. The
article though desoribed as un.
compromisiag from the High Angli- !
can standpoint, is mccepted by the |
denominational journals as being an |
equitable statement of the ease and

| “tairly repelling tha charge of incon-

sistency,” and tending to “clear the |
air.”

De. MANNING deflaitely repudiates

| Protestantism as an attribute of the |

Episcopal Church, She includes in |
her fold, he says, many who have |
strong Protestant tendencies, aund
she has many interests and aims in
common with Protestantism, but
“her own faith and order i
are fundamentally and definitely
“Her distinetive beliefs,”
he furiher avers, “are those which
have been held and taught by the
Catholic Church throughout she
world since the aposiles’ days.”
Likewise, the Apostolic Succession,
and the dootrine of the Priesthood
involved therein, is not a mere view
or opinion of the High Church party,
but, “ise a matter of the Church's
mest distinot and essential teaching
a8 appears in her authoritative form.
ularies.”

TaEsE “viEws" of Dr, Manning's
(for, in spite of him, they are classed
a8 mere “views” by hisg non-episco-
pal critics,) are accepted as a “frauk”
and ‘“consistent” statement of the
Angliean position, though, at the
same time he is reminded that there
“is another sohool within the Epis-
copal Church whose views are not se
extreme.” In view of them, how-
ever, The Presbyterian, for one,
agress with Dr. Manning thad it is
hopeless at the present time to think
of including ite Angliean friends in
any pratioal movement towards
union,

| mountailn

Bur wry, after all, so hopeless ?

but a section of Anglican ox Episco-
pal churehmen, and despite his
asseveration to the contrary the

Church of Eogland is hlltorionlly.'
eonstitubionally, essentially and bope- |

lessly Protestant. To assert other
wige, a8 advanced ritualists sre so
fond of doing in our day, is to fly in
the teeth of both history and com-
mon sense, and when High church.
men as & body sre tired of playiog

| with antiquity they will be quite

willing to accept the insvitable and
take their place in the ranks with
their Protestant brethren of other
secta.

'I‘m:h'u'x:mramnaut—thntia,thcao
who, like Newmaa, Allies, Rivington
and a host of others who were not
afraid to look ant qaity in the face
frankly and abide by the conce
quences—will fiad their way into the
one Oatholic Church where alone
unity can be realized. Lot us hope
that Dr, Manning is one of theee, and
tha) when he can sufficiently pene
frate the veil which deludes him
into the idea that the Church of
England has any " authoritative
formularies,” or that there is any.
thing “ distinctive " or “ definite
about her; or that she has by any
conceivable test any part in the Cath.
olic Chureh of the ages, he will not
hestitate to range himself on the
right side. " The Catholic Church,”
he #ays, “is one and indivisible ; there
ought not to be and there cannot be
separafe ehurshes of men's making.”
Is there any institation in the world
more esgentially man-made than the
Church of England ?

ON THE BATTLE LINE

.
The gallant little army of the
Kingdom of Monte egro
has at length succumbed to the Aus-
trian The

forees.

posgession of

Mount Loevecen not only makes the

magnificent barbor of Cattaro a safe
Austrian naval base bu$ goes far to

give a predominant position in the | I

Adriatio,

The Syrian campaign which at one
time placed Bagdad almost in the
graep of the Bridish forces has be-
come clouded,. We know that the
British were driven back to Kut-el-
Amara and there for a time were in
a dangerous position. Then we were
told that the British relief coiumn
were driving before them the Turks
who were sent to intercept them and
had reached a point within twenty-
five miles of Kut.el-Amara. Singe
that time there has been an ominous

| silence with regard to operations in

this sphere.

M. GEORGES CLEMENCEAU

M. Georges Clemenceau has been
at the French front in company with
two members of the Senatorial Army
Commission. His message to the
world on his retarn is “coafldence,
and still more coafidence.” M,
Clemenceau found ab the front, “from
the highest chief, bending over his
maps, tc the humblest soldier at his
lietening post in & sea of mud, a
magnificent unanimity of resolution,

] superior toall weskening influences.”

This message is all the more welcome
because Cl:menceau is not a word
painter, He deals plaia y with friend
and foe. France is going to stick it
out just me Britain is with dogged
endurance.

THE CZAR OF RUSSIA
The Czar of Russia, too, has
bean declaring the intention of hig
peopls bo see the joo through., Ia a
New Year's message to bis troops
he says: " Our beloved Russia can
not be agsured of her independence
and her rights, cannot ecvjoy the
fruits of her labors or develop her
resources unless a decisive vistory ia
gRained over the ememy. Lot i,
therefore, be impressed on your
minds and consciences that there
ean be no peace without vietory.
However great the suffering, and
however numerous the victims the
struggle may cost. us, we must bring

victory to our mother country,

IF ITALY IS INDIFFERENT

If Italy is indifferent to the fafe
of Montenegro France is still on the
Job. An official report was icciiad at
Paris lnst night, on the strength of a
sta'ement from the Itallan Naval
Ministry, announeing that the French
submarine Foucault had attacked
and sunk an Austrian oraiser mnear
Oattaro on Tharsday, The vessel
was of the Novara type of scou s, of
which there arefour. These vessels
bave adisplacement of 8 884 tons and
earry nine 389 inoh guns. If the
crew went down the loss of life would
be about 850 men. The Austrian
flaet on the Dalmatian const has besn
materially strengthened of late, with
the intention of hindering the trans.
port of men and materials by the
Allies to the Albanian theatre of
operations,

SEMI-OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The semi-officisl announcement of
a tightening ot the British blockade
of Germany through the holding up
of sargoer of food and supplies des-
tined, in the firet place, for Dutoh,

| much disguecion as to the probable
attitude of the United States Gov-
| ernment in view of the fact that
most of the shipments te these
| countries are from United States
poris, The Bpectator, ovne of ghe
most powerful of British journals of
opiuion, puté the case very plainly
when it says : "Germany s & be.
eleged nation, and we srs the be
slegers. That is the loog and the
short of the matter., Te imagine
that we are going to raise the
slege or maintain it L 1] )
bloodetained sham because of the
geograph.cal differences of which
we have spoken 18 utterly to misread
the character of the British people,
They are no more going to garrender
to & punctilio of teie kind than the
Government of the North would have
sarrendered to it during the
civil  war,” Woen the large
volume of supplies now reash-
ing Germany through neutral porteie
cut cff there will be n wild clamor
from the German agents in the United
States and doubtless mueh tslk of
reprigals, but it Germany wants food-
siuffs and supplies from abroad she
will bave to send her fleet to make
toe ocean highway sate for them,—
Tuae Toronto Globe, Jan, 15,

e —

T. P. O'CONNOR’'S
LETTER

SLOWLY BUT STEADILY THE
ALLIES GAIN THE BALANCE
OF ADVANTAGES
S
LORD DERBY 8 AMBITIONS
Special Cable to Tue Catsoric Recorp
(Copyright 1916, Central News)
London, Jan. 15,—S8teadily if slow-
ly, the balance of military advant.
ages continues to ewiog to the side
of the Allieg, the long stalemate on
the Eastern front is now deflaitely
ended. The Raes ans, thanks to the
supplies of munit one flowing in from
Japan and Americo, are pusaing for

Waid vigorously In bukowina

Tne Austro Germans have gathered
in great forceto repel the ndvance but
are steadily being pushed back, The
fighting is extremely flerce, as is it to
be expected cousidering the great
gtake 1nvolved in theee counflicte,

If the drive ends succees ully for
Ruseia, Roumania w.ll protasly ag

AEn slde with ihe Allies, which
turn would profoundly affect
Greece. The fear of this flads ex
pregsion in the German press aond is
also svidenced by the frantic aotivity
of the German agente,

There has a'so been severe fighting
in the Champagne district and in
Alsace where German aitacks have
been defeated with heavy losses to
the enemy.

Oa the other gide of the accaunt
stacds the Austriaa captare of the
Adriatic fortress of Lovohen from
the little army of the Moutenegrin
government. '[his is purely a local
sucosse which the Austrians must
quickly surrender 88 the Allies’ offen-
sive progresses on the main fronts.

Even the taciturn Gen, Jofire this
week allows himeelf to voice the
daily increasing eonfldenee of the
Allies in an interview wherein he
declares that he has indisputable
evidence that Germany's exhaustion
has already begun.

The domestic situation in England
is developing as we prophesied last
week. There is no mora conelusive
evidence of the unity ard the iron
determination of the nation than the
way in which the sompulsion bill, so
abhorrent to all British traditions,
has been received.

Mr. Acquith's personal assurance
of its neceseity and the extrsordin-
ary clever handlieg eof the situation,
has reduced Parliamentary opposi-
tion to insigoifieant proportions,
The Irish constituted the majority
of the apponents at the first reading
but, having regard for the smalluess
of the opposition of the British
members, have decided not to
interfere furthorin a purely British
matter since Ireland has been ex-
claded from the scope of the mens
ure.

Some important labor organiza.
tions are still hostile to tte passage
of the mot but it is expected that
most of them will be sppeased by
the assurances that nothing in the
nature of industrial compulsion is
contemplated. The readiness whers
with the differences on this hitherto
burniog question have been sunk so
&8 to strengthen the Government's
hands and present a united front to
the enemy is indeed astonighing and
hes already produced a remarkable
impresston on both the Allies and
their enemies,

It is impossible to say whither his
tremendous success as Organizer of
the new Recruiting movement will
take Lord Derby, He himself, with
his characteristio bluntaess, long sgo
proclaimed to the publie what his
ambitions were ; one was to win the
L'erby, the other to be Lord
Mayor of Liverpool and the third to
be Prime Minister. He did not, in
snnouncing these ambitions, con-
template being the flrst reoruiting
sergeant of his country, as the war
was 8till a remote and apparently in.
posgible event. If his final ambition
bhas a chance of realzatien at any
time, the chance is perhaps greatest
at this particalar epoch. The reason
I make this statement is not merely
because of his recent triumph, but
because of the singular and compli-
ocated condition of our Parliamentary
position. We have now got to the
point when it is very difsult to BAy
what will happen from week to week,
or it may be aeaid, from day o day
even. Though the certainty of the
floal victory remaine as strong as
ever amoang the British people, there

Dr, Manning, confessedly, represents | Danish and Swedish ports, has led to jare of ocourse moods of pessimism




