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The 
Week’s 
Anniversaries

THJS TBÜK WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHBONICLK.

/(By An Occasional Contributor.)

This has been a week fruitful 
general anniversaries; but we have 
so many important roasts at present, 
both local and 'belonging to the 
Church at large, that we need not do 
any more than indicate a few of the 
avente that are most important and 
the commemorations of which have 
fallen on some of the days of the 
week just elapsed.

Sunday last, the 13th December 
-was the anniversary of the birth of 
pope Sixtus V., which event took, 
place in 1521. On the same day, in 
the year 1545, the famous Council of 
Trent opened. Needless to» say that 
this forms one of the most import
ant events in the ecclesiastical his
tory of the world. It was on the 
13th December, 1654, that the Coun
ty of Tipperary was cleared of the 
last Irish family. The same date, in 
1862, took place the famous battle 
of Fredericksburg, one of the most 
fiercely contested of all the great 
battles of the American Civil War. 
In 1867, on the 13th December, was 
opened the Clerkenwell Exposition.

On the 14th December, in the year 
37, the notorious Roman tyrant and 
persecutor of the Christians, Nero, 
was born. We may add, in parenthe
sis, that one of our several contribu
tors is at this moment preparing an 
article on the “Life of Nero" that 
will l>e of great interest to our read
ers. In the year 402, on the 14th 
December. Pope Anastasius I. died. 
And it was on the same day of the 
month, in 1799, that George Wash
ington, the Father of American Inde
pendence, closed his grand and won
derful career in death. In 1819, 
the same date, the State of Alabama 
was admitted to the American Union.

On the 15th December, 882, Pope 
John VIII. died. In 1782, on the 
same date. Charleston was sacked by 
the British. In 1798, on the same 
date, Henry C. Carey was born. The 
great “Peace Convention," at Hart
ford, Conn., was commenced on the 
15th December, 1814. And two years 
ago, on the 15th December, 1901, 
Bishop Lenihan, of Cheyenne, de
parted this life.

On the 16th December, 1687, Sir 
William Petty died. The same day 
of the month, in 1773, was mad£ 
famous by the “Boston Tea Party," 
the first step taken in the direction 
of the breach that ended in the inde
pendence of the United States. On 
the 16th December, 1796, tho French 
■expedition, sailed from Bresfr. It was 
on the same date, in 1880, that Gen
eral Simon Bolivar, tho liberator of 
Peru. died. And in 1835, on the 16th 
December, New York was swept by 
the great fire that almost wiped out 
the entire city.

The 17th December is a day of 
many important anniversaries. On 
that day the great musician, Beetho
ven, died, in 1770. And on the same 
date, in 1778, Sir Humphrey Davy, 
the extraordinary scientific genius, 
was bom. Also was the American 
poet, John Greenleaf Whittier, bora 
on the 17th December, in the year 
1807. On the same date, in 1818, 
took place the capture of Fort Niag
ara by the British and Canadian 
forces. The Americans still persist 
in recalling the event a$ the "mas
sacre of Fort Niagara." On tho 17th 
December, 1884, the first railway in 
Ireland was opened. It was c short 
line from Dublin to Kingston, and 
for years it was the wonder and the 
talk of all the Island. On the same
date, in 1885, Bishop Krauthauer, 
Oreen Bay, Wis., died.

of

It was on the 18th December, 
1777, that Washington reached Val
ley Forgo. In a letter to the Presi
dent of Congress, dated the 23rd De
cember. 1777, speaks of the terrific 
sufferings endured by himself and his 
men at Valley Forge. It was the 
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constitution. It was also on the 
18th December, in the year, 1865, 
that the famous Thirteenth Amend
ment was ratified by the President 
of the United States, and that slav
ery was actually abolished. The ab
olition of slavery brought about the 
close of the war that for three long 
and bloody years had rent the North 
and the South in twain. No sooner 
was this great civilizing deed of 
emancipation done than the one who 
was prime mover in the whole mat
ter, the President of the United 
States, Lincoln, was laid low by an 
assassin's shot. Thus peace was pur
chased at a fearful cost.

IMPROPER PÜBLICIIÏ
(Translated for the True Witness.)

PRIEST TALKS 
TO UNITARIANS

A somewhat unusual scene was pre
sented at the conclusion of the regu
lar monthly dinner of the Wollaston 
Unitarian Club, Quincy, Mass., a few 
evenings ago, when there was intro
duced as the principal speaker the 
learned Jesuit priest of Boston, the 
Rev. Thomas I. Gasson, S.J., pro
fessor of ethics at Boston College.

The dinner was served in the v.-s- 
try of the Wollaston Unitarian 
Church. Th(s was the first time a 
Catholic clergyman had ever spoken 
in the edifice, although Catholic lay
man have spoken at the club’s din
ners. The address by Father Gasson 
was the first of a series of talks on 
“Essentials of Religion” which will 
be delivered the coming winter by 
clergymen of all denominations. Fa
ther Gasson’s special subject Mas 
“Essentials of Religion as Contained 
in the Catholic Faith.” He said in

The ties which bind nearly 265,- 
000,000 of human beings into a 
compact organization, living an act
ive, Vigorous life, must ever com
mand the consideration of intelligent 
observers.

“What are the links which so effec
tively unite the Catholic body that 
neither persecution from without nor 
treachery from within has ever l>een 
able to break; them? We may, for 
the sake of brevity, reduce them to 
four—the existence of a Supreme Be
ing as made known by the light of 
reason, the unfolding of .‘eligious 
truth as made by this Supreme Be
ing, that this revelation has been 
made through Christ and through 
those messengers who either prepar
ed the way for Christ or received 
their commissions for Him, and fin
ally the revelation finds its direct 
and adequate exposition in the teach
ings of the Catholic Church.

The Church claims to be not 
merely the depository of revealed 
truth, but the authoritative moral 
teacher and 'guide of humanity. She 
holds that the divine spirit has not 
suspended its action; that true reli
gious life is not a meshwork of acci
dent and of human motives, but the 
harmonious development, under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, of man s 
higher faculties along the lines of the 
loftiest spiritual perfection. For this 
man needs a teacher who will never 
fail, and this is what the Cnurch 
avers she is.”

Father Gasson was warmly ap
plauded at the close of his address, 
and afterward an informal reception 
was tendered him.

A LESSON.

There is a lesson, for young and 
old. in the following letter published 

The New World,” a Catholic 
newspaper of Chicago:—

While reading the last * New 
World’ I saw a letter written by one 
of the boys from this school, so 1 
thought I would write you a few 
Unes. I attend the Holy Name 
School and I am in fifth grade. We 
are taught by the Viatorian Bro
thers. Our teacher’s name is Bro. 
Brown, and he is well liked by all 
his pupils. I am studying arithme
tic. Bible history, spelling, catechism 
and grammar. We write a composi
tion once a month. Our brother of
ten speaks to us about our vocation, 
and when I am old enough I am go
ing to study for the priesthood. All 
the boys of our class wear old gold 
and blue ribbons. Hoping to see my 
letter in the ‘New World,' I am your 
devoted reader, Harry Quinn.

THE BEST MONUMENT.

A towering monument deceives no
body, not even the man whef ouilt it 
or the man who sleeps beneath it. A 
block of gjranlte is a cold pillow for 
the head to rest upon. Better a thou
sand tim|6, to rest in the sweet 
memories of those whom we loved 
and to whbm our lives have been a 
blessing, than to win a bronze or 

immortality by defrauding

,

Under this heading “La Semaine 
Religieuse" of Montreal has an ad
mirable page this week, and we feel 
that we are meeting the wishes of 
its writer and of the ordinary whose 
organ that publication is, by trans
lating it for the benefit of our read
ers. It runs thus:—

"In accord with the wishes express
ed by some friends of our review, we 
feel it a duty to publish, almost <in 
its entirety, the following article, 
which first appeared in the ‘Moniteur 
du Commerce, ' and which was after
wards reproduced in several of the 
daily papers. V

Tho article thus reproduced reads:—
“Have a police,..guardians of good 

morals?
“We are on the way to corrupting 

the physical portion of our youth, 
with the obscene cards and labels, 
that are distributed in a clandestine 
manner, from hand to hand, for the 
purpose of drawing attention to such 
and such a medicine. It is amongst 
our young boys, specially, that this 
distribution of dirty things takes 
place, the sole object of which is to 
stir up in them the animal passions 
and to drag them down to the low
est depths, mentally and physically. 
Some promoters push their cynicism 
to the point of signing their names 
to such abominations. The sales and 
profits due to such means can ‘only 
bring malediction upon a business; 
and our most ardent desire is to see 
those who make use of such means, 
as soon as possible, in the hands of 
justice, and that their business af
fairs may end in the most ignomini
ous bankruptcy.

“Have'we any guardians of moral
ity? One must have the moral sense 
very depraved to have so little re
spect for our young people. We all 
understand easily the daily tempta- 
tions that assail youth. But what we 
cannot understand, is the imbecility 
of those who, to advertise their tab
lets, tobacco, cigars, even laces and 
jewelry, make use of obscene pic
tures, revolting things that are put 
into the goods sold.

“If people want to advertise with 
effect, in an honorable manner, and 
with benefit to the merchant and the 
consumer, let them use the press, or 
pamphlets, or circulars; it does not 
cost any more, and it is more public 
and more moral. Canada has need o! 
strong, vigorous men to develop her 
unlimited resources; and, if, already, 
impure, hidden, insinuating, provoca
tive publication, advertising product
ive of the lowest vices, can be al
lowed amongst us, what arc we to 
expect of the coming generation?—It 
will be a generation, alas, of abor
tive, shattered slaves.

“We must respect our young men 
if wo wish them to be a source of 
national, strength later on, in every 
sphere of life; and above all must we 
keep* an eye upon this dangerous 
clandestine advertising. Have we no 
police who have the guardians of our 
morals?"

This is plain, outspoken, and to 
the point, and we hope that it will 
get still further publicity. For our 
part we rejoice in the opportunity of 
circulating still farther such a timely 
and honorable article. Protect our 
youth for the sake of the future gen
erations.

Catholicity in 
The Philippines,

and altogether are of a superior race. 
The main difficulty to be met arises 
from the complete change from the 
old to the new conditions. Instead 
of the Church being an arm of the 
government, the Church in the Phil
ippines now expects nothing more 
than is expected in Utica—fair treat
ment to all and no favoritism. With 
this condition assured—and I believe 
it is—the future of Catholicism in the 
Philippines is sate. Bishop Rooker, 
of the diocese of Jaro, is in charge 
of tho district next to the westward 
of Cebu. His headquarters will be 
about 150 miles from mine.

“The great -navigator Magellan 
who was the first to circumnavigate 
the globe and who, on his second 
tour, went to Cebu and met death 
at the hands of a native chieftain 
while trying to settle a tribal quar
rel, is buried in Cebu. The cross 
which be planted as a symbol that 
the lands were under the sovereignty 
of Spain and the Catholic Church, 
has been preserved and is kept in the 
Cathedral of Cebu.

The Bishop's Cathedral and pal
ace at Cebu are remarkably beautiful 
and the climate is the best in the 
Philippines, much preferable to that 
of Manila."

THE VIRTUE
OF ECONOMY.

"I did not expect to get a cent 
from you," said a lady who had 
gone to ask of John Murray a con
tribution for a benevolent purpose, 
and received $100. “You blew out 
one of the candles by which you were 
writing when I came in."

“It is by practicing economy that 
(I save up money with which to do a 
charitable act," was the reply; “one 
candle is enough to talk by."

If we look closely at the,, lives of 
most philanthropists, and those who 
have acquired considerable fortunes, 
we shall find that they are now, 
were, in a position to give largely, 
or to carry out great enterprises, be
cause they never lighted, or else they 
constantly practiced the habit of 
blowing out waste candles.

The people of Peabody, Mass., tell 
many anecdotes of the great philan
thropist for whom the town v 
named, showing that he never burn
ed two candles when only one was 
needed. Extravagance was to him e 
sin, which he, in the smallest things, 
ayoided. Lydia Maria Child was 
never appealed to for any worthy ob
ject in vain. Her response was ever 
hearty and munificent for one with 
her comparatively small means, and 
yet she turned envelopes which had 
been used, that she might use them 
again, and, in every possible in
stance, snuffed out the unneeded 
candle.

Emerson used to relate an anec
dote of a rich business man who, 
when approached for a contribution 
for charity, was found admonishing 
a clerk for using whole wafers, when 
only half wafers were needed. When 
he had finished the admonition, he 
turned to the caller, heard his story, 
and subscribed $500. When his visit- 
or expressed surprise that a man 
who readily gave so large a sum 
should be so particular about expen
diture in wafers, the merchant said : 
“It is by saving in half wafers, and 
attending to such little things, that 
I have now something to give."

Cost of Panama Caul.

JESUIT MARTYRS.

Bishop Kendrick, the newly ap
pointed head of the diocese of Cebu, 
Philippine Islands, will soon start 
for tho archipelago. He talked of his 
new see to a representative of the 
Utica, N.V., “Observer" last week.

“The diocese of Cebu," he sai.l, 
“wh,ch, by the way, means Jesus, is 
located in the southern and eastern 
portion of the Philippine archipel
ago. There are about twenty-five is
lands in the diocese, with a Catholic 
population of 1,745,000 people. This 
is seventeen times larger than the 
diocese of Syracuse, and its has 250,- 
000 more souls than the archdio
cese of New York. In the Syracuse 
diocese there are a^out 100 priests, 
while in Cebu there are 450, and this 
is only about one-fourth of the num
ber that is needed. The diocese is 
well, provided with churches and has 
among its other properties a college 
for women of the same grade as Vaa
sa r and Wellesley.

“The people are, as a body, of su
perior intelligence and, probably, on 
the whole, are as well educated as 
the people of New York, according 
to their social j*ank. They are court
eous, hospitable and fine musicians.

Two Hungarian Jesuits, Revs. Ste
phen Pongracz, S.J., and Melchior 
Grodeczky, S.J., have just been de
clared beatified by Pope Pius X. 
They were martyred during the reli
gious persecution at Kashun in 1619. 
The process of their beatification was 
begun under Pope Urban VIII. in 
1628. After a time it ceased for 
some reason, and was finally resum
ed in 1896 by Cardinal Vaszary. In 
June of this year the decree was is
sued, but the death of Leo XIII. de
layed its formal proclamation until 
now.

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

In Toledo, Ohio, on Thanksgiving 
Day Bishop Horstmann dedicated the 
nagnificent now school which has just 
been completed for St. Mary’s par
ish at a cost of $100,000. Speaking 
on that occasion, the Bishop said:—

“In my travels through Europe, 
and especially in France, Spain, Aus
tria and Italy, I have seen scores ol 
beautiful cathedrals. But here in 
this country we have something 
which is greater than those cathe
drals In our parochial schools. And 
there is the future. What the school 
is. that is what the parish will be. 
What good are fine churches if we 
have not people to fill them? All 
over this diocese we have beautiful 
schools filled with hard-working stu
dents. I would rather have the 
schools than fine cathedrals."

It is estimated that it will cost 
the United States $184,233,358 to 
acquire and complete the Panama 
canal, besides the amount to be paid 
to the government in control of the 
isthmus for tho concession.

Already there has been an im
mense amount of money and energy 
expended on the canal. It is safe to 
say that a sum more than sufficient 
to dig a waterway from ocean to 
ocean at sea level has been collected 
from investors at different times in 
its history.

When De Lesseps organized the first 
company in 1880 for the construc
tion of the canal, it started work 
with a paid up capital of $60,000,- 
000. For eight years the company 
toiled, employing at times as many 
as 16,000 men. Then came a neces
sity for changing the plans and the 
company failed, after having collect
ed in round figures from the sale of 
stocks and bonds $260,000,000. Of 
this it was shown that the expendi
tures actually made on the isthmus 
amounted to $156,400,000, and that 
tho cost of excavation and embank
ment proper was $88,600,000. The 
ultimate cost was then estimated at 
$174,600,000. For several years an 
effort was made to capitalize a new 
corporation to complete the work, 
and at last, in 1894, the present 
Panama Canal Company was organ
ized with a paid up capital of $13,- 
000,000. Since that time work has 
advanced at the rate of about 1,- 
200.000 cubic yards of excavation 
each year.

The total amount of excavation up 
to the present has been about 81,- 
000,000 cubic yards. Unfortunately 
only about 40,000,000 cubic yards 
of this is available for the waterway 
proposed in 1899-1900 by the Canal 
Commission, of which Rear Admiral 
Walker was president. The Walker 
commission’s recommendations in
cluded this available excavation in 
the $40,000,000 to be paid the canal 
company for its work, maps, rec
ords, drawings and the property of 
the Panama Railroad Company. The 
commission estimated that the total 
amount of excavation which would 
be required for the canal to be built 
from its plans, exclusive of that for 
the Bohio dam and the Giganti spill
way, would be 94,863,703 cubic 
yards. The work remaining to be 
done, therefore, represents the differ- I 
ence between the amount of available

excavation which it will acquire bjf 
purchase from the Panama Canal 
company, or nearly three-fifths of the 
entire work. It Is estimated that the 
cost of this work will be $144,383,- 
358, in addition to the sum to be 
paid te the present owner of the pro
perty. By the time it is completed 
more than $450,000,000 will have 
been obtained in one way or another 
for use in building the canal, while 
nearly $812,000,000 will have actu
ally been spent in connection with ite 
construction and administration.

It was the intention of the Pan
ama Canal Company to make the 
canal 29.5 feet deep. The increased 
dimensions of steamers now being 
built has made it necessary to plan 
for a much deeper canal, and the 
Walker Commission's plans are for a 
waterway thirty-six feet deep.

A FRENCH BISHOP’S VIEW.

The opinion which we expressed 
last week, that the unauthorized 
French religious should maintain 
their work in France itself, and am
ong their own countrymen preach the 
Gospel which no law can prevent 
them from doing is not our own 
opinion merely, but that of the Bish
op of Perigueux, Mgr. Delamain. He 
too has bidden the religious, banish
ed from their monasteries and 
churches, to go forth into the lanes 
and byways, and in. word and exam
ple make of themselves missioners of 
truth, liberty, and right. “They for
bid you the pulpit,” he says; “ then 
go to meetings, go to the squares, 
go wherever men gather together, and 
while opening their eyes to your suf
ferings, open them to the injustice of 
your enemies.” This counsel would 
seem to be as sensible as it is neces
sary. Religion in France had never 
so much need of missionaries as now; 
and, since no tyrant can deny that 
the monks and nuns are citizens, and 
as such, when secularised, may claim 
the protection of that common law 
by which they are governed. they 
have an opportunity, even outside 
their monasteries and convents, of 
advancing the cause of religion am
ong the people.—Catholic Times.

HASTINESS.

Beware of Judging hastily; it ,» 
better to suspend an opinion than to 
retract an assertion.

Our Holiday Cases are in demand 
from Yarmouth, N.S., to Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ont.

W Here they are :
1903 Holiday Cases of Wines and Liquors
HOLIDAY CASE No- I at «5-0O.

2 Bottles Pale Sherry Wine.
2 Bottles Claret Wine.
2 Bottles Port Wine.
2 Bottles Walker’s Rye Whisky.
1 Bottle Brandy.
1 Bottle Scotch or Irish WhislQr. .
1 Bottle Ginger Wine.
1 Bottle Holland Gin.

HOLIDAY CASE No. 2 at S8.0O-
1 Quart Bottle Champagne.
3 Bottlee Table Sherry.
2 Bottlee Tawny Port Wine.
3 Bottles Superior Claret Wine. I ‘
3 Bottles Walker's V. O. Rye Whisky. /
1 Bottle 1878 Brandy.
1 Bottle "Diamond Blend" Scotch or Irish Whislv- 
1 Bottle Holland Gin.

HOLIDAY CASE No. 3 at 811.75-
3 Quart Bottles Champagne.
3 Bottlee Superior Dinner Sb erry (dry or fruity).
8 Bottlee Very Superior Port Wine.
3 Bottlee Superior Claret W1 ne.
1 Bottle Walker's Extra Old Rye.
1 Bottle 1865 Brandy.
1 Bottle V. O. Scotch or Irish Whisky.
1 Bottle Bole’ Liqueur Holland Gin.

No 4—SPECIAL HOLIDAY CASE of STILL and SPARK. 
LINC RED AND WHITE BURGUNDY WINES at BU BO

a Quart Bottles Macon.
3 Quart Bottlee Beaune.
3 Quart Bottles Chablis (White). *

, 2 Quart Bottles Beaujolais.
3 Quart Bottles Pommard.
2 Quart Bottlee Ultra Sec Cb ampegne. . i

Holiday Case of Fine Wines, &c. §§§
SPECIAL HOLIDAY CASE No. 5 for 812-75.

2 Quarts Still Hock or Still Moselle.
2 Quarte Fine'Sauternes.
1 Quart Fine Table Sherry.
1 Quart Fine Claret.
1 Quart Fine Burgundy.
1 Quart Fine Old Brandy. \
1 Bottle Bole’ Orange Curoco a a In One Champagne,
2 Quarts Fine Champagne.

Prices Net Cash, and free on board cars at Montreal.

Prices reduced on all. We DO NOT PREPAY EXPRES
on the above Holiday Cases.
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FRASER, YIGER 4 CD.,
ITALIAN WAREHOUSE.
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