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 EPISCOPAL APPROBATION.

Montreal and of this Province consuited their

* Frue Witness” one of the most presperows and

heartidy blees those who encour age this eweeMent
“YPAUL, Arohbishop of Monbreal.
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.—A Happy
New Year to All is the expression of
OUr most sincere desire. Another
year is about to close; another year
is about to begin. Btanding, for a
brief moment, upon the dividing
line, between the year that is wan-
ishing and the one that is approach-
ing, we look back with mingled feel-
ings of sadness and pleasure, we
look forward with also mingled sen-
timents of hopefulness and anxiety.
The past has had its moment of
pleastre for almost all of us; it has
had its hours of grief and disap-
pointment for very many. For us
all the coming year carries blessings
and possibly crosses.  For each of
our readers and friends we hoope
that the expiring year will bury 'in
its white shroud all the troubles or
sorrows” that they may have experi-
enced, and that the new year  will
dawn for them and continue bright,
prosperous and happy.

Sometimes we find that words are
cold and formal when we seek to
use them in translating the dictates
of the heart. Human language has
its limitations, and like all things
finite it seems better calculated to
convey ideas of the material affairs
,of this world- than of the spiritual
_things  that belong to héart and
soul.  Silence is much more elo-
Quent! It may be for this reason
that we speak of the Silence of Eter-
nity—something more befitting the
majesty of the Infinite, But if we
were silent, how would our .friends
know that we remembered them, that
we had not forgotten  their favors,
and that we were not solicitous for
their future weifare? Hence we at-

d a volume. But we do
hope -nd‘pnxthuc the blessings of
last year“will be multiplied in the

may
dlﬁot‘t_m.nonthv!uy of its
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umns shall contain few of those sad
obituaries that we are so frequently
czlled on to write, Nothing is sad-
der than the vacant chair at the
fireside; and while we cannot rea-
sonably expect that the coming year
will spare us all such sorrows, yet
we trust and pray that its catalogue
of vanished friends will be exceed-
ingly short. With these sentiments
We once more wish, to each and all,
a very Happy New Year.

———

REGULAR CONTRIBUTIONS . —A
Catholic contemporary gives us the
following brief editorial note:—

“Better is filty cents a week given
to the poor-box on every Sunday for
the next four months than a five-
dollar bill at a special colledtion,’”’

There can be no doubt of this
fact; fifty cents every Sunday, for
four months, would amount to
eight dollars; and that is surely' bet-
ter than a five-dollar bill at a spe.
cial collection. But we think the
point of the Paragraph consists in
the | allusion made to the regular
Sunday contribution, as compared
with the great special contribution
thiat comes about once in the year.
We are also of the opinion  that
there there is more benefit to le
derived from the regular, and un-
failing, weekly Contribution; it he-
comes a kind of income  for the
priest.

FOREIGN INVASION.— In Eng-
land, all unknown to herself, being
invaded by a foreign element that
will some day drive Englishmen out
of their country as were the Suxons
driven away by the Normans? 1In
his evidence before a Parliamentaly
Commission the Rector of Bethnal
Green told the following queer tale:

“For the last five years he had
noticed,” he said, ‘‘a great deterior-
ation in his district accompanied by
8 great influx of foreigners and the
displacement, of English people. The
houses and streets were distinctly
more squalid.  On the part of the
aliens he had noticed growing up
lately an ingolent, arrogant attitude
towards the English—an expression
of an intention on the part of the
_disl}a to be masters. It is not un-
common to see a house to let bosrd
: dh}plny:d also ‘bedring '\

‘need apply.’ 3

-Time was when “‘no " TIrish noed ap-

ply'f seemed to have been the popu-

lar ery in England; but now mat.

have changed and, ‘if this rever-
correct, w 1

dred volumes of logic to disprove
the false statements of that Church’s
enemies, when they will have it that
she is opposed to science and ad-
vancement.

—_—

TARDY JUSTICE.—Here is an
item of news that speaks for itself:~

““On Dec. 17 New Hampshire com-
pleted the work of justice begun' in
1876, by removing the religious test
from her constitution. Until 1876,
no- Catholic was legally qualified to
hold office in that State. Until last
week, a clause in that part of the
constitution containing the Bill of
Rights read: ‘Legislature may au-
thorize the several towns, parishes,
bodies corporate, or religious socie-
ties within this State to make ade-
gquate provision, at their own ex-
pense, for the support and mainten-
ance of public Protestant teachers of
piety, religion and morality.” The
word ‘Protestant’ has been stricken
from this clause, and Catholics are
at last on an equality before the
law with their fellow-citizens of
other creeds. Better late than
never.”’

Is it not wonderful that in Amer-
ica, ‘““the land of the free,’”” the spir-
it- old Puritan intolerance should
survive to such a late date? We do
not mind so much the famous, or
rather infamous A. P. Aism of the
closing years of the last centiury;
but we find it passing strange that
a legislature of a free State should
be shackled with the chains of big-
otry z;nd prejudice to the degree in-
dicated by the foregoing paragraph,
How could we expect even a congcep-
tion of true liberty in the minds of
the uncultured, when the law-makers
of the land have so long
under the cloud of intolerance?

remained

A CATHOLIC CATECHISM.—By a
Catholic, we mean a general, a uni-
versal catechism, Writing in the
““Catholic World Magazine,’ the Rev.
A. P. Doyle, C.S.P., hn:\ made a
lengthy reference to the question of
a new catechism, when dealing with
the many vital issues that came up
for consideration by the Archbishops
of the United States at {their recent
meeting. On this subject, amongst
other things, Father Doyle says:—

““The catechism question, however.
is of most serious importance. There
is some talk of Rome jtself prepar-
ing a universal catechism to be
translated into all languages. Such
& universal catechism would be of
eminent service, and perhaps there
is no better solution of the difficulty
in this country. A universal cate-
chism would possess many advan-
tages. In all probebility it would
be prepared by the most capable
men—that is, men who are not oniy
theologians, but who have had
years of training in the best moth-
ods of imparting knowledge.’’

Hibernians Honor
Bishop 0’Connor,

Among the gifts which came to
Right Rev. Bishop O’Connor, of
Newark, on the occasion of his sik
ver jubilee this week, was an gle-
gant equipiage for his personal use,
from the Ancient Order of . Hiber-
nians of the State of New Jersey.
The gift was presented at St. Pat-

dk’s Oatliedral, Newark, on Christ-
mas Day by State President James

The Wanstead
Railway Disaster,

Rarely in the history of Canadian
railroading do we find any'thing as
terrible as the catastrophe which
took place last Saturday night, at
the little station of Wanstead, Ont.,
on the line of the Grand Trunk, By
the latest news we learn that twen-
ty-eight persons were killed, while
about forty have been injured in
different ways. The details of the
story read like a sensational novel,
The cause to which the sad event is
attributed is the failure of an oper-
ator to deliver a message to the
crew of one of the colliding trains.
Much stress is laid on the fact of a
heavy snow-storm being raging at
the time. But whatever the cause,
or whosoever is in fault, the cold
fact remains that it was a fearful
disaster, In case any of our read-
ers should unhappily be interested in
those who were the victims of that
awful accident, we give a full list of
the dead and injured—at least as
complete a list as we have been en-
ablcd to secure.

~—

THE DEAD.—The official lLisg oi
dead, as issued recently Ly the
Grand Trunk Railway authorities, is
as follows:—

Alex, Stewart, Petrolea,

Mrs. Alex. Stewart, Petrolea,

A. Ricketts, Sarnia,
5.

J. . Gillies,
press. .

Miss Ellen Trotter, Petrolea.

H. Lawrence, Watford,

Thomas Kelly, Stouffville,

Nicholas Jeffrey, London,

Clem. Bradley, Port Huron, Mich,

Guy de Pencier, Calfax, Wash.

D5 Penwarden, Grand Rapids
Mich,

Mrs.
Mich.

S. H. Brock, Chicago, I1I.

C. B. Burwell, Port Huron, Mich

Wilson Morton, Chicago, 111,

Alex, Cameron, Strathr

Miss Nellie Geddes, Sarnia,

Hd. de Beaus, Prescott,

Mrs. J. Bradley, Port Huron,
Mich,

Miss Lottie Lynch, Port
Mich,

George Burkholder, Sarnia,

A. Douglas, Alvinston.,

Wm. J, Lucas, Sarnia,

Robt. Stevenson, Wyoming.

Miss Violet Brock, Chicago, T11.

Mrs. J, Barnes, Woodstock.

George D. Sutherland, Lockport,
N.Y.

Toini
Toronto.

fireman, No

Sarnia, engineer, ox-

Penwarden, Grand Rapids,

Huuron

Paanen, female, domestic,

THE INJURED. — TFhe following
were the passengers removed to the
Victoria Hospital at London:

Alex, M. Stewart, Wingham, Ont.,
face slightly bruised,

Mrs. J. J. Cuthbertson, Port Hu-
ron, Mich., face, head and hands
bruised; - possibility of internal in-
juries.

James' J, Ramplin, Toronto, bruis-
ed and shaken up.
| Mrs,  Samuel Cummings, Port
Huron, Mich., slight cuts, not seri-
ous. {

Hattie Northey, Peterboro, very
slightly injured. .

- James R. Northey, Peterborae, con-
siderably bruised, but not _serious,

Mrs. Z ;

lain there for
said: 'My

ly injured,

Miss Flossie Cuthbertson,
Huron, very slightly injured.

James Barnes, Woodstock, Ont.,
injured leg and hip, not serious,

Beatrice Geddes, Sarnia, Ont.,
slightly injured.

J. T, Cuthbertson, Port Huronm,
Mich., fractured Jaw, bruises, etc.,
considered serious,

John Bird, Chicago, fractured arm,
injured back, scalp wound and lacer-
ations,

J. A. Lamont, Wyoming, factured
leg and lacerations.

Mrs. W. Gott, and daughter, T.on-
don, very slightly injured,

Mr. J. Shawlock, Strathroy: ve:.
slightly injured,

W. H. Cole and wife, Flint, Mich.,
very slightly injurea.

R. K. McDonald, Strathroy, ve:
slightly injured,

Mrs. I. N. Barnes, Sarnia,
very slightly injured,
Annie Sinclair,

slightly injured.

Mr. R. Jackson, Petrolea, Ont.,
very slightly injured; gone home to
Woodstock,

Port

Ont.,

Komoka, very

In speaking of the im;mxsihili(y of
avoiding the collision, and of the
narrowness of the escape that might
have Conductor McAu-
liffe, of the express said that the
freight had opened the
Wanstead switch and the train had
started to move into it,
collision occurred,

been made

train crew

when the
A minute or two
more and the freight
been safely side-tracked

dreadful accident avoided,

would have

and  the

The most graphic account of the

the collision is that giv-
Mr. W. H. Cairnduff of Chi-

scene after
en by
cago,

Mr. Cairndufi said he was in the
second sleeper from the front, and
he had felt the shock only slightiy
In fact, thought
moment, anything

he had
that
had happened,
ed something was going

not for a
particular
He had half expect-
to  occur
further, but things had quieted down
and he was on the point of going on
to he knew that
thing serious was the matter,
soon as he heard that 'there
trouble ahead, he got out
right side of the train and
forward. The first thing
across was the body of a man lying
in the snow ““Then,"’ Mr.
Cairnduff. ‘I went the
other side of the cars and found
that all the doors of the damaged
day coach were jammed tight and a
gang of men had started to chop
out the side of the car to allow the
escape of the imprisoned passengers,
It was about this time that the fire
started. I am not sure, but I think
that the flames first burst out in the
freight and the cries of the impri-
soned passengers were awful as they
saw a slow death approaching. They
made frantic struggles to escape,
The front coach had been jammed
with local people, most of whom
were returping to their homes in
Sarnia, Petrolea and other placcs
along the line after the Christmas
holidays. The train was the 1ast
on which they could use their excur-
sion tickets. The way T happen to
know the coach was jammeéd was
through a gentleman who came
through a short time before with his
wife, and told me that he was not
able to find any room up forward.
He remained in the Pullman, where
I was;, and so escaped injury,

"'One of the most pathetic things

bed before any-
As
was
the

walked

on

he came
said

round to

that I saw was the case of a man

of about 50 years of age, wno had
beéen jammed between the heavy tim-
bers. I. took charge of him and

| made him a bed on the floor of the

Pullman car smoker, After he had

a few minutes, e

name is Barnes; I wish

i my wife,'! Just at

that moment I picked up a
showed it to him
# belon,

Poeket- | 1

it
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ity, and I will not endeavor to say
how their work was appreciated,
Great praise is also due to  the
prompt, masterful energy of Mr,
Clark, the father of one of the
nurses, for the way in which he or-
ganized a fire brigade to fight the
flames that threatened to dewour the
debris and finish what the collision
had begun.

“Ths burning baggage car lay
near the telescoped passenger coach,
and there was grave danger for a
few moments, Under Mr. Okark’s
supervision, however, all the men in
the train at once went to work, and
by the aid of snow and the fire ex-
tinguishers from the sleepers, soon
had the conflagration under comtrol,
In one instance, T saw a woman
pinioned under a blazing beam, and,
she was just as brave and cheerful
as any omne T ever saw. The very
greatest praise is also due to" the
conduotors and trainmen, They were
cool, collected and industrious, and
above all, worked with the great-
est intelligence. I never saw men
work with greater effectivenass than
these men did. It was truly won-
derful how slight a shock we felt in
the sleepers. Fven in the supreme
moment of collision, when the shock
was at its worst, I was not thnown
That aught to be a
strong evidence for the additional
safety of travelling in a Pullman,
Another gentleman who with
me, a clergyman returning L.os
Angeles from Montreal, also told nie
that he did not feel the shock
any extent.’’

off my seat.

was
to

to.
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RUSSIAN NOTES.
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FAMINE.—According to a dis-"
patch from St. Petersburg, the Rus-
sian Government is face to face with
the grave question of how best to
feed 15,000,000 hungry peasants.

These distressed peasants are scat-
tered over numerous Provinces in
and eastern Hussia, and
Partly also in the south-east and a~
long the Volga. In the greatest
hurry the Government has sent com-
missioners into the famine districts
to make inquiries aud report, On ,
the suggestion of Finance Minister
Witte, the Government forwarded
$1,000,000 worth of rye to the
threatened digtricts, but there is an
uneasy feeling that it will not reach
the right hands. The Government
also hought $7,500,000 worth of ryve
and wheat to be forwarded after the
reports are received,

The villagers are not only suffer-
ing themselves, but. thejr cattle are
dying by thousands, and their horses
have to be sold, as they cannot feed
them,

The outlook for the spring plow-
ing seews hopeless, Untold millions
will be needed for relief if the Peas-
ants are to keep their lands in eule
tivation,

central

VILLAGES WIPED OUT.—Advices
from Ashkabed, Russian Turkestan, '
say that in the counury around And-
ijan eleven villages are in iruins ag i
a result of the recent earthuake,
and that fully 6,000 houges have
been destroyed in these scattered
settlements. }

The weather is warmer and the -
work of rescue and suceor s pros
ceeding with better vesults. Ihe yile
lages are sufliciently provisioned for
some time, hut the Government will
be obliged to supply the wants of
the working people at Andijan until
spring.

No one is permitted to enter Ankdl-
Jjab without a police pass, Fwen
railroad emplo, on their way




