healthy surroundings, and its mag-
nificent scenery. Have you ever been
there? No. Then you have as yet
missed that enjoyable experience. I
will tell you in a few words my im-
pressions of a brief holiday at this
quaint Canadian village.

We walk down to the Vietoria pier
just below Bonsecours market, and
there we find the good, old, reliable
steamboat “Laprairie,”’ awaiting us.
Despite its years of travel to and
fro, the vessel seems as fresh as it
was When first launched. On board
is Captain McLean, a French-Cana-
dian with a Scotch name, a real type
of the Richelieu and Ontario Naviga-
tion Company’s officers. The person-
ification of courtesy this able and ex-
perienced navigator, who by the way
fills the offices of captain, pilot, and
ticket collector, counts his friends
by the hundred. Ever ready to im-
part all the information that even
the most curious could require he
aids, in no small measure to make
the brief trips one of real pleasure.

THE SUNSETS.—On a
evening, when the, “Laprairie’’ heads
up stream, leaving the city with its
wealth of wharves, shipping, build-
ings, spires, domes and cupolas be-
hind, that journey of one hour is so
delightful that it must be experi-
enced in order to be realized. As the
sun slowly sinks, until its burning
disc seems to rest for a space upon
the verge of Mount Royal, and the
clouds around the orb become like
many .hued curtains suspended over
his couch of gold, the grandeur of
the scene would defy the pencil of
Claude Larrame and the inimitable
pen of Chateaubriand. 'The boat
steams slowly under the famed Vic-
toria bridge, the massive masterpiece
of Canadian engineering skill, with
its solid piers and wonderful spans,
which appears like some fabled mon-
ster of ‘pre-historic ages, petrified
suddenly and left standing where its
fate came upon it, with its ~igantic
head penetrating the city, its huce
tail resting on St. Lambert’s shore,
and its elephantine legs half sub-
merged in the flood, supporting its
mamumotlh carcass. Under this won-
drous structure the boat puffs its
way until it appears to shoot into a
vast and almost boundless expanse
of water. It is from this moment
until Laprairie wharf is reached that
a panorama of the most gorgeous
scenery unrolls its slow-moving and
smstounding proportions before the
eyes of the traveller.

The landing at Laprairie is always
a charming experience. The place it-
self is so picturesquely situated, the
houses all seem so neat and clean
and judging from the daily gather-
ings at the wharf and in the public
park near the wharf, the people seem
80 pleased to see you that you at once
feel at home, and free from the tur-
moil, heat and inconveniences of a
“city existence during the scorching

WrHE CHURCH AND SCHOOLS. —
Here you meet with many relics of
the past; for example, a house that
dates back as a econnecting link be-
tween the modern pleasure seeker and
the characters copspicuous in Cana-
ian history. But of all thé monu-
ments that Laprairie can boast, none
gurpass in interest ihose rafsed in a
oractical manner, to the ponor of
God, the glory of the Chureh, and tiZ
success of education. The Church it~
self is a most beautiful temple, rich
in ornaments, large, clean, and im-
posing. The iev. Mr. Lavose, tne
Fionored eure of the parish, is one of
Ahose saintly men who leave the im-

" “pross of their lives upon @il ' who

come in contact with them. He is
full of énergy; and all that energy is
devoted to the cause of religion and
education. Charitable to a fault he
is beloved, as never was priest, and
he reciprocates that affection: in a
&ontinued life of benefactions and

. of the Congregation de Notre

presen
the ideal of the Holy Catholic Church.

On the river front the attractive
edifice of the Sisters of Providence,
under the supervision of Rev. Mo~
ther Arcade, the be,oved superior of
the institution—Ilifts its fine propor-
tions and challenges the admiration
of all who visit the place The work
of charily which this building repre-
sents can only be properly estimated
after a visit of a few hours to its
interior. The old and the young
alike are cared for with that atten-
tion and goodness so characteristic
of those self-sacrificing nuns, The
aged man, or woman, whose hair
has grown white in ,an unsuccessful
struggle against the real miseries of
life, can here, amidst all the benefits
bestowed by religion, calmly and
peacefully ‘‘husband out life’s taper
to the close.”” Here the orphan chil-
dren are taken from the very cradle,
in many cases, and fittingly prepared
for the battle of life that inevitably
awaits them adown the future. Here,
also, is an asylum, or home, for
those holy-minded women who seek
to spend the waning years of life in
closer touch with religion, in closer
connection with God. It is in areal
sense of the word a model home of
the religious. This institution de-
pends entirely upon the generosity of
the people. The beautiful chapel in
connection with the establishment is
much frequented as Mass is fre-
quently said there for the people, as
well as for members of the commu-
nity.

A little to the west of the Provi-
dence Nuns’ buildings, stands an-
other Catholic institution of no small
importance — the Provincial House
and Novitiate of the Brothers of
Christian Instruction. This Order is
doing noble work in the education of
the French-Canadian youth, and is
spoken of in the highest terms of
praise by many of the residents with
whom the writer held brief inter-
views. I expact to have an early op-
portunity of presenting a sketch of
this admirable educational institu-
tion.

SOCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.—La-~
prairie is fairly well supplied in ho-
tels, and well equipped homes for
families. I might mention the old
‘“Montreal House,” with its pictu-~
resque dining-room, now kept by the
genial and hospjtable Mr. Lamarre ;
also the cosy and well conducted pri-
vate establishment, gostly for fami-
lies, under the direetion of Mrs. Ra-
cine, which is patronized by many
leading citizens of Montreal and their
families during the summer. The pub-
lic ‘buildings, if not numerous, are,
at least, surprisingly fine for such a
small town. The new post ~office,
would do honor to many more pre-
tentious towns, and even cities. The
industries are of a class to afford
work for the inhabitants. The great
brick manufactory is one of the best
equipped in Canada, and has been
the means of bringing Laprairie more
conspicuously under the notice of the
outgide world. The gegeral stares and
private yesidences po {0 make up a

Imost attractive summer resort. What
{s most surprising is the fact that
Inprairie 18 BOL better known tQ me’
citizens. of Montreal. Already some
of our leading families, French-Cana-
dian and Irish-Canadian, make things

B very ;)]easant in that sweet, silent

| village. '

‘ Were such a town near any of the
great American centres it would long
since have grown into a regular city.
The future possibilities of Laprairie,
however, are incalculable, and the
Montrealer of another generation may
find it become a regular suburbs of
the commercial metroplis—the home
of thousands of its citizens — More
anon.

‘hlessings—temporal as well as spir

HUMILITY AND REPENTANGE-

head high. I have nothing to Tre-
proach myself with.” It may be pos-
“sible that he has fulfilled the laws of
probity, and even those of honor,
such as society has made them. But
before his. inner conscience lies, or
at least he reveals a piti igngr-

* fance of himself; a soul without scru-
ples, a Heart without delicacy and | Sp

; 'yvi.t%ont true goodness

in with a thigh
to the

eading ¢

ed king, the pope with
boautiful md‘mg ﬁto
ror, the doctor weighed ' di
heavy books, the farmer
spade and shovel, the wor
his hammer on his shoul
beggar limping in his rags.
e ———

INTERESTING SNAP-SHOTS.

THR TAX BILLS NOW.—The ecity
assessors have concluded  their 'la-
bors so far as outdoor work is con-
cerned, but they have hard work be-
fore them in the hundreds of  com-
plaints. This year they have taken
the precaution of notifying all part-
ies upon whose property the valua-
tion has been increased.

THE ASSASSIN, if reports are true,
is now turning the point of his dag-
ger towards the great Republic to
the South. A despatch says : ——Com-
missioner Fitchie stated that late
Saturday evening & letter was re-
ceived from Consul Byington, f
Naples, inclosing a copy of a lett
dated August 2, in which an anony-
mous writer stated that he had over-
heard a conversation between-Mares-
ca and another Italian in a saloon,
during which Maresca, said to have
been intoxicated, had said that he
was about to sail for the Uhited
States to kill President McKinley.

A FORTUNE IN CRACKERS. —
Some pessimists are everlastingly
crying out that it is impossible to
make a fortune now-a-days. It does
notseem much like it, when a firm can
amass nearly a million as a result of
biscuit manufacturing. A Toronto
despatch says :— .

The will of the late William Chris-
tie, the great biscuit manufacturer,
was filed on Monday, and disposes of
$£926,000, of which $499,500 is the
share of Mr. Christie in the business
that bears his name.

Have courage ye pessimists !

KNIGHTS OF THE QUILL.— The
spaper editors of Minnesota have
visited this city, and had a royal
time. They leit on Monday night for
Quebec city in a special train pro-
vided by the Grand Trunk, in.charge
of Mr. D. O. Pease.

A BOOM FOR ONTARIO. — Mr.
H. M. Murray, Dominion Government
agent in Glasgow, has forwarded Lo
Ottawa a communication from (he
Glasgow Tramway and Omnibus
Company, commenting highly upon
Canadian produce used by them  last
year. It says i—

‘““We have found the hay which is
designated as coming from the Pro-
vince of Ontario best, and it is bet-
ter baled, The bales are regular in
size and better made up. Their
swall, regular size make them prefer-
able.”’

CREMATION FOR PROTESTANTS
—Sir William MacDonald, the tobac-
co manufacturer, is determined - to
carry out another of his pet projects
by the erection of a crematory in (he
Protestant cemetery. It is said work
has been commenced on it.

A SIGN OF THE TIMES.—A daily
journal says :—

Very satisfactory progress has been
made with the new vaults in the
Protestant cemetery, which are being
built to meet the demand which the
growing population of the city im-
poses upon the trustees to provide
for the disposal of the dead in win-
tef, when interment in the burial
grournd 18 impossible. The new vauits
are being byilt to accommodate 1,
000 bodies, abo™t double the capa-
city of the old ones. ;

e
APPPARANCES OFTEN DECEIVE.

n—

It is not always well to judge

It is greatly to be regretted that
the charges of corruption which are
perhaps the most deplorable feature

of political life on this side of the

Atlantic, are reappearing in that of |

the Old Country, from which ‘they!

have been absent for two or threz
generations, For several weeks dur-

ing last session a select committee of }*

the House of Commons was

engaged |'
in investigating charges of fraud and |

gross irregularity in connection with
War Office contracts, The more seri-
ous charges were not substantiated;
but it was proved that the supplies
of hay and boots werg not up to the
quality required; evidence was given
of some cases in which bribes were
offered in conmection with contracts,
and of a few cases in which bribes
may have been accepted. The com-
mittee report that they have learned
from many quarters that there is a
widespread belief in the existence of
such bribery, and having regard ' to
this fact and to the acknowledged
prevalence of secret commissions in
private commerce, they think there is
ground for suspicion that such cases
may occur also in the public service,
and they have some doubt whether
the system under which detailed m-
spection takes place gives complete
security against it. They recommend
that every firm guilty of offering the
smallest gratuity should not only be
struck off the list of Government con-
tractors, but should be prosecuted.—
Gazette,

THE MINISTER'S STRATEGY.

One Sunday the minister of a small
Northern country parish church had
the misfortune to forget his sermon,
and did not discover his loss till he
reached the church. Suddenly an idea
struck him. He sent for John, the
beadle, and instructed him to give
out the One Hundred and Nineteenth
Psalm (containing 176 verses), while
he hurried home for his sermon. On
his journey back to church he saw
the faithful beadle standing at the
church door, waving his arms and he
exclaimed, ‘‘Are they all singing yet,
John?'" = **
““they’re at it yet, but they're cheep-
in’ like sparries.”’—The Argonaut.

S Ey—p—

Our readers will find it to their in-
terest to consult, from time to time,
the advertising pages of the ** True
Witness.”” There is hardly a person
that does not need certain goods of-
fered therein for sale. Only reputable
firms are represented; and among
them are some from whom, we have
reason to believe, purchasers can ob-
tain merchandise more cheaply and
more expeditiously than from any
other quarter. As we are constantly
refusing advertisements ‘that seem
calculated to deceive the public, we
are glad to have those answered to
which we give place,

intomme s (s

Truth {8 so plain and simple that
we should be careful not to use many
words in presenting it, lest we ob~
scure it. We should simply let it de-
clare itself through us in its own
way, and let those who hate it, or
are ignorant of it. do the arsuing,
and let our lives do the proving.

strangers by their appearance, sOme- |

times people are greatly mistakén re-.
garding persons of importance. :’I'hn‘
following story we clip from'the
*‘Chicago \
even if the story be funny —

Ledger’'-—it has a moral, |

Tt takes some time to learn 'thef
social ropes in Central America,”’ re=|,

marked a gentleman in the banana
trade,-‘and a stranger is very apt 10
put his foot in it. The first time I

Jever went into the country myself

was as the representative of an
erican machinery house. There Wi
good fleld for us in one of the ub-
Tics, but the tariff was prohibitive
and I concluded to go over to {
capital and have an interview

the ministeér of agriculture, hopin

] him to recommend a

sir,” replied John,:

{idealers have sowe |

NEW
[0600aIts,
5 ouly, fancy Side-

boards, in hardwood,
16th century . finish; .
fitted with 16 by 24
inch beveled mirror ;
nicely carved, well
finished ., .. $10.30

Parlor
Tables.

* 50 Parlor Tables, in
hardwood, antique fin-
¥ ish, top 20 by 20 ins, ;
fitted with undershelf
snd fancy shaped ‘legs,
nicely finisued,..90¢

JAM JARS.

It's no use to go to the
trouble t6 make preserves
and let them go bad through
poor sealing. These Gem
Jam Jars are the kind you
should use; the screw top
and rubber band makes them
air tight. &
Pints Quarts

2 Quarts
55¢c 59¢ 79¢ dox.

75 Dining Chairs, high
back, Mcy‘anbo—d . .

SALT and PEPPER
CASTORS,

500 Salt and Pepper v-
Castors, in Cut Crystal,
with heavily plated tops,

neat designs, pretty '.4"
shapes . {
each, . cents

LITTLE EOME NHEBEDS.

Everything useful in the way- of home
Little Prices,

MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED,

=~ §, CARSL

1765 to 1783 Notre Dame Street, 18

MARKET REPORT.

GRAIN. ~— There is no new feature
in the grain market, ahd prices are
largely nominal, Oats are quoted at
80%4c, and peas at 70c to 70%c afloat
Montreal.

Manitoba wheat is dull at 77¢
afloat Fort William. ; ¥

FLOUR AND FEED. — Feed con-
tinues in good demand with values
firm. ¥Flour is moving very slowly,
with yalues rather easy.

Quptations are as follows : Mani-
toba bran $16, and shorts to $18,
bags included. Ontario bran in bulk,
$14.75 to $15, and shorts at $17 to
$18. Manitoba patents, $4.50; strong
bakers, $4.20; Ontario patents, $8.90
to $4.10; and straight rollers, $3.50
to $38.70 in barrels, and $1.65 to
$1.70 in bags. o

e

needs you can procure at The Big Btote at.

SEND FOR NEW CATALOGUE.

EY CO. umreo.

4 to 194 St, James Street, Montreal.

various crops has either increased

or remained about the same as last

Year, &
e e ey

DO YOU WANT AN IDEAL PAPER
IN YOUR HOME?

Then subscribe for- the ‘“True Wit-

story, incident,

forth and foster the highest and pur-:
est ideal of home and to help fam-:
ilies to make the ideal actual. Send
i .

cription : ty axd foreign,
$1.50 ; Canada, Newfoundland and
United States, $1.00.

PROVISIONS, — Supplies are sn;l

creasing,. but values are firm, as
stocks of cured meats are small.
Dressed hogs are quoted at $8 to
$8.25; bacon, 11%¢ to 12%4c; hams,
11¢ to 13¢; lard, pure. 8%c to B¥c;
compound, 7¢ to 7¥¢; Canada short
cut mess, $17 to $18. 2k =
' PGGE. — Theré are still large ar-
rivals of warm weather eggs, whlch
culty in dis-
posing of, owing to poor ‘condition

quite firm' and pri
_ Strictly. fresh

|'but  the market for s

n"



