V.15 In adream. In that age when
there was no written revelation, God often revealed
Himself in dreams. But ely that what is

meant here is the voice of God speaking through
the conscience in the still hours, wnu"ﬂ.. me
and noise of the daytime are past, and that voice is
left alone to compel our ears to hear.

V.16, Heopeneththeears. Men wouid
often gladly close their ears to the voice of con-
science, and many a restless hour the sinner spends
upon his bed, hecause God has opened his ears,
and he cannot close them. Sealeth. *‘ Here
it means that God makes the mr feel from whom
and for what purpose chastisement is sent.”"—Z£
€ Cook.

V. 17. Purpose. His evil purpose. To
withdraw him from an cvilJ)urpo-e would cer-
tainly bemercy. Hide pride. ‘' It may meas
10 cover it, 50 that it may not tempt a man,”

Cook.
** Perdition,

V. 18. The pit. More is
meant by this expression here than the grave or
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redeemed my soul from nﬁ into the pit, and
my life beholdeth the l;gxl wit] jol.d—«fnt.
Vi God oftentimes worked in the ways
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i.e., because 1 see now that I was, as that reproofl
intimated, without true knowiedge, I uttered,
ete."—Cook. Job is not the only man that ever
spoke rashiy about things he understood net,

s. 29-30.
Elihu had spoken of : by warnings through the
i oy afflicti and by the

50 that men may be drawn from *‘the pit," into
the light of the living.

REMARKS,

** Woe to him who should be without affliction
here below—whom the divine educator should
have excluded from his mysterious school | We
might well ask ourselves at sight of so alarming
a felicity, what then has he done to be thus over-
looked 7' Is he too pure to be passed through the
crucible, or too bad, too desperate, to be worth
trying there ?"'— Vinet.

** No doubt educsiion by sorrow would be use-
less, if the qnestion were merely of perfecting us ;
the angels have to be perfected, and God does not
chasten them ; but it is indispensable to beings
who have to be . _generated.”— Vinet.

* Two artists were once frescoing the ceiling of
when one of them in order to

corruption. The idea is not distinct, but it is that
of some great loss, hing terril 1 | a lofty cath
with the thought of going out of life."— Lewis,

ught
Perishing by the sword. Being cut off by
a sudden judgment. The passage means that
God lE:tl to men solemnly, that He may hold
thew from sin and thus save them from its
dreadful results also.

V. 19. God not only speaks through the con-
science ; He sometimes lays a man on a bed of
affliction, and chastens him with pain. In the
iatter part of the verse ‘‘the old text gives a
stronger meaning : and with continuons strugy. s
of his bones,”

Vs. 20, 21, describe a man wasted with a long
sickness, as Job himsell was.

V. 22. The destroyers.

d y 3 the pangs g
dissolution. Many commentators suppose that
Elihu speaksof the angels,”—Cook. See 2 Sam.
24: 1617; Ps. 78: 49; 2 Ki, 19: 35; Acts
12: 23

V. 23.  This begins the most difficult and most
important y in Elihu's speech. ** The word
‘ miessemger ' 1s nearly always rendered amgel, and
even when (as in Matt. 3: 1) our version has
messenger it is in the sense of a divine Being, the
Messenger of the covenant. There is no reason
to suppose that it has another sense in this pas-
sage, when all the old versions have amgel."—
Cook.  Even if Elihu did not feel the full signifi-
cance of his own words, yet it is evident that
these words describe the office of Christ. Inter-
preter. “ The Jewish prayers show that the
Interpreter was always identified in their minds
with * the ngecle(l edeemer of Israel."—Cook.
His uprightness.—The right way.

V. 24. Then He (God) is gracious unto
him, and He (the Interpreter) saith, A
ransom, or atonement, as in the margin. “‘Elihu
evidently speaks of a propitiatory offering; in
whatever form that may be provided, he is sure
that when the ‘b’:“ Angel intervenes, the recon-
c;.l‘i:'\zi:ui munb' eﬁeclmed.' We have a lm;
tl it ma; an undevelo, anticipation
the trath -ng'rw-udn revealal.":di‘nl. -

V. 25. His flesh shall be fresher. When
w l:“k h lh:‘thuundi of the Lord is

it into tl eousness, is
mond P:nd :lmwnd.",l".ll;i‘l‘u ;Ay refer ;-rli;w
ly to physical reco: h w suggestive his
words are of the u'"anhnd the renewing of

the inward man.
)y condition of the renewed soul !

“Death and its

V. 26. Happ)
God looks down with favor, and that soul looks
back with joy. WIill render. This means
either that God will the returned one as

perceive the effect of his work walked backwards
upon the scaffolding. He was just about to step
off unconsciously and be hurled to the floor below,
when the other painter, sceing his danger, and
that it was too late for words to save him, hurled
his brush at the lovely picture his friend was view-
ing.  The artist forward in indignation,
but he was saved, and he hlessed his friend who
saved his life by marring his picture.” — Pelowbet.
Thus our kind Father often fdm: our plans, de-
faces the bright picture we have drawn of our fu-
ture, in order to save our souls from ruin,

April 13 —Prosperity Restored. Job.
42 1-10.
GOLDEN TEXT.
” nl.m.u we count them happy which endure. James
5 8
CONNECTION.

The latter part of Elihu’s discourse was uttered
while the great storm drew on which announced
the approach of Jehovah. Elibu is evidently
much impressed by the storm, and his last words
are uttered in a broken and hurried manner. The
last two verses of ch. 37 contain a summary of his
whole discourse, and ** Then the Lord answered
Jjob out of the whirlwind.  This answer is con-
tained in four chupters and might be summed up
in the words of Roa. 11:33.  *Oh the depths
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge

H How unsearchable are His judgments,
and His ways past finding our.”  God is worthy
of our absolute trust: Let us trust Him, even
when we cannot undeistand His dealings with us
or with others. It is quite certain that He is
always right, and that what He has done is the
most merciful and wi-est thing that could be
done.  After God has spuken, Job renders abso-
lute submission to Him. He falls in perfectly
with the Divine wiil and blames himself severely
for his former murmurings.

EXPOSITION,

V. 2. 1 know, Job now knew God as he
had mi:-n‘:’?““h“kh:nm"l » We have seen the
i for this knowl: First came
m-. filling him with nmm"‘ ment, and dm'u'::
ing his theories.  Next came painful gropings in
the dark ; Job trying to understand God’s way
with him ; and lastly God's revelation of Himself,
satisfying Job, while shewing that it was not
necessary for him to wmdersiamd, only to trust.
Thou canst do everything. Omnipotence.
hought can be h —Omai-

w\lmoﬂh&l‘le'l reward the rig
such a one.

“Vzmaeral. ':dm two \)ra:ﬁhu this sense :
e restor penitent) will sing unto men,
and say : * I had sinned and pe that which

was right, and it was not requited unto me. He

No ug

ldenee_r{:b anew these two attri.
butes, Al God had then seen and
permitted Job's trial.

V. 3. Job refers to the words of God (ch. 38 :
2,) and applies them to himsel. * Therefore,

things too for him.  But not every such
man ma’cs a confession 5o frank and humble as
this.
¥, ¢.  Anhumble petition. Contrast Job'sat-
titude towards God here, with that in the tenth
chapter. I will demand of Thee, rather
ask of Thee. Job went asking humbly now.
The verse contains a request that God would
tesch him forther. Job wishes to learn of God
forward, and not to rely oa his own judg-
ment, or depend on such enlightment as his friends

could give him,
rd of Thee, etc. The faith of
Job, and h.s knowledge, had received sudden il-
lumination.  His former know had been
comparatively obscure. It was as if he had only
wn God by hearing, and had now met Him
face to face. He now really dwew something con-
cerning God’s ways, and he could build a tower
of faith heaven-high upon that foundation of sure
knowledge. All faith must have knowledge for

its foundation.
V. 6. Wherefore I abhor myself. In
roportion as we truly know God, we are humble.

y revealing Himsell to Job, God has changed the
despairing bitterness of this man into grateful
humility,. Repent. *‘The word translated,

repent, signifies two contrary things in Scripture ;
first, to guess ; secondly, to comfort, or to take
comfort, . . Sorrow and comfort meet in
true repentance. . To repent is to change
both the mind and way . . . from ahad tos
good mind « + and from a painful to a
pleasant and delightful way.”—Cary! Dust
and ashes. The mourner sat down in ashes,
and sprinkled them over his head and upon his
ts.  Instead of mourning over his sorrows,
ob now laments his sinfulness. He is not guilty
of the charges his friends have brought against
him, but in the presence of the pure and holy God,
he sees distinctly his own unworthiness, His
wonder hereafter would be, not that God had
bereft him of children, wealth and health, but
that God should ever give His good gifts to so un-
worthy a one,

V. 7. * After all that was sinful in his (Job's)
speeches is blotted out by repentance, there re-
mains only the truth of his innocence, which God
Himself testifies to him, and the truth of his hold-
ing fast to God in the hot battle of temptation, by
which, without his Imowmg it, he has frustrated
the designs of Satan.”— Delitsch,  Eljj seems
to have led in the discourse against Job, and is
specially named. Elihu receives no rebuke ; he
spoke conscientiously, and was most anxious to
convince Job of God's mercy and justice in afflict-
g, and though he does not get at the whole
truth concerning God's ways, still the spirit he has
shown has been good.

The three frihm Is do not seem to have nhuﬂ
any regret for their misjodgment both of God
of His scrvant Job. Perhaps they were compla-
cently ignorant that they had done wrong,
were therefore amazed to {mve God’s rebuke.

V. 8 Seven was regarded as a perfect number,
The three friends were to a sacrifice and Job
was to pray for them—Job, the man wi~m t
regarded as condemned of They were thus
taught that their sin required an atonement and an
intercessor, and they were obliged to overcome
their pride, and apply to the man ‘hey despised
for intercession with God. Perh-fn the atone-
ment and intercession of Him who ‘was d
and rejected of men’ was thus dimly suggested to
their minds.

V. 9. The three friends, though they had
been 5o obtuse in regard to their own sin, yet did
not hesitate about lirect command

their was sin.
eye when they sought to cast the mote out of Job's




