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we arc familiar with this, and the influ
ences then at work upon it, we have the 
key to New Testament times, 
national life changed very little, if at all, in 
the interval.

To the modern mind the Jews are essen 
tially traders and commercial people. Hut 
nothing is more striking than the contrast 
presented between modern Israel and the 
Israel of early times. The fews of Scrip
ture were agriculturists and herdsmen, ami 
so they continued uu to «lie time of Christ, 
at least. The words ol the great Jewish 
historian, Josephus, representing the na 
tional life in the llerodian age, are : " As 
for ourselves, therefore, we neither inhabit 
a maritime country, nor do we delight in 
merchandise, nor in such a mixture with 
other men as arises from it ; but the cities 
we dwell in are remote from the sea, and, 
having a fruitful country for our habita 
lion, we take pains to cultivate that only.” 
It was among the Jews of the dispersion, 
that is, those who did not return from Baby
lon, or who afterwards settled in the Creek 
city of Alexandria, that the commercial 
spirit first arose. At the time of which we 
are treating the great occupation of the 
Jew was the cultivation of the soil and 
tending of herds, and his social system was 
as simple as in the days of Samuel. The 
people were divided into two classes—the 
educated and the ignorant. There was no 
middle class. The upper class consisted of 
those families that could trace their descent 
back to the time of the destruction by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and it included the 
twenty-four courses of priests, and the pro
fessional men of the nation. The lower 
class were regarded with contempt by the 
educated as the “untaught” and the 
“ I leasts of the people.” They were en 
tirely distinct in religion, language, occu
pation, antisocial position,though forming 
with the upper class one distinct nation.

Alxnit this lower or untaught class there 
is little to be said. They tilled the soil 
and led a life of toil anti misery, very much 
like the Egyptian fellahin of to-day. 
They knew nothing of Hebrew, but spoke 
the Aramaic or Chaldee dialect — the 
language of Babylon. Unable to rcatl or 
write, they knew little of the law of Moses 
or of the prophets. Their religion was 
crude and superstitious. The old worship 
of the “high places” still existed. Gen
eration after generation their history was 
the same. They were Irorn, they married, 
they toiled, and they died. Their chil
dren were sei to tend the flocks and herds 
at the earliest possible age, and even the 
rudiments of education were out of the
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01 11.N, from my window on the sea- | and more widely diffused language, so 
shore, I have observed a little boat at an- that in the time of Christ it was almost as 
clmr. Day after day, month after month, ' well known in Palestine as the native Ara- 
it is seen at the same spot. The tides ebb maic speech of the people, besides being 
and flow, yet it scarcely moves. While used throughout the rest of the eastern 
many a gallant vessel spreads its sails, and, world. Thus il catr.e almut ill a wonder- 
catching the favoring breeze, has reached ! ful way that when the apostles were ready

to preach the Gospel throughout the world, 
there was one language almost universally 
spoken or understood which they might 
use. Ily it they could reach the greater part 
of the Roman Empire, and the epistles they 
wrote coul I lie circulated and read almost 
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Ihe haven, this little baripie moves not 
from its accustomed spot. True it is that 
when the tide rises, it rises ; and when 
it ebbs again, it sinks ; but advances not. 
Why is this? It is fastened to the earth 
by one slender rope.
A cord, scarcely visible, enchants it, and 
will not let it go. Now, stationary Chris
tians, see here your state—the state of 
thousands. Sabbaths come and go, but 
leave them as liefore. ( Irdinances come 
and go ; ministers come and go ; means, 
privileges, sermons move them not—yes, 
they move them ; a slight elevation by a 
Sabbath tide, and again they sink ; but no 
onward, heavenward movement. They 
are as remote as ever from the haven of

There is the secret.
everywhere, 
hundred years earlier, before Palestine had 

under the influence ol western civil-
ization, and when each little country spike 
its own language or dialect, the apostles 
in their native Hebrew would have made 
comparatively little progress. In every 
sense.it will lie found that Jesus came in 
the fullness of time.

Hut before following further the history 
of Palestine, it will be advisable to take 

thorough survey of Jewish life as it 
appeared alxiut the year 200 B.C. Once

rest ; this Sabbath as the last, this year as 
the past. Some one sin enslaves, enchants


