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The Lutheran churoh of the United 
States is being congratulated on having 
gained during the past twelve months 
72,253 members, an increase of 4 per 
cent., and advancing their membership 
roll beyond the two million mark. This 
praetioally doubles the membership of 
1888. tlie year the one million mark was 
passed. These two million communicant 
members from 13.142 congregations, with 
8,052 ministers. The total benevolent 
contributions were $2.200.471, a little over 
one dollar per member, which is an in 
crease over last year of $278.209, which 
shows that the church is not only in 
creasing in numbers but likewise in the 
grace of benevolence.

A meeting was recently held in Re 
gina. attended bv representatives from 
tiie different churches and temperance

NOTE AND COMMENT
The Presbyterian Record has a cir­

culation of 60.000 - a very fine circula­
tion. It contains a great deal of infor­
mation about our mhaions at home and 
abroed and on this account it should 
find its way Into every family.

The Irish Presbyterian church has 
drawn up a curriculum for the traindng 
of deaconesses, consisting of instruc 
tlon In scripture, Christian doctrine and 
church principles, parochial work and 
social questions together with a course 
in practical training.

A brewer, in a neighboring citj alarm 
ed by the temperance advances, an. try 
ing hard to prove that he is a good nan 
and a nice man and all of tha 
"Of course, local option is all 
a saloon is obnoxious to a community, 
let it be voted out." Why, yes, that is 
what Is being done.

Missionaries in the Philippines coni 
plain that the old time Spanish perse­
cution spirit is waking in the 
sections of the Philippine Islands. The 
priests do not feel able to see that 
converts from the R. C. faith have any 
right to live. Religious liberty ia a 
strange doctrine to them, and they de 
test it.

organization#, a# well as from the Labor 
Council, and a representative provin­
cial organization wm formed, 
known as the Social and Moral Reform 
Council of Saekatvhewan. A constitu­
tion via# adopted which allows for re 
presentation on the part of all the forces 
of reform, and states the objeut of the 
organization to be "the promotion by 
educational, legislative, and administra 
live ai t ion of such moral and social 
reforms as are approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the council present at any re 
gularlv called meeting." The principle 
uf government, ownership and control 
of tiie drink traffic was not entertained 
bv those present, but tiie convention 
pledged itself to press for legislation 
having for its object tiie abolition of 
the bar, prohibiting of public treating, 
permitting sale of intoxicating liquors 
only In sealed packages, to lie consum 
ed off premises, and granting to muni­
cipalities option of having eale of liquor 
or its prohibition.

to lie

The Tonto dam in the Halt River Val 
ley, Arizona, which is now in course 
of construction, is a huge und< rtaking 
cm tiie lines of the famous Assowan dam 
in Egypt, and it is claimed will be 30 
per cent, larger than the latter.. It ia 
estimated that it will supp.y water to 
about 250,000 acres from a reservoir 
which will tie twenty five miles long with 
an average width of a mile and a half.
The dam itself will lie 280 feet high, and 
the water will flow into the canal system 
through a 500-foot tunnel cut through - 
the so.id rock around one end of the Dr. W. J. Dawson. Evangelist, who 
darn. The flow Into the tunnel will he has spent, some years in the United 
controlled by six steel gates, set in ser States, and lias also visited Canada, in 
ies of three, built to operate under a a letter to the Christian World of Lon 
pressure of 100 pounds to the square don, G.B., telle the people of the old 
inch. With the reservoir full they will land that there is not even a whisper 
lw capable of discharging 10,000 cubic of political union with the American

Republic in the Dominion. Among 
other things lie said of Canada: "Her 

Hugh R. Magill, M.D., writing In the KOIW believe in her. Among all the 
United Presbyterian on "The Anglo- voung men 1 have met. from England, 
Egyptian Soudan.” te.ls us that at an ‘‘"e wishes to go hack. It is the
earlv period in the Christian era, Chris of opportunity, and they know it
tianity ... embraced by the Dongolete H”« there ,« abundant work for all 
and by the Berberlnea and by people •*» ?.re not too faetaddoue-high wagee. 
around the kingdom of Sob,, or. in other Tt T'™* f"r ll,,L" "
word., a very large proportion, If not “ld lnd"*rv- «>• immense reeonrcee
all of the people of the Northern Sudan "'nLa"*d\*r<:.0,n L T!!1'"’*

-, . *.. ^ 0_j vu understood. What is wanted—so everv
W,renCih Sl~l?ilnn of T.lam wa, fofoed one •,,ve"fnT h<T development ie capital, .word the^tglon of Isl^m wa, fofMd h„ chl,f wtn, ,nen. Kipli„g'e
upon the people many continued aec reMnl Jl)tluUon Englmd 
retly to cherish the true faith. It la jn En„iteh emigrants touches the heart 
recorded that for generations after the ^ problMn> It the „„„„ -, 0real 
Arab conquest, it was customary or Britain who are most needed, men of 
those secret disciples to whisper In the etim]v etrength and high character, and 

of the dying: Look to Jesus and for 6Uch Canada offer» a warm wel 
trust Him, for He only can save. ^."And 
in that day shall a present he brought 
unto the Lord of Hosts from a nation 
ta.l and smooth, a people terrible from 
the beginning onward: a nation that 
meteth and treadeth down. whoso land 
the rivers divide." Such is the grac­
ious ending of the terrible prophecy 
literally fulfilled.

right If

remater

A dispatch fronn Oklahoma City says 
that that city’s first prohibition Thanks 
giving Day broke all police records. Not 
a drunken man was arrested on the 
holiday nor was one seen on the streets 
by the police. What a great Messing it 
would be in Canada if we could have 
the liquor saloons closed on every pub 
lie holiday. The results would boom 
prohibition.

The saloon men in one of the cities of 
Florida have raised a formal protest 
against the singing of songs that teach 
temperance in the schools. They insist 
that neither polities, religion nor temper­
ance should be taught in the schools. 
They want temperance songs all elimin 
ated. This is in line with the demands 
of the Jews in New York, that all songs 
with the name of Christ must be put 
out of the sohoods. What next!

The hotel keepers of Moncton 
have threatened to close their 
if the sentence if iJipiieonment is **n 
forced against thine * ho. have recert- 
.y been convicted of violation of the 
Canada Temperance Act. 
to lie a case in which the vigorous en 
forcement of law—the Scott Act—con- 
vinces some people that prohibition does 
prohibit. It does not pay to defy law 
and- public opinion.

feet of water a second.

'hN U1 One evidence that the world is.growing 
better is the fact that the Bible is hav­
ing "free course" in nearly all the 
earth today. As to this the Bible So­
ciety Record has the following: "From 
the point of view of the Bible Society 
one direction in which the world is 

r rhrt.H.n AdvnontA of Dec 5 growing better is seen to be the extrawjfind tite*following que,Mon: "Awhite ,reed"m wh}°h il ®1'1"
ago an ««count waTgivvn of the death circulation. Men who nee violence to 
of an eccentric and wealthy man who
left the church of his faith $50,000. on , .. .
condition that hi, spirit he elected a h"V 1 «"««l.«•" ,bJ ‘
member of the board of trustee, of th. «**!'n °n« lh= " d report,
church and be permitted to attend It- 'h* . k nl. ."t
meeting,. He provided liberally for November 10, 1852. A man named 
hi, wife and children. The will, of <* »" Il» '“ «hip
twenty typewritten page,, contain, a obtained a Bible ,n New York which

r,dn sr1^ c.tet b:z tSoftenandÔonnuît with hU ,pteit N»pl.,. The po,te,„o„ of that Italian 
regarding details. Will the law allow Bible wa, treated a, » ommin.l offense, 
such * provision in the will to standi" . . , , .
The Advocate gives the following reply Perandelli teavely came forward, in or-
hi the enquiry der to ^is <**nra(*6s fr°m suspicion

- We have written for information and acknowledging the book as his property, 
find that the case ha, just been fought The poor fellow was tried by c™« mar 
out In the circuit court. The will wa, tia! and sentenced to ten years hard la- 
set aside on the ground of unsoundness bor in the galleys for the crime of bring^ 
of mind in the testator. It required ing a Bible into the country At present 
but thirty minutes for the jury to reach such punishment of a Bible reader Is 
a conclusion. This man was a believer possible, thank God, In one or two Mo 
in Swedenbovg. hammedan countries only!

This seems

check the circulation are less mimer 
ous. How different the situation was

Brazilian coooanut palms live from 600 
to 700 years, and the Arabs assert that 
the date palm frequently readies the 
age of 200 to 300 years. Wallan’s oak 
near Paisley, Scotland, is known to be 
more than 700 years old, and there are 
eight otive trees on the Mount of Olives, 
near Jerusalem, which are known to 

flourishing in 1099. Thehave been 
Yews at Fountain Abbey, Yorkshire, 

old trees when In 1132 the abbey An inquiry was at once instituted, and
was built, and a redwood in Mariposa 
grove, California, is a manifold oenten 

Baobab trees of Africa have
been computed to be more than 5,000 
years old, and the deciduous cvpress wt 
Chapultepee is considered to be of a 
still greater age. Humboldt said that 
the Dracaena Draco at Orotava, on Tene 
riffe, was one of the oldest Inhabitants 
of the earth.
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