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HAT PURPOSE IS SERVED.
By Rev. Thomas Nattress.

ithout looking up the Blue Book
the personnel of the General As-
sly's Committee on Church Life
Work, I should like to inquire
| purpose is served by answerit

g
questions that are asked of ses-
rere is an odd exception, of course,

juality of the questions, as for
1ple + Gth question, under the

Qociological “Specify  any
oes in sociological sentiment or

tice ich have affected the
'« life and work.” To a ques-
like it one can answer per

1
that “A higher moral ideal is
nt... . Intermarriage of Protest
with Catholic has not been good
be Church life of cither party.
if there is true religion in -the
t of each, t! fference does not
ssarily Dblight the life or spoil the
“h relationship of either.... Im-

; and intemperance are frown-
own, but not in an I-am holier-

e

thou fashion The church re-
izes oood influences ef an ex-
ue character more than she once

the populace recognize the hon-
devotedness and righteousness
hings of the Church.”

ture the righteous indigna-
\ faithful old Scotch minister

wed: (1) “Is the obliga-
erve the Sabbath as part
ral law preached faithfully
wly  to the people?” (2)
you educating your people in
of total abstinence?” (3) “Are
le instructed as to their re-
1 for those around theta
o no tope and without God in

vorld#” (4) “Are the people in
ted from the pnlpit in the princi
of Christian itizenship?”

would have been a milder man
his =art had he contented him-
with, “Havers, man what else
here for!”  Ts the ministry of
Preshvterian Church in Canada
degenerating?
ssing by the fact that some of
westions asked by the committee
ap questions asked last year or
ear hefore, where the same 2+

necessarilvy holds good, cons ler
er class of these questions, (1
your people show a kindlv spirit
-ds their neighbors?” which, h»-
intarpreted,  would ordinarily
“Ts vour neighborhood, a  fit

to live it and would be
yolicable  in China  as in anv
tian country (2) “How manvy
wur homes are directly affec
temperance?”’ Mne is tempted to
“We are not divulging aecrets,”
e answering mora civilly, “the
ntage is very small” (3) “Does
for wealth hinder the application

Golden Ru'e to our relations
fellow-men?” Presumably, 1t

always has done—along with a few
other thirsts about which no questions
are asked—more or less,  Why not

ask.  “Do you teach original  sin,
and thereby keep your ordination
vows? Or has the fact of original

sin been eliminated?”

(O her questions asked simply beg
the question of the i Nigence of
cessions, boards of mansgement, Sun-
day school teachers and officers, and
pastors of churches, Cspecially  the
questions under the head of Church
o xtension,

My own session always answers the
auestions on Church Life and Worlk.
But let us have done with mediocrity
in the matter of the questions asked.
Presbyterial conveners have difficul
tv in getting returns for the simple
reason that sessions have lost confi-
dence in the utility of the Assembly’s
Committee.

\mherstburg, Ont,

In response to frequent enquiries,
Rev. Mr. Campbell, successor to Dr.
Parker in the pulpit of City Temple
Church, London, writes as follows to

ritish Weekly:

From time to time correspondents
write asking me for hints on sermon
preparation, public speaking, and the
like. T am unwilling to say much on
these themes, because I cannot claim
to be an authority on any of them, and
do not care to recommend my own
methods as suitable for others. T can
only state in a few words what 1 have
found useful in my own case. 1 have
alwavs been a hard reader, but have
never read with a view to the pulpit.
Actual preparation does not take me
long. if T am in good health, and 1
do not know what it means to hunt
for a subject. Life is so full and in-
teresting. and the Gospel of Christ so
many-sided, that T cannot but agree
with Phillips Books, that the wonder
would be if one could not find some
aspect of it about which to speak to
one’s fellows two or three times a
week. T think it better to make gen-
eral rather than particular, prepara-
tion. to be full and ready, rather than
to hunt up one particular subject and
work away at it until it is preached.
T mention this with some hesitation,
because it has obvious disadvantages.
and would be scouted in the sermon
class of a theological college. Tts
chiefest drawback. perhaps, is that if
the preacher is physically below the
mark everything suffers. because he
is wnable to concentrate his resources
at the necessary moment. Tt has heen
said that no mental exercise is so ex-
acting as extempore preaching, and T
can well believe it. On the other hand
T have proved by experience that long
lahorions preparation only results in
pulpit failure, so far as T am concern-
ed: T have tried it once or twice for
special occasions, but never with com-

fort either to myself or to my hearers.
1f 1 have ever preached any good ser-
mons it was not because 1 knew be-
forehand Hhat they  were to
be effective. 1 avoid special ser
mons and great occasions  as much
as possible; in fact one's  shrinking
from them is almost morbid, and 1
am ashamed of it. No one admires
more than 1 do the man who can rise
to them, and feel equal to his task.
Many correspondents wish to  know
whether 1 use notes. One gentleman
i« under the impression that he once
heard me read a sermon. He is mis-
taken. | never used notes until after
coming to the City Temple, when 1
tried them for a few months, but
found I could not get on with them
[ had been tecommended to use them
on the ground that with advancing
years my memory would hot continue
to be what it is how, and that | ought
to be prepared for the chatige; but 1
found them a hindrance rather than
a help. A sermon is not s0 much an
affair of memory, after all, as a pre-
sentation of a case. [t is not repeat-
ing something, but saying out what
yott_have been thinking, and using
everything around you to help you,
even the expressions on the faces of
the people. 1 hold myself at liberty
to address myself to any particular
nan whose expression reminds me of
some difficulty that ought not to be
passed over. To do this it means that
notes must be discarded ; they are only
in the way. Better have a clear idea
of what vou mean to teach, and then
get as closely as possible into touch
with vour hearers, so that they mav
preach the sermon along with you
therefore never use notes, cxcept
when referring to special facts or fig-
ures, and theses T place where T can
get at them when they are wante.l
without having them hefore me.
SQometimes T take a book into the pul-
pit and read a passage from it. These,
in brief, are mv methods. 1 give
them to my questioners for what they
may be worth.

PRESBYTERIAN PULPIT
ECHOES.

Rev. W, A, Mcllroy: “The faita
which i« to lift the world must arrive
at service. Tt must  do someth'ng.
Man iz seved to sove

A\ Armsirong, D.D.: “In every
genuine revival there has been a r>vi-
val of increased liberality of brother-
1y ove and of interest in men.”

ey Rilert Young: “A neglected!
anportuity can never bhe regain*
There 's a certain time in every one's
lif» when a chance to accomplish same
good comes, end if neglected the op-
portunity s gone forever. sn if *
wish to live wisely we should do w

Yes nearest ue now.”
Rev. 1. "W H  Milne: “Bvy 0
means (an we elude deadly tenp a-
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