
TWO VALUABLE HISTORICAL WORKS
By Bishop Arnold Harris Mathew, D.D.

THE DIARY OF JOHN BURCHARD OF STRASBURG, Bishop of 
Orta and Civita Ca stall ana, Pontifical Master of Ceremonies to 
their Holiness Sixtus P.P. IV., Innocent P.P. VIII., Alexander 
P.P. VI., Pius P.P. III., and Julius P.P. II. A.D. 1483-1506. 
Translated from the Original Latin, with an Introduction, 
Notes, and Appendices by the Right Rev. Arnold Harris 
Mathew, D.D. In Three Volumes, with over 100 Full-page 
Illustrations. Vol. I. just ready, price 21s. net.

To the student of European history in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the Diary of 
John Burchard, Major Domo and Master of the Ceremonies to Popes Sixtus IV., Innovent 
VIII. Alexander VI., Pius III., and Julius II., and later on Bishop of Orta and Civita 
Castellana, is well known by name. Creighton, Gregorovius, Acton, Ranke, Roscoe, Pastor, 
and other historians of high repute, make frequent reference to it, more especially in con­
nection with the “ chronique scandaleuse ” of the Borgias. Hence the work carries the 
weight of a classic and of an Impartial chronicle.

The present translation from the original barbarous ecclesiastical Latin furnishes a work 
of striking and piquant interest in reflecting the story of the times.

Scotsman “ English-reading students of the history of the papacy will accord a hearty 
welcome to this erudite and valuable rendering of a work of the first importance to their 
studies.”

Pall Mall Gazette :—“ Dr. Mathew has done a real service to students of the Renaissance, 
of history, of maimers, and of ceremonial, by producing the exceedingly handsome edition 
of Burchard’s Diary. . . . Dr. Mathew has done his work of translation very well. . . . The 
book is most handsomely printed and very well illustrated with reproductions of contem­
porary portraits.”

Globe :—“ Although the two volumes under notice have for subject men of very different 
temperament and powers, neither work [Burchard and Hildebrand] can be neglected by 
those who are concerned with the history of the Church of Rome. . . . The light he lets in 
upon passions and motives makes his record the most valuable we possess of the history 
of the Popes from the end of the fifteenth century to the beginning of the sixteenth.”

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HILDEBRAND, POPE GREGORY VII.
By the Right Rev. Arnold Harris Mathew, D.D. (Bishop of 
the Old Roman Catholic Church). Eight Plates. Foolscap 
4to, 12s. 6d. net.

A New Life of the Napoleon of the Church.
‘‘Si je n'étais Napoléon je voudrais etre Grégoire VII.”—Napoleon, after Austerlitz.
“ Under Gregory VII. the struggle between the Empire and the Papacy took an acute 

form. Not content with claiming for the Church an entire independence from the tem­
poral power, he declared that the independence of the Church was to be found solely in the 
assertion of its supremacy over the State. ... In political matters, he asserted that the 
name of Pope was incomparable with any other, that to him alone belonged the right to use 
the insignia of Empire ; ‘ that he could depose Emperors, and all Princes ought to kiss 
his feet ; that he could release subjects from their allegiance to wicked rulers.’ Such were 
Gregory’s tremendous claims for the Papacy. . . . Gregory VII. died in exile, after a com­
paratively brief pontificate of not much more than ten years, but the theory of his office, 
and the prerogatives which he asserted were brought by his successors to a marvellous 
realisation.”

Morning Post :—“ From every point of view his work is well done. He reduces to order 
a mass of obscure names, disentangles the essential from the irrelevant and the un trust­
worthy, and bring» out clearly for the benefit of the uninstructed reader the vital facts of 
Gregory’s life, with the accuracy and discrimination that distinguish the scholar from the 
bookmaker. The attractiveness of the volume is in< reased by the interesting prints and 
photographs with which it is illustrated."

Standard :—“ The book is written with a full appeal to authorities, both mediæval and 
modem, and it throws into relief the old saying that Hildebrand left the impress of his own 
character on the history of all the ages which succeeded him.”

Scotsman “ To his account of this Napoleon of the Church, Bishop Mathew has brought 
the wide research, independence of judgment, and literary skill which have already raised 
him to a high place among the historians of Italy.”
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