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Mrs. Spring Fragrance
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W
HEN MRS. SPRING FRAGRANCE 
first arrived in Seattle, she was un­
acquainted with even one word of 

the American language. Five years later 
her husband, speaking of her, said: “There 
are no more American words for her learning.” 
And everyone who knew Mrs. Spring Fra­
grance agreed with Mr. Spring Fragrance.

Mr. Spring Fragrance, whose business name 
was Sing Yook, was a young curio merchant. 
Though conservatively Chinese in many 
respects, he was at the same time what is 
called by the Westerners, “Americanized.” 
Mrs. Spring Fragrance was even more “Ameri­
canized.”

Next door to the Spring Fragrances lived 
the Chin Yucns. Mrs. Chin Yuen was much 
older than Mrs. Spring Fragrance; but she 
had a daughter of eighteen with whom Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance was on terms of great 
friendship. The daughter was a pretty girl 
whose Chinese name was Mai Gwi Far


