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Buying and Using Fertilizers

Tlll-Rl" area few things about the purchase and use of rhemiral fertil-

isers that may be reRarded as settled. The science of " ba- nianiir-

iPK" IS hardly out of the cradle yet, thtre .no hundreds of :hmns yet to be

learned and the few positive facts will help m sohmf- new problems. \\ e

know that nitrogen, potash and phosphoric a.-id have a .crtaii. intrinsic value

when touml in fe.tili/.ers just as when luund in Hour or meat. \^ t-' "n^^";-

stand iierfectly well that the grain we feed our horses and
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value determined by the co.st ot growing, grinding and marketing it. 1 he

food that feeds our i.lants in the same way and tor like reasons has

""
'"l-vin- burner knows that the straw and the cUaff of the wheat plant will

make a cheap ration for his cows ; but that he would starve to death .m the

proceeds of a dairy fed on suci, food. Take away the diaff and most of the

straw add grain and clover hay and you have a ration costing more and yet

Yielding so Times as much profit. Both rations contain nitrogen, i-otash and

phosphoric acid, but the grain ration contains these elements in a concen-

trated and digestible form. In the same way at hk.m- fertilizer might be

riade containing these elements in a crude, bulky, indissolvable lorin, for

possibly half the price of a standard brand which contains twice as much

soluble plant food as the cheaper one.

n uying a given amount of food in the cheap fertilizer you pay

,)erha,)s twice 'as niuch for freight, cartage, bagging and hnndling ««>""<»

n buy ng the better brand. The belief that chemical fertilizers "live bi.t

one year "-that they leach out of the soil in one season-has stood in the

Lht of many farmers who did not dare to use fertilizer enough through fear

hat it would wash out and be wasted. It is true that much of tl^e nuroge

is washed away often the first season, but the potash and ,.hosphoric acid

cannot go until the soil goes.

Olio ^riioiis-»«i»<l l>c>llfii"S l^volii.
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