
>*-

lis

ii

l\

'

i

80 misgellaa'^eous discourses.

It seen-, apparent from the whole story,—and the fact

will presently receive incontrovertible proof,—that John's
question, and the answer of our 7jorf\ „ "e neither of them
spoken aloud, but tliat all tiiat passed was m an under
tone between the two. With regard to the sop, that was
simply a portion of food. It was the part of him who pre-
si'1 id at table to distribute portions of food to the diflferent

guests. The circumstance, therefore, o." a sop being given
^0 Judas was nothing singular, nor was it calculated in tho
least degree to excite suspicion with regard to him.

Vek. 27.—"And after the sop Satan entered into him."

Scripture informs us that Satan has, in some manner,
access to our hearts, and is con tantly endeavouring to s*^-

duce us into sin. Our wills, however, as rat" onal agents,

are left free. It remains with us to comply with his soli-

citations, or to reject them. Now, there are few things, if

any, which lead a man to surrender himself so entirely to
evil influences as the consciousness of detect- d guilt. In
the mind of one who i-^ me'itating some scheme of nefa-

rious wickedness, there will oft( itimes long remain a re-

luctance to str the • 'ow whi will perfect his intended
crime,—a hesitancy to take the step, after which there
can be no retreat. But, amidst such indecision, let him
be aware tiiat hit viuany has be .) detected, and the con-
sciousness of this will drive him to thd last exti vanities.

So it was with Judas. Guilt is q, i-eyed; and I supi.ose

that while the rest of the npav
, were looking? in per-

plexity on one an ther, Juc' yo^ observe Peter beckon-
ing ;o John. At all events, a the watch, as he would be,

to find indications of the extent to which his desig. ^ were
ascertained, he would be certain to observe John whisper-
ing in the Saviour's ear,—and then the Saviour whispering
something in renlv.—and fh^n tlio rlinninrr nf th^ ^^^ -y^ii

the handing of it to him,—succeeded by the serious regard
of Jesus, and by the shuddering gaze of the other,—and


