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^ SKUMON.

the Jonuneiullons of perdition in scripture ore always connected

with personal voluntary ngonoy ; und in all the accounts given of

the judgement men are reprohcnti'd as judge<l accnrdiog to their

personal conduct, nor does there appear any evidence of any
i)oing condemned except for their actual transgressions. It is

true wo behold them here suffering many evils for the transgres-

sion of the first Adam, hut may wo not expect that "much
more" they shall obtain salvation through the righteousness of

the second,
111 n'boiii the tiilioKof Atlmn boatit

SliiH' bicsslii}."* tliiui their futlicr Inct.

When wo consider, too, the divine character as deli'ditinf in

mercy, and more especially, that through the glorious work of

the lledeemor, mercy can bo exercised in harmony with all his

perfections, and that now their salvation depends on his will, have

we not much to assure us, Jiat all who have not sinned in their

own person will bo admitted to his favour. Besides this, the

scriptures ro[)ri'scnt CJod in His dispensations as exercising spe-

cial care over c-hildren; and in every covenant transaction with

the cliildrnn of men he 1ms included die •' little ones" in their

benignant provisions. lie too who came to declare the Father, is

exhibited in the endearing character of the good .shepherd, who
takes the lambs in his arms and carrie? them Ji his bosom, and

this character he exemplified on earth by several incidents of the

most toucliing def,'crIplion. One of these deserves particular

attention. It is recorded by three of the Evangelists. \\v

(juote it from 3Iark, chap. x. l.-^— 10: -'And thoy brought

young children uni. him tiiat he should touch them : and his

disciples rebuked ihem that brought them. iJut when Jesus saw
it he was much displeased, and said unto them, suiTer the little

children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is tho

kingdom of God. A'crily I say unto you, whosoever shall not

receive tho kingdom of Ciod as a little child, he shall not ent.>r

therein. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon

them and blessed them." From those r.nd siniihu- scriptura!

oonsiderations. we have strong reason to hope regarding those,
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