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CHAPTER 1.

06 SOME ANATOMICAL AND PAarnornoGroarn, CONSIDERATIONS

During the past twenty vears or so ideas as to the ctiology
and treatment of inguinal hernia have undergone a oreat ehange

This is ehiefly due to the influenee of the wreitings of My, Hamilton

Russell, of Melbourne, who, in 1899, published a paper * in which
he made the sucoestion that i all eases of imcumal herma, both
in children and adults, the sae was a coneenital structure and

that it was alwavs derived from a persistent patent funicula
process.  This theory, generally known as the Saccular Theory
ol Hernia, was subsequently elaborated by Mr. Russell in a
cries of papers.t and in these a congenital origin was also
claimed for the saes of femoral, umbilical and diveet ingninal
herniie, as well as the ordinary imdiveet form of the latter This
led to considerable controversy, especially as to the ctiology of
femoral hernial saes, but as it is proposed to discuss in these
pages only the common indireet variety of inguinal hernia
there is no need to o into this matter here. Those who wish to
further consider the faects and arguments in favour of My,

s views will find them ably and toreibly stated
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in the papers alrcady mentioned, and also in the works ol

Mr. R. W, Murray, of Liverpool. i who is a strong supporter ol
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