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CHAPTEH I

BOBBT MAXES SOME IMPOBTANT PBEPABATIOKS FOB A
COMMEBCIAL UFE
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I
AM profoundly convinced that my son is a fool,*'

read the will of old John Burnit. "I am, how-

ever, also convinced that I allowed him to be-

come so by too much absorption in my own affairs and

too little in his, and, therefore, his being a fool is

hereditary ; consequently, I feel it my duty, first, to

give him a fair trial at making his own way, and

second, to place the balance of my fortune in such

trust that he can not starve. The trusteeship is al-

ready created and the details are nobody's present

business. My son Robert will take over the John

Burnit Store and personally conduct it, as his only re-

source, without further question as to what else I

may have left behind me. This is my last will and tes-

tament."

That is how cheerful Bobby Burnit, with no
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