
As t« tool*
:

All that U wanteil the tint year in a double bittwl axe, if
y<iu know how to um^ one, or a Mrn(ii.-hitte<J one if vou are only learninic.
(iret a liKhl axe with a Made not t4M> wi«le ami wr.iji '^(im« lijjht fence win*
arourol the handle tlo«< to the hea«l -thin »avei« nunv a broken handle)
If there w no clearinK «»n your plate u> «tart with, buy a «roall n./ed wall
tent and aliout 100 feet sup. of lix I inch tMNtnlit for your camp. Het ui
your tent on the south or east of your land (an that is the side y,m should
sUrt to chop Hrst), and on 1\m roailside not us. far fnmi wuter. Always
!;Urt to clear, if possible, on the south side of vour land Jirst. This d.ies not
make very uiucli dirteren the first year, but it makes a biu difference every
year afterwanis, Wauie after you have j(ot a clearing once nwie, your
subsequent clearin^k dry <mt (|uicket if they are ojs'n to the south.

The first thing t.) be consiflered is what should Ih« elmppe»l first ; to chop
down the whole bush, l»i« and little, is a heavy task, a slo*- le, and nearly
always spoils the clearing. The object should b« to burr tie timlwr as
possible, as the larger tre«'» are valuable, or will be ii h ear future ut
least to the extent of paying to take them away ; therefoi., leaveall the first
growth fir and cedar (the sUnding tree Nikes up no more room than the
stum;, ill occupy after the tree is chopptKl d<.wn, and in a very short tiino
timlH. of this character will not only p«iy to remove but give a profit
surticient to pay for taking out the stump.) Another reason for leaving
these big trees is that they are coniferous trees (that is, fir, ce«lar and hem-
lock), and if you burn them on the j,.-ound the fire is so hot thai you hum
the vegetable humus o-M of the soil and get none ..f the fertilising ishes left
by deciduous trees to take its place. Still another »cs antage of leaving the
verj' big trees is, that when all the other timlje; is burnt off they are more
exp»8ed to the wind, and often during th;* winter they will blov over and
bring up the stump, thus saving the c.wt of stumping later on. The second
growth fir, one to two feet in diameter, makes gissl cord-wood, for which
there IS a ready sale t.. the steamlioats at i?J.25 a cord, a price which al»ut
pajs for the chopping <^nd hauling, b • let- which, it pays to take this away,
as you save the burning and logging ! du not injure the land. Deducting
the heavy tiinl)er and second growth iferous woods, which practically cost
nothing to get rid of, as wage

, aro made while clearing them, there are only
the fir and cedar saplings an ! 'he deciduous trees left, the latter of which it
IS advantai,eou8 tc chop and ' urn (even the heavy ones, of which there will
be very few over :- inches th. k;, as they make a lot of ashes, which enrich
the soil and make ' ne seed t)ed.

In chopping this kind of b-'sh the time of the year should be considered •

the best time to burn is about the middle of August; good fires are sometime-s
got a month earlier or a month later, but August l.jth is a good average
During a dry summer bush will burn two weeks after it is chopped (that is
if It IS well pile<l), so it is a good plan f-> have all your chopping finished by
August Ist if possible, or even a little earlier. Aider is almost the only
deciduous tree which can be choppe<l when the sap is down and the leaves
are off (that is in winter), without much danger of its sprouting, so that it
IS better not to start chopping until about April 1st, by which time the
trees are all bursting into leaf ; the more leaves there are when the trees are
cut the better will be the fire and remember that a good burn is the biggest
half of the battle. If the b ush is well pile<l and burnt at the right time the


