
.NOTATION AND NUMERATION.

Ill the decimal s_\>U'iii is rcprcscnicd by 3,641, icX) in the

('ciiiiial SysUin.

L'unii)aralivc tables, sliowiug numbers in ordinary
use (say up -.o 500 or i.cxxj) expressed in the two systems,
mij^iu be prepared and placed in all buuks of ordinary
literature. This would mean no appreciable additit)n to

the cost ot a book and wouid serve occasionally as a con-
venient reference. Numbers hii^her than llie-e yivc only
a \ery \ as,uu- idea, at best, to the huiiian mind; hence a

le^^oll or tW'p on what we mii^ht call "ImaiLjinative pro-

portions" Would be ample to j;ive anyone a sulticient idea

of how any Ic.r^e number, expressed decimally, would be
exjn-e.-^sed in the (X'tinia! System. I'or instance, 10,000

in cnir present notation would be -'.H-O in the new; one
liundri(i ;ho;;sand l.)ecoines three etreds and three etands,

two eired t,,iiret and so on. Thus any number of thou-
sands (.r millions could be rouj^-jily expressed with but
little nienl;;l cltort.

rile t,-Teaicst objection that can be raised to the in-

troduction 01 a new system of notation will be that all

matluniatical books and tablo will have to be renewed
at considerable trouble and cx])ense. However, the ex-

pense v.ould I)e triHin^r comi)ared with the loss in the

value o!' niachiuery entailed I'y ihe introduction of the

Metric System and, moreover, it will siion be repaid by
the ,y:a:n in labor and efficiency. The tnnilile will be
borne by nu-n whose time is jCfiveii to educational work
and not by Ijusiness men or mechanics. Then, too, it will

be some years before either the IVench .Metric or an Octi-
mal system could be introduced and by that time, new-

editions of all the most useful books would be rccpiired

and the change could be made as they were printed. Even
the task of i)reparin,c: a new table of lo,G:arithms, with the
multitude of double transformations necessary, is, com-
paratively a small undertakinjj.


