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in due course handed over for trial to the French, who, however, refused to
deal with the suborning charge and decided to take action only on that of
smuggling, the sentence for which we well knew would be insuflicient to keep
him out of harm’s way, and with which the British military authorties were not
directl?' concerned. (Mokaddam was, as it turned out, acquitted on the
smuggling sharge.) M. Helleu was therefore asked either to have Mokaddam
tried on a charge of suborning or to hand him over to the Ninth Army for
deportation on the grounds of military security. Unfortunately, Mokaddam is
a candidate for election in the new  Lebanese Parliament and, moreover, is
| strongly supported in his candidature by the French. The French authorities
3 strongly object to any interference on our part with his standing for election,
! and, for the moment, the local British authorities have agreed, in order to avoid
| a  serious breach with the French, to their request that Mokaddam should be
allowed to return to Tripoli and to stand for election, though he will be confined
to his house under strict surveillance. The case is serious owing to its reaction
on military discipline and security, and further representations to the French
authorities are under consideration.

On the 17th June the Lebanese Government issued two decrees amending
the electoral law ; one altering the method of calculating the number of Deputies
allotted to each district and introducing new principles in computing the total
population of the Lebanon, the other increasing the number of Deputies from
42 (22 Christian and 20 Moslem) to 54 (32 Christian and 22 Moslem), thus
increasing the Christian majority from 2 to 10. It was also stated that the
date of election would be announced on the 23rd June. Both decrees gave rise
to violent Moslem opposition. A representative gathering of Moslems threatened
_ to boycott the elections unless the decrees were rescinded, and formal protests
|| were made by a Moslem deputation, not only to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires
and to the French, but also to the representatives of the United States, Iraq and
; Egypt.

Dr. Tabet was obviously perturbed by the opposition aroused, and on the
26th June his Government announced that the election would be held on the 26th
and 27th September. He also informed the Moslems that there would be a fresh
census of the population before the election, but as there is good precedent for
all Lebanese resident abroad, most of whom are Christians, to be represented
in the Chamber, although they do not vote, this information s hardly likely to
assuage Moslem feeling.

Dr. Tabet has thus gone back on his undertaking to hold the Lebanese
election at about the same time as that to be held in Syria, where the primar
election will take place on the 10th July and the secondary on the 25th July.
He has also given the lie to his own previous statement that he did not intend
to increase the number of Deputies. In taking these measures it seems fairl
clear that Dr. Tabet has acted under pressure from the French, who have playec{
on his desire ‘‘to save the Lebanon from the Moslems,” and who hope, by
increasing the number of Christian Deputies and by prolonging the electoral
campaign, to facilitate the return to Parliament of as many pro-French candidates
as possible. :

The regrouping of the Iraqi Cabinet, foreshadowed for some weeks, was
announced on the 24th June. The most important changes were those involved
by the appointment as Minister of the Interior of Saleh Jabr, former Minister of
Finance, and of Abdul Illah Hafiz as Minister of Education. In the opinion
of His Majesty’s Ambassador the new Cabinet is probably as good as any that
could be formed in view of the paucity of material at the present time. The
reshuffle has aroused little comment locally, and is regarded as hardly more than
another new deal from the old pack. Nuri Pasha, who had intended to leave
Bagdad on a visit to Cairo on the 28th June, was unfortunately taken ill on
the 24th, and was compelled to cancel his arrangements.

The financial situation in Persia is causing very grave concern to His
Majesty’s Minister and to the American Financial Adviser in Tehran. In their
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the next Persian month the situation will become even more serious, By the
end of the financial year there will be an estimated deficit of 800 millio
and Dr. Millspaugh’s proposal to increase salaries of Government employees b
50 per cent., which he regards as vital to the success of his various schemes wiﬁ'
involve a further expenditure of 500 million rials. Persian Government funds
tied up in grain reserves or other essential commodities would amount to another

n rials,
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