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York group meets with Sorbara
on enrolment, funding policies

By JAMES FLAGAL

A report presented to Minister of
Universities and Colleges Gregory
Sorbara recommends a system
where each Ontario university is
designated an enrollment limit and
would be funded according to that
limit.

The report, assembled by Reya
Ali, president of the Council of York
Student Federation (CYSF), Wayne
Burnett, president of the Faculty of
Education Students Association and
Graham Thompson, Researcher for
CYSF and titled ““The Resolution of
Contradictions in Post Secondary
Education Policy,” was presented to
the minister last Wednesday.

In the report proposed, recom-
mendations are made ‘‘to resolve the
long standing contradiction between
government’s accessibility policy
and its punitive funding formula.”
The government’s accessibility pol-
icy promises post-secondary educa-
tion to all students with averages of
60 percent or better.

These recommendations include
ways to create a ‘‘rough equity sys-
tem such that each student would be
receiving the benefit of roughly
equal funding per student.”

In the past decade York enrol-
Iment has increased from 24,000 to
40,000.

Ali said that the rough equity sys-

tem would discourage universities to
grow past their designated capaci-
ties, and each university would
receive roughly equal funding per
student, Ali said. ““A rough equity
system would correspond to annual
enrollment changes in each institu-
tion, instead of basing allocation
figures on past enrollment which
does not represent the true figures of
today,” he added.

Ali told Sorbara that presently a
two tier university system exists
where universities such as York are
being chronically underfunded.

Ali added that York has been a
‘“safety valve” for the government
because of its accessibility policy.
*“There will have to be cuts in student
enrollment at York or a change in
the funding formula,” Ali told Sor-
bara. “We at York are actually being
penalized for increasing our enrol-
Iment while universities like Queens
and Western, which have decreased
their student body size, are benefit-
ing from the present funding formu-
la.”

Also included in the report is a
discussion of overcrowding at York.
York currently rates as the second
most overcrowded university in
Ontario and is suffering from lack of
capital funds. Ali told the minister
that even if they equalized the pres-
ent formula, it will not rectify the

ties Gregory Sorbara.

building problem at York. ‘“An arti-
ficial injection of money straight
from the government will be needed
in order to put York back on par
with the other universities,” Alisaid.

Other recommendations include
that each university submit a prop-
osal outlining its present building
condition, future outlook in enrol-
Iment, and an assurance from the
universities that they will erect build-
ings that are easily modifiable to cor-
respond to changing demographics.

The report proposes that build-
ings be versatile to adjust to varying

OFS works to improve OSAP

By LAURA LUSH

The Ontario Federation of Students
(oFs) will continue to lobby the pro-
vincial government for improve-
ments to the Ontario Student Assist-
ance Program (OSAP) despite an
eight percent boost in funding to the
1986-87 budget.

OFS Chairman Bernard Drainville
said the federation is *‘satisfied with
the increase , but are still working
on improving other areas of the OSAP
program.” The OFS lobbies on behalf
of more than 200,000 students from
14 universities province-wide.

Colleges and Universities Minister
Gregory Sorbara announced the
details of the $10.8 million increase on
January 16, three months after
Treasurer Robert Nixon said the
1986-87 0SAP budget would increase
from $135-million to $145.8-million.

*“It’s essentially a victory for OFS,”
Drainville said, adding that $10-
million of the $10.8-million increase
would be allocated to the Ontario
Student Grant Plan instead of the
Canada Student Loan program.”

Sandra Antoniani, CYSF's Direc-
tor of External Affairs, said she
doesn’t “‘credit OFS with securing the
increase,” because “‘one of the Lib-
eral’s campaign promises was to
increase the OSAP budget.”

Drainville said that Sorbara
announced that most of the grant

increase will be allocated to low-
income families. A student coming
from a family of three children with a
combined income of $20,000 will
receive a maximum of $4,520 in
grant assistance, an increase of $600
from 1985-86. *‘It's going to make
accessibility to post-secondary edu-
cation easier,”” Drainville said. Mar-
ried students will also receive more
grant money because of changes to
the grant calculation method that
will take more account of the level of
cost of living, and reduced the work-
ing spouse’s expected contribution.
A 33 percent increase in the Ontario
Special Bursary Plan will also
increase funding for part-time
students.

Drainville said that the OFs is
addressing other problematic areas
of the OSAP plan, such as expect stu-
dent contributions and the grant
eligibility period. A five member
team, the OFS Analysis Team, sub-
mitted a preliminary report, based
on their review of OSAP, to Sorbara
two weeks ago. Some of their
recommendations including increas-
ing the personal living allowance,
and increasing the eight semester
grant eligibility period to 12 or 14 weeks.

Drainville said the four percent
increase to OSAP’s personal living
allowance is not enough. ‘“*An
increase from $95.00 to $99.00 is not
adequate for students living away
from home to cover their food,

OFS/CYSF: issues and views

cont’d from p. 1

Blink, *‘if there is enough support for
an issue then there is a committee.”
People bring ideas to OFS; OFS
doesn’t put the ideas in their head,”
Blink added.

*“The staff doesn’t spend days and
days on it,” Blink said. ““It’s not a
major priority; the central priorities
(of OFs) are quality and accessibility
of education.
® The Issue—The lack of OFS pres-
ence at York.

CYSF—CYSF feels that OFS has no vis-
ibility on campus. The fieldworker
for York is also responsible for eight
other universities between Toronto
and Thunder Bay, which leaves her

only three days a month to visit the
campus.

OFS—According to the OFS chair-
person, Bernard Drainville, ‘“‘the
fieldworker depends a lot on activity
on campus . . . (and) CYSF is not
doing much.” “It’s hard to provide
assistance when we can’t get cooper-
ation with CYSF;” Drainville com-
plained, ‘‘we’re received like a
stranger.”

Blink feels that it’s not necessary
for a fieldworker to be around that
often at York because of its location.

*“OFs is right downtown at Yonge
and Bloor,” Blink said. *“York’s in
the same city and doesn’t use it.”

transportation, and housing costs,”
he said.

Drainville said that the Ministry
of Colleges and Universities is also
conducting its own internal review of
OSAP. “We hope that Mr. Sorbara
will continue to listen to student
concerns as expressed by OFS and
will take in account our recommen-
dations,” Drainville said.

OFS is expected to submit their
final review and recommendation of
the OSAP system to the minister in
June.

Minister of Colleges and Universi-

Cont’d

enrollment so classrooms could be
easily changed into labs or study
halls, and buildings could be expan-
dable at an affordable sum of
money.

Ali told Sorbara that the entire
funding system for universities needs
restructuring based on a rough
equity system so everyone could
receive an equal amount of funding
without discrimination involved.

In the final segment of the report,
transfer payments are discussed out-
lining the past government’s transfer-
ring of education funds to other pol-
icy areas. In the past equalization
payments given to the province by
the federal government contained set
budget allocations for each policy
area, forcing provincial govern-
ments to allocate the appropriate
amount to universities and colleges.

During the meeting, an aide to
Sorbara told Ali that universities
and colleges are an easyareato
transfer funds from since most of the
public views this as low priority
when compared to other areas such
as health. He said that political will
to upgrade post-secondary educa-
tion is usually low because of apa-
thetic public opinion.

The aide used the senior citi-
zens as an example of a group which
mobilized opinions in their favor
when their programs were in danger
of being reduced by the government.

“Universities need a higher profile
in order to get a bigger slice of the

budgetary pie,”” the aide said.
“‘Otherwise funds will always be
extracted from the post-secondary’s
purse unless public opinion is
mobilized.”

The aide told Ali that the Lib-
eral government is fully committed
to Excellence in Education. He also
told Ali that the government is set-
ting up commission changes for the
funding formula, requesting presi-
dents from each university to submit
proposals.

Sorbara and his aide both com-
plimented CYSF's proposal. The aide
said the brief was both creative and
comprehensive in dealing with the
present allocation problem.

Sorbara, however, could not
assure Alion any future government
action to remedy York’s present
dilemmas, but promised that he
would look into the matter.

Sorbara’s aide added that the
funding formula is *‘a huge monster
which no one understands,” adding
that revisions in the formula are
needed.

Sorbara concluded the meeting by
promising Ali that his government
would be responsible for allocating
the appropriate funds to universities
and colleges, instead of transferring
funds to other policy areas.

“Hopefully this government will
react to the needs of the system,” Ali
said, ‘‘because already the detri-
ments are being felt right here at
York.”

Student employment plan
unveiled by government

By JAMES FLAGAL

Ontario Skills and Development
Minister Gregory Sorbara has
unveiled his government’s student
employment program for this
summer. Sorbara, who also fills the
University and Colleges portfolio,
announced the program at Univer-
sity of Toronto’s Erindale campus
last Wednesday.

The ministry has allocated 43.8
million dollars for the program
which promises to make 61,000 jobs
available to students this summer.
The entire summer program has
been broken down into the following
three separate programs:

1) Experience '86; which provides

7000 jobs in more than 100 ministries
and associated organizations where
students gain first hand knowledge
in areas that they are considering as
careers. The jobs vary from teaching
water safety to research work in labs.

2) The Ontario Youth Employ-
ment Program; pays a wage subsidy
of $1.25 an hour to Ontario employ-
ers to encourage them to create
53,000 new summer jobs.

3) Student Venture Capital; pro-
vides interest-free loans up to $2000
to operate their own business.

Additional summer employment
is available through other programs
of the Ontario Government includ-
ing the Junior Ranger Program of
the Ministry of National Resources.

YORK SKI CLUB
READING WEEK
LAST MINUTE SPECIAL

WHISTLER, B.C.
$595 ALL INCLUSIVE

INCLUDES: 6 nights accommodation

at Whistler Creek Lodge

1 night Century Plaza Hotel
downtown Vancouver

7 day lift ticket
Airfare - Wardair 747
Welcome Reception
On hill race & party
All taxes

DEPART SAT. FEB. 15
RETURN SUN. FEB. 23

Full payment is required to book at this late date.

FOR MORE INFORMATION COME TO OUR CENTRAL SQUARE TABLE
OR CALL JACK AT 636-5578

TOUR OPERATED THROUGH SKICAN

Whister/Blackcomb
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