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U of T funds terrible telescope

TORONTO (CUP) — The
University of Toronto may help
build an observatory in Arizona
that native Americans say violates
their religious rights and environ-
mental law.

The University of Arizona has
invited U of T to help fund the
world’s biggest telescope, said Emie
Seaquist, head of the U of T's as-
tronomy department.

Costing $80 million, itwould be
one of three telescopes in the
project, which is alsofunded by the
University of Ohio, Germany's
Max Planck Institute, and the Vati-
can.

U of T has not yet accepted, but
is interested and is looking for a
donor to foot the bill, Seaquist
said.

But some Canadian natives and
environmentalists are asking U of

T to join the project, saying Mt. -

Graham — where the telescopes
will be located — is sacred Apache
ground and an environmentally
sensitive area. On Aug. 19, 20 peo-
ple gathered outside of U of T's
astronomy department to protest
the university’s potential involve-
ment in the project.

“This project is a desecration of
the Apache people who use that
mountain,” said Mohawk Nation
member Danny Deaton. “What if
people came here to Toronto and
started raping graveyards? This is
what these people are facing.”

U of T has not yet assessed the
ethical and environmental aspects
of the project, Seaquist said.

“It’s far too early for us to have
thought about that.”

The project recently made head-
lines in the United States when
two Arizona Apache elders filed a
lawsuit to stop construction, which
began last April. The suit names
Arizona's Forest Service as the de-
fendant, claiming it violated sev-
eral environmental laws and the
Apaches’ freedom of religion by
giving U of A permission to begin
construction.

Apache elders regularly use the
mountain for healing purposes such
as gathering water and herbs.

Patricia Cummings, one of the
Apaches’ lawyers, said the Forest
Service didn’t make a serious effort
to contact the tribes before start-
ing the project. U of A and the
Forest Service sent letters to 19
tribes, but many tribes say they
didn’t get the letter or got it too
late. :

U of A spokesperson Steve
Eremine said the university can’t
be held responsible.

“In each case they (the tribes)
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were asked for comment and in
each case they refused.”

But the Forest Service ignored
existing research material that ex-
plains the religious and culrural
uses of the mountain, Cummings

said.
Whatever

disturbances are
going to happen
have already
happened

“They have the papers which
talk about the Apache use of the
mountains. They have that in their
archives.”

James Abbott, Forest Service
supervisor for the area and a de-
fendant in the lawsuit, said he could
not comment on the case.

The plaintiffs also claim the
Forest Service's studies of the ob-
servatory’s environmental impact
didn’t meet environmental law
standards.

Sreve Warshal, a U of A biolo-
gist who participated in many of
the studies, agreed. He said the
Forest Service ignored evidence the
project will endanger at least six
new species of insect and one spe-
cies of squirrel found only on Mt.
Graham.

However U of A astronomer
Michael Cusanovich said U of A
has already won preliminary trial
for previous lawsuits launched by
environmental groups.

The court will also have to con-
sider that construction has already
begun on two of the telescopes, he
said.

“Whatever (environmental) dis-
turbances are going to happen have
already happened.”
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Find out how you can
campus radio station.

We're located on the fourth floor of the Dal
Student Union Building. Drop by and check
out the station, meet programmers, and staff.

CKDU FM Request Line 494-2487
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Interested applicants
please send resumes or
work history io:

call our toll free number

1-800-363-8955-
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Dalhousie Student Union
w WANTS YOU !

There are two executive positions available:

Community Affairs Co-ordinator
Communications Co-ordinator

and one council position for a first year student:

Member at Large
(First Year Student Only)

Please pick up & drop off applications at:

Application deadline - Thursday, September 26th
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"WELCOME DALHOUSIE STUDENTS

I BUY ONE TICKET: GET ONE FREE

| FOR ALL REGULAR AHL NIGHT GAMES !
(That's a $5.00 value - Student Rate)

This Coupon is redeemable

at the
Halifax Metro Centre
Box Office

up to one hour prior to the
start of that night's game,

Offer expires November 15th, 1991
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Hockey Club
Look ! Reduced student session ticket rate $150.00. §

i Contact Barb Dankin at 421 - 1600




