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Lest we Forget...

An exercise in soul searching

by Chris Lambie
imothy Findley gave z
public reading at the

T Dalhousie Arts Centre last

Thursday evening in conjuction

While he was suffering from a bad
case of the flu, Findley provided
an excellent taste of the dichotomy
of his wit and moving sense of
tragic catharsis.

He put the group of about one

with the art gallery’s exhibition Lest hundred fifty people immediat®Ty
We Forget - Souvenons-Noys, at ease with an anecdote from a

Jazz quartet dynamic

by Gurn Blansten

ast Friday The Mike

Murley Quartet breezed

into town on the last leg of
their Maritime tour. This concert
at the Sheraton was the second
presentation of the fall season for
JazzEast, the Halifax jazz organi-
zation.

Murley, a native of Windsor,
Nova Scotia, effortlessly demon-
strated why he is one of Canada's
premier young lions. Along with
John Macleod on trumpet/
flugelhom, Jim Vivian on bass, and
Barry Elmes on drums, Murley
presented a sparkling repertoire of
original and standard tunes.

Most interesting among them
were the various homage tunes.
“Sometimes You Feel That Way”,

a swinging bluesy tune had the
audience hopping as Murley's tenor
spun a catchy melody over the
pulsating rhythm section. This
piece is a loving homage to Texas
tenorman Amett Cobb and by all
estimates, including Murley's, it is
his most popular number.

Another piece, “Fish Heads”, is
dedicated to drummer Elvin Jones
with the capable Elmes filling in
for the former Coltrane sideman.

The remaining tribute, “Some-
thing Like Sonny”, is dedicated to
tenor colossus Sonny Rollins, who
according to Murley, is his fa-
vourite sax player after Nova
Scotia's own Don Palmer.

The rest of the band shifts into
these various styles with relative
case and Murley's solos are per-
fectly complimented by the excit-

Graduation
Photography

YOUR NUMBER ONE CHOICE

gareypridham

pho-to g+ ap-nae.:

1586 argyle street 422 -9103

halifax, nova scq’flu

Page 12

Dalhousie Gazetie

Thursday, October 25

biographical play about Truman
Capote. With a dramatic hand to
his forehead, and a wicked south-
em accent playing on his tongue,
he twanged “Ahhm not deykadent,
Ahhm just seeick.”

He told a story regarding the

Canadian book of lists. Apparently,

ing Vivian and McLeod, who
blows a mean hormn.

Murley himself is the perfect
leader for this hot combo. He is
obviously the creative force behind
it, as the majority of original com-
positions clearly dictates. He is also
a strikingly dynamic tenor player,
who proudly carries on the Rolins
tradition. Not satisfied with simply
fronting the group, Murley's energy
drives it with a commanding mu-
sical confidence that is surprising
for a 28-year-old rising star.

This remarkable creative matu-
rity is best demonstrarted in a piece
like “Split”, a Nova Scotia-influ-
enced number that clearly shows
his ability to capture a mood and
also undenialbly affirms his place
in Canada as one of its brightest
new talents.

acertain Dutch-emigre/book-storé
manager in Toronto was asked to
produce a top ten list of books on
the Canadian scene in the past
twenty years. Pressed for time, she
had been forced to dictate the list
over the phone after ninning up two
flights of stairs. Findley was
amazed to discover that he had
come in at number six in the rank-
ing with a book he had yet to write:
Divorce, by T. Findley...

He read from his new book of
reminiscences about the evolution
of his novel The Wars. In the piece
he described how a publisher had
prompted him to bum a manuscript.
He said that an author burns a
manuscript, “not so that other peo-
ple cannot read it, but in order to
get rid of that little piece of them-
selves the work represents.” He
goes on to describe how, a few
months later, he was scared to light
the fireplace in a cold room where
his publisher was reading the first
sixty pages of The Wars, lest his
friend get any more bright ideas
(through association) about editing.
Findley built up the tension so well
that the audience in studio one gave
acommunal sigh of relief when the
publisher said “This is good, we
can fix it.”

In a piece designed to highlight

the ironic nature of war, he de-
scribed the plight of an officer faced
with an irreparably wounded horse
hammessed deep in the hold of a
troop ship. The officer is forced to
pump round after round into the
horse because the ship is bucking
so wildly and his hands are shaking
so badly that he wounds the horse
many times before he can kill it. In
the end, the officer asks a young
sergeant to join him for a drink to
sooth their mutually frazzled
nerves. The boy refuses on the
grounds that he promised his
mother he wouldn’t drink while he
was away. While this may look
like just another one of the many
vicious digs at the mother figure
that haunt Findley’s work, it is also
an obvious index to the bitter sweet
nature of a world that will let a boy
die for an empty nationalistic cause,
but won’t let him have a drink be-
fore he does so.

While he amused and entertained
the audience with lots of stories
ranging from tales of his blind cat
Moty to strange homosexual trysts
in the name of art, he was not
brought to read at Dal for this pur-
pose. Findley came to share the
soulful pathos of his works with a
world who are constantly forget-
ting not to forget.

A SUMMER IN OTTAWA

fields listed below.

1991 NSERC UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS

at the UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA

For students who foresee a career in research, the Summer Research Scholarships will
provide research experience with leading Canadian scientific investigators in one of the

The UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA is Canada's oldest and largest bilingual university. The
campus is within a 10-minute walk to Parliament Hill, the National Arts Centre, the National
Gallery and the National Museums. Come and experience an enlightening and stimulating
summer at the UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA.

VALUE: $1,200 (minimum) per month, plus
Travel allowance.
DURATION: 3-4 months (May-August 1991)

HOUSING: Reasonable on-campus
accommodation if you want.

REQUIREMENTS: — Must be Canadian or

Biochemistry
Biology
Chemistry

ENGINEERING
Permanent Resident. Chemical
— Must have excellent Civil
academic standing. Electrical
— Must be a full-time student Mechanical

at the undergraduate level.
(Priority will be given to 3rd-year students (2nd
year in some programs in Québec)
APPLICATION PROCEDURE:
1. Complete PARTS 1 and 2 of NSERC FORM 202, normally available at your campus.
2. Add a complete and recent university transcript.
3. Attach a brief description of your research interests.
4. Transmit all documents with a pre-addressed, pre-stamped envelope to your re-
commending professor who must complete NSERC form 202 PART 3 and must
forward your application to our office.

The application must be forwarded before NOVEMBER 16, 1990 to: 3

PARTICIPATING DEPARTMENTS

Computer Science

Physical Geography
Geology
Kinanthropology
Mathematics
Microbiology
Physics
Experimental
Psychology
Systems Science

A SUMMER IN OTTAWA
School of Graduate Studies and Research
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA

115 Séraphin Marion, Room 205,

Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 6N5S
Information: (613) 564-6546




