
identify the causes of conditions 
under which the African woman 
operates," said Bagaya.

"Male-dominated societies 
have been perpetuated by myths, 
customs, traditions,and reli­
gions. These are now well-

ces, to desert their families and 
emigrate to labour or industrial 
centres. In Lesotho, the whole 
Basuto male population crosses 
the border into South Africa, 
leaving women fully in charge of 
making ends meet. "The African
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Planning your holiday shopping spree? Look no further than the University 
Bookstore for a wide variety of interesting gift ideas. Whether you're buying for 
Mom, your kid brother or that favourite sweetie, the Bookstore's friendly staff can 
help you wrap your holiday shopping up in no time flat.

Choose from a wide variety of Dalhousie crested gifts, from knapsacks to pen sets 
to the ever-popular rugby 
shirts and jackets. You'll also 
find a beautiful selection of 
Dalhousie Christmas cards,
UNICEF cards, tree orna­
ments and specially labelled 
Christmas music tapes.

So make your holiday buy­
ing easier this year — shop on 
campus at your University 
Bookstore.
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• Funding available through teaching 
aaalatantshlpa and scholarships 

• Suitably prepared students from 
related fields such as economics, 

computing/systems science and 
psychology may be admitted as

• An opportunity to specialize
• A strong beginning to your future In Management
• if you are a first-class B.Comm graduate this one 

year program may be for you!!!
• Specializing In * Accounting * Finance * Human 

Resources Management * Management 
Sciences/Decision Support Systems * Marketing 
* Policy Analysis
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Dancing Is a universal language and happiness transcends all boun­
daries.

woman is an indispensible 
source of labour, from the 
nuclear family to the global 
economy," she said.

This overwhelming social and 
economic contribution by Afri­
can women is inversely related 
to their influence in the 
decision-making process of their 
society. Unfortunately, there are 
few women involved in politics.

"I must admit that it is easier 
to deal with effects than causes.
It takes complex explanations to

established stereotypes. The 
African man, it must be admit­
ted, has his layer of pressures 
and frustrations. He has also 
been an object of abuse through 
history. Perhaps he has tended to 
unload some of these pressures 
on the women."

Bagaya also looked at the 
brighter side of this story, telling 
the attentive crowd that the 
African woman has made tre­
mendous progress in all walks of 
life in Africa.

"There are now women in 
politics, civil service, profes­
sional jobs, and commerce. But 
this is not nearly enough."

Suggestions were made to 
strengthen women's organiza­
tions at local and national levels, 
as well as establishing extraterri­
torial linkages that promote 
interaction between women 
world-wide.

Bagaya paid tribute to the 
growing network of exchanges 
between Canadian women and 
their counterparts in Africa and 
other Third world countries. 
There is a danger, however, of

Continued on page 22
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when international money lend­
ers are asking Africans to pro­
duce more, it is the African 
woman who has to till the soil 
harder. It is the African woman 
who has to walk many miles in 
search of water when drought 
takes its toll. When the nutri­
tional status and health of child­
ren deteriorate, it is the African 
woman who must nurse them. 
She is the nurse, the doctor, the 
psychologist, the breadwinner, 
and most importantly, the 
mother and homemaker.

The African woman has been 
in full charge of economic pro­
duction, said Bagaya. She 
lamented the fact that African 
male populations have been 
forced, by economic circumstan-

by Karanja Njoroge
he African Woman can­

not afford to be an object of 
pity in her development 

strategy," said Her Excellency 
Princess Elizabeth Bagaya, the 
Ugandan Ambassador to the 
United States, in her address to 
500 guests in the Mclnnes 
Room, Dalhousie University, for 
Africa Night celebrations.

Bagaya said the African social 
and economic condition is 
undergoing a multi-faceted cri­
sis, and the African woman bears 
the brunt of this crisis. It is a 
well-known fact that women 
produce two thirds of agricultu­
ral output in Africa. So, when 
agricultural commodity prices 
collapse on the world market,

T

No longer objects of pity

African women making progress
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