
The Name of the Game
conscience.) A lot of these 
can be brought sans tonearm, 
(we talked about this before) 
and most are expensive.

Which one to buy?? Your 
first priority will probably be 
budget. In this case, it is good 
to remember that your re­
cords can be the most expen­
sive part of your system. (At 
S6.00 to $11.90 a piece it's 
no surprise! ! )

Therefore, if you want to 
consider them an investment, 
it behooves you to treat them 
well by playing them on a 
system which will damage 
them as little possible; while 
still ensuring you the full 
quality the company put 
there. (Which after all, is al­

most th name of die game!)
it you h< ..id not 

scrimp (although admittedly 
there’s little point in a S450 
turntable with an integral arm 
and a" S100 cartridge feeding 
a S19.95 preamp-amp and a 
pair of modified soupcans!) 
Having left that for you to 
think about, we'll leave the 
rest for next week. The Nitty 
Gritty of Gramophones! ! 
What to look for; what the 
gobbelygook means, who to 
believe, and our opinions. 
(Personal subjective ones that

By Fred and Finley
This week a smattering of 

information on a complicated 
bit of business 
table, tone arm, and cart­
ridge.

The first thing to remember 
when dealing with this prob­
lem is that turntable tone 
arm, and cartridge form a 
system. The job of this 
system is to reproduce as 
faithfully as possible the in­
formation pressed on the 
record. It is also important 
that the system does not add 
a signal of its own and does 
not destroy the disc.

Most turntable systems on 
the market today feature an 
integrated tone-arm-turntable 
assembly. This means (ideal­
ly) that the manufacturer has 
spent a lot of time matching 
his tonearm to the turntable.

We favor this arrangement 
(with one exception) for ob­
vious reasons; you'd need a 
mechanical engineer and an 
electrical engineer to decide if 
A's arm will match B's turn­
table. .

Turntables themselves 
come in three basically dif­
ferent forms; manuals auto­
matics, and changers.

Changers $re the most 
common. These are the 
"record player" type; you 
can play one record to six by 
stacking them on a spindle. 
These range in price from 
$12.95 to $229.95; (and thus 
in quailty) all have integrated 
tone arms not a few come 
with a cartridge as well.

Automatic turntables only 
handle one record at a time, 
anci the tonearm — cartridge 
combination is placed on the 
record (and removed) auto­
matically. This has the ad­
vantage of keeping your 
clumsy and sometimes mis­
guided hands away from the 
tone arm, removing the prob­
lems of inadvertent scratches 
and ruined cartridges.

The other advantage is that 
you're not dropping one 
record (which isn't rotating) 
on top of another, (which is) 
The benefits here are obvious. 
Also, since you don't have a 
mechanism to drop records, 
the manufacturer can spend 
the money he would of spent 
on it on a better turntable — 
tone arm combination, 
(again, ideally) This section 
of industry is no less prone to 
rip offs than the rest, and in a 
lot of cases may be more so 
due to consumer ignorance 
and the manufacturer's ten­
dency to play on it.)

Finally, we come to manual

the turn
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In the meantime, if you're 

really having problems in this 
area, drop us a line t/o 
Gazette and we'll try to help.
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turntables, which basically 
are a rotating platter with a 
tone arm on one side. You 
yourself put the tone 
cartridge on the record, and 
you yourself take it off. Dis­
advantages are obvious. Ad­
vantages are that we have no 
mechanies neccessary except 
those that make the record go 
around, therefore we should 
have a better turntable for 
our
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