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The Iýrish SecrDzrtary oD 'Hm
An Interview-With Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, K.C., M.P.

I N an oid-warId office, up some old-world stairsin an old-world building, on an old-world etreel
iu London, site a man who, Iu somne respectE
Is as old-world as hie surroundinge. Hie naxuE

le Augustine Birreil, who 'las the tlianltless job ol
guidlng the destinles of ýthat "mest distreseful coun-
,try," over the way, a day's boat Journey fromn Eng-
land. JHe -bas had -the job since 1907, and in the
igffrt, of events, past and current, he bias made a
conspicuous success of it. But if aud wdien Home
Rule for Ireland goes througli, and John Redmoud
wlugs bis idietorîcal arrows at William O'Brien and
Tim Healy, 1 don',t thinik Mr. Birreli wdi1 lie there
to calu the troubled waters, In hie own inimitable,
birrelous way.

Augustine Birreil lias crowded muoli lnto bis, sixty-
four years. He wae the son of a Baptist mindater,
and was boru near Liverpool. Eduoated primarilr
at Amershll Hall 8choël, lie went up to Camibnidge
and .graduated from Trinity Hall, of which. le lias for
many years fbeen a fellow. IAk-e more tbian hli of
hie colleagues -in the Cabinet, lie le a lawyer. In
1875 lie commenced to plead, and some years later,
took silk. He was a Benere of the Inuer Temple.
For soe yeaire lie was the Quain Professer of Law
In the University o! Loudon.

But it was In literature, and not in legal lore, that
hies fume early went abroad throughout the land.
He looks a Iîtterateur, Wheu I entered hie office
lu Old Queen Street, 'where, le 'le usually ta be found
when Dublin je half-way quiet, I wondered if Wil-
liam Makepeace Thackeray bnci really d'eparted this
life In 1888, or whether 'le liac outived the ailotted
span, andi looking but comfortably mIddle-aged, liad
agreeci, for a consideration of twenty-fiveo thousand
dollars a year, ta li-e Irishi Secretary lu H. M. <loy-
ernm-enit. For Mr. Birreil le the Image of Thackeray,
and 'savIng the modernized clothes lie wore-'and
they weren't sa very modern efter tail-be miglit
pass for the brilliant author of "Jeames's Di'ary."
He has the same broad forebead, and square-cut
jaw; the caime merry twinkle, and iurking smile,
as If lie would say, 'TlIings may lie very blad, but
1 retuse to be perturbed. 'You ounnot for a moment
shake my faith In human -nature. Thinge miglit be
a great deal worse than they are." If lie were an
American, lie miglit 'le addicted to punctuatIng the
recital o! whate'eer diffloulties sbeset hlm iby thie
meaulngfui, If remarkable, colloqulalism, "I shoulci
worry'1

To coneplete the resemblance to Peudenn4s, MT.
Birreli wears glassos. He le one of the !ew people
wtho look well lu them. Not tweuty pairs of glasses
could repress that kindly twinkle. Like trulli-it
wlll out.

Like Pendennis, t00, lie le a great wrIter. Perliaps
it le neot too mueli ta say that there ls no greater
EngllIsh esenylet alive to-day than Augustine Bimmaîl.
Ilie "'Ohier Dicta," I two volumes, le a cl'aseic, whlle
*WillIam Hazlitt" le recognizeci as a su-pemb ploce

of wrltlng. For this rest, "Li! e o! 'Charlotte Broute,"
"I1n the Namo of the Bocilelan," "Men, Womeii and
Booke," and I"Collected Essaye,"' auy ane o! whlch
would be enougi tlb perpetuate auy mau's riuemory,
are aniongst bhie contributions to the literature of
his 'lime.

M R. BIRRELL was for two yearg Preaident of
-the Board of Education. Some people shook
their heade wlien lie lef't the Educatlon Office

for tlhe Irleli Office. I thluk Mr. BlrreIl shook 'bis
own. "Why," saici a young lady, who lad met hlm
for the firet time, "lwly dici tbey make you ilrîsh
Seere.tary, Mm. ýBimmeli?"

"As -a punishiment for my political slus, i expect,"
was bie reply.

1 remember hM, on ane occasion, when ho was
speaklng at Bristol. The Govemumnent had Zone to
ths 'country, andi Mr. Birreil, who, &Ince 1906, ha
represented Bristol Nort'h, was speaking #to hie con-
stituents. A few days before, thie Suffragettes had,
In tbh-l usual forcible manner, itrled ta couvert hlm,
wlthl te result that tliey left him lame.

*II ame sorry, gentlemen," saici heý "«that ;for once
I cannot stand ou my own feet before you." Then
lie wezt ou ta speak from hise arm-oalar.

14 le thie continuai and unconquerable llow o! good
hrmour that bas made bim so popular a fIgure, bath
lu tho Commons, and thé country. Th'ere le no e
wllo le at once se revereci audl beioved, as well1 as
by bie poUltival foes as iby lie own'party than Augue-
tin-e Birrell. Be Is oue of thie niost entertaining
speakers in thie Hu"e. When 'le -le speaking the
word goes tbrongl te corridors, Into the smoking-
roolue and thie commItte-rooms, 'UBrrell la tep!"
aud thie mnembers troop lu to lieteit to some new
blzreling. In style h~e le mucli lke Non. Cleo. F.
F'oeter, save 'tha~t lie neyer leaves the s'ting behlnd.
Muster alike o! argument aud epigran, lie le at
once oonvinelug, educative and amusing-puttlug
them lu that order, Mr. Churchlill and lie have mneh
in coxmmon, as far as speaking goes. They both
know how Wa '1get homne," but Mfr, BfrrU'.l ohaft
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are a gooci deal more polisheci, and certaiuly neyer
leave -a bnci teste.

W HEN 1 onteroci thte room lu grent Queen Street,
lie wae sIgulng some Important iooklng docu-
mzente. He lookeci very unconcemneci, deepite

the fact tbat a wee'k or two before somo beekier
at Bnitol-wltb the hockler's nouai ceuse o! humour
-aci throwu a dead cat at hlm. And It wasu't
mauy danys, sin-ce a deputation o! Larklnltes bnci
wailed ou hlm at Bristol, and quite obllvloue o! the
facte tbat he was a cabinet mînIeter aund a K.C.,

"Mr. Birreil lu the Image of Thackeray."

Pcointed ont to him, Iu a wayAhiat adueltterd no doulit
o! theoir convicion, <bat mm'eu for thie gooso belug
sauce for tlie ga.nder, Sir Edward Carson Éhould have
been giaobec, Voo. The deputation, ln common, wlVb
mauy other peeple, lorget tb1at Jlmn Larklu haci
cooked hIle goose, -w&Ile BIr Bdward hbac noV. Larkin
actuafly lucited Vo vilieee;Carýson saldhle was going
to-but he dldn't. Mr. Birmell, lawyer, wauted <bat
underatood.

The ;documents signeci, the secretary left the
room, smlllng, and gave me a nad as mudli asB Vo
say, "Youll have au entertailug hal! liour."1

Mr. Birreil sbeook, bauds.
"The Canadian cdourler, eh? ,Andi what eau, tho

Onuadîsu Courier waut with met" ho saici.
"Thel atest bulletin ou thie Hane, Rule question,

Mr. Bhrrell.".
.The -twlnkbe developeci Ie o. a mlle; the Emile

luto a laugli.
"The latest," sald lie; "well, ibeere are se many

lnVeaiti, Yen know. Besides, It 'wouldn't lu Verset
CanaÛda, would 1<?"I

I thouglit, st firet, <bat thl% mlghV lie, as Artemus
Ward -would eay. "aaid swrcamilc." But iV wasi't.

"Wouddn't luterest Canada? Why, Mr. Bîrrell,
<bers aïre <honeauds of people. lu Canada who say
lihey are oom&ng over to fight fer Owmun If Home
RuIe gos on the statut. -book."

bers the <-wlnkle developed agaîn.
'W-V h Vs hs situation, nowr" I saked.
"Oh, I hope everythlng wIll have a Tory happy*

eing he rspled, noncomnlVVing,

"le It likely to? What about ýSir Edward 'Carson
andi hie Ulster volunteers?"

"Wel, there le gravity lu'ite sitftation, of course."
And by way of ompliasiziug the gravity 'the twînkle
became more pronounced, andi Pendennis smiled
again. I wonder if lie smiled at Sir Edward and bis
soldlers, and bis oathe, and hie dummy rifles. I
really Vhink perliaps lie dici.

"Thinge sre goiug to turu out al -riglit," lie con-
tinued. Then, again. "But thare le gravity, you
know."1

.Oh, 'well, your nouai iiuperturbabllity 'will carry
yen througli," I hazarded,

Ho spread out bis bauds deprecatIngly. If there
le one thing Auguetine BirmeIl ia not, it le an egolet.

"You 'know," lie went on, 'Il take a mu-eh more
sanguine view of the situation than I dici. Juet now
we are trembling on the verge of great events-"

He pause.d.
",Suob as, for instance, the eutcom-e o! the con-

feren-ces o! thie Premier and Mr. Bonar Law?" 1
interpolated.

He nodded. "Yes, and for that reason 'the lese I
say Just now, the better. But you may say that the
outiook le clearer. 1 amn muci anore sanguine than
I was.",

H ERE 'the Interview ended, so far as Home Rule
le .concerned. Mr. Birrel thouglit lie had been
interrogated 'enougli, so lie tumned Interviewer.

He wanted -to know about Canadia.
"Whait sort o! elimats have y-ou? Some people say

it le the 'beet in the world; some people quarrel
with 14. But the people 'are fl'ocking out ta ýenjoy
dt, areu't tbeyV"

"Have yau ever been ln Canada, MT. Birrell?"
"No. 1 bave, some friends there, and I ouget to

have been over tW seo <them, but 1 bave never got
away, 7'et."

And that wae, aid Mr. BIrroil lied o say. I won'der
if tient visit 'le ouglit Vo have paici to Canada would
bave luffuenceci lis opinion abou4t Home Rule? Lt
m1get, supposlng Mr. Bourassa lied a talk with hlm.
,It ,miglit do a lot o! good for Birrell and Carson andi
Asquith ta come over 'liere and csee the epecios of
autnmy vwbich Canada boaste. Wal'ter Long says
the sort of Home Rule tient Canada bas doesn't cut
an-y Ice. But tben Walter Long sal'd ail sorts of
indiscreet tbiugs when 'ho wae lu Canada.

S 0 far as Augustine Birreli le concerned, Home
Rule lias got Wa go 'througli. Ho haen't a doubt
that it will. He doesn't minimize the possi-

ibllity o! trouble. 'He le too wise, for lie lias lived
In Irelanci, aucd kuows the emotional temperament
of hber sous. Perliape -there are other difficulties.
W. T. 'Stead. saici, lu 1902, tient Il; was very probable
that America. iiglit comne tW the help o! Ireland if
there were ruotions. It looks a wi'ld enougli prog-
noetieatiou----bul you neyer kuow. That's the
bles-sed (?) uucertaiuty o! the Iriesh.

Then, again, there le Wineton. LIt is well known
that le i f ar f rom colid for Homhe Rule. In-deed, It
le neV toomnuchto state that lie bas encouragei the
resistauce o! Ulster before to-day. Aund ail this
mix.up betweeu the terrible infant and Mm. Lloyd
George coniplicates mattere. Rf Wiustou 'switches-
aud lt' just about even fbetting that lie willi-he wll
lenci his aiýd, as -an omator and a parliametaian,
to Vhe reeletaunce o! Ulster. Tmue, he 'would have
a hot time o! lt at <ho auds o! bis'former coufreres,
but lis le useci Vo bot fîimes. Tbat's why lie expoeed
limeel! to fire lu the flamous Sy'dney ýStreet elege.
Leastways, It le elther that or sise a consumiug de-
,sire tW show the womid a 'grent Il Am. Perhaps, itoo,
,tbat le 'why hie bair tie 'ajproximatiuýg i-ed.

Geortaiuly, Winstou would have o lie reekoneci
w1tli, If le -f the milsleral Ïbeuches. Mr. T. P.
O'ounom thinits so, andi Tay'Pay knows, wéat lie le
talkiug about.

BUT Home, Rule wIll lie onte statuts book 'before13 long; for Vwo ressens. 'Firet, Asquith ndc the
people 'behînci hlm are determulned, aucd won'4t

lie shaken. Secoudly, the people o! Englani are
liear.tlly seck o! the whole business. Wheu Sir Eci-
ward Carson or Mr. Bounar Law or Captain Craig or
F. E. Smlth, Wlnetou's polVloal twdn, breatho ont
<lereatenlngs and sdaugliter.now, <lie mnan who reade
lie muraIng paper atthle breakfast table only amibes.
He 'mglt have been'agitated once, but ýnow-uoyt
mucli! The calm and digulfied attitude o! the Pre-
mier disarxi King Carsoni auci hie !ollowers tu ths
eye o! the man lu the street. There le a leuudmed
times more ýposslbllty o! Home Rule belug au
acce'pted Iset uow thon wben Gladstone weut
througi fre aud water for It. Mm. Birmell wlil yet
ses hie bIll, modiioci thoug it may lie, overted
lu'Vo an aot by King George.

After iliat, Mm. Birrell wlll ree.t. He may 'lie a
peer; ho may be Primo Mindister. Iu fet be may do
ail zorts o! thîngi. But thore le one thlng lis won't
do, and Vth't le, oit lu thie Pariament on Colloge
Green 1


