
Taking a party from the " Discovery,'' ".AIert " will then continue ber way northward
leaving depôts as convep . f r

The " Discovery's " party will be sent back to ber in the aitiimn of 1875, with news
either of tbe position 'ofur winter quarters or of our having good prospects of gaining
a loàg stepV in adv'ance.

It is épite'impossible tstate hwfar north I sha'll endeaour to 'take the Alert,"
the- surest ,' ay ,to reach- the Noith Pole is not to risk failure by pushing forward away
frn afthe an d.

If the " Alert " can winter even in 840 N.,laiitude and there is land àhead' of ùs, we
are not only cert'àin to attain'a high northern latitude, bùt also' to explore all the neigh-
ýburing èoasts, and thus be p'repared to ad'ance the ship along known sbo'res, tom'aIy
required position during the following summer.

This will obligé the expedition' to remain in the Arctic Sèas for a second season; but
iVon'sidér that preferablk to our pushing off away froih th land,ánd thrèb'y to isk
wintering in the drifting pack, from which all chance of travellinig,'and' therefoie of
exploring, is at an end. Thèiefoie should thé land north' of Cape Unioùtrend to the
westward, with a navigable sea but no -land- in sigbt to the northward, I shall think
twice before I leave the shore.

At pres.ent' I have madè up'my mind to remain by the land for the first winter, then
with our increased knowledge of the tre,nd of the land, the direction of the prevailing
winds and currents, and having insured certain communication with the " Discovery,"
I can make a push north during the summer of 1876 if there is any object to be gained
and the ice enables me to do so. ,

Should there be' conitinuous land to the northward, I need scarcely say, that the
"Alert " aWill e "taken this"summer to as high a northern latitude as possible.

-IEùingl'the"S'p'ring of 1876 my object will be with the combined forces of the two
ships to reach the Pole. On the iètürn of the supporting sledges much will be done in
the way of exploring'in tuie neighbourhood of the ships.

One party from the "Discovery" will certainly communicate with Littleton'Island
'râ the ëài iiar 'Óae ismbella:- 'They *i1l) arrive ,there early in the season, probàbly
about lst' May, with information concerning'theposition of 'thr " Discovery's 't--wiiter
quarters and the probable position of the "e Alert." 1 1 1 l '

I shall notýcommunièate with any position south of us by sledge during the summer
or autumni of>1876, rnless we have, been unsuccessful iný attaining a higb latitude. 'in
the' aùtumï of this year, ,or early in the spring of 1876, a party iill' visit Hall's Rest and
leave a notrcethere. Should'the provisions left by the " Polaris "be in'good ,condition,
they will be used by the sledge party which explores the Coast of Greenland.'

Sliôuld 'th two ships 'winter apart I have' arranged with Captain Stephenson for a
meeting at a bertaie, rendézvous next 'spring.

In the event ofrthie<rAlert "-nôt keèping this appointmeit;Captain' Stèphenson will
knowthat I'havé been súccessfùl iir attaining à vèry bigh latitude. 1

In -su.ch 'case Ibhall 'endeavour to' return south nèarer to him in the "Alert" diring
the summer of 1876.
SIn athe extreme' iniprobability of my again failing to meet his party at 'the 'âome

position- during>the spring of 1877, he bas received orders to land al the provisions that
can be spared'; aíd ,on the lt August in the " Discovery" to proceed to the entrance
of -Smith's Sound, wherehe will communicate with the relief ship coming from England
that season.

Should he receive no news of us by that vessel he is to arrange for one of the
two vessels'to remain for'the winter of 1877-78, and for the other to, proceed to
England.

Shduld tbe relief ship fail 'to' arrive befoe the 25th August [1877], the "Discovery '

sà to leave'ful particulars of-the Expedition, and make the best of her way to England.
Should the " Discovery " fail to get south that season Captain Stephenson is ordered

to communicate, if possible, with the relief' ship at the entrance of Smith's Sound din the
autumn of 1877;'and to.abandon the "Discovery" early in May 1878, should herthink
proper to doso'
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