N

I PAPERS RELATING TO THE.
Incto\su:e Sir, ) York- 3d May 1819.
i erP.(I\‘lalﬂands, Ie closing m\ letter of the st instant, on the subject of the Earl of Selkirk's

of 4th May 1520, Tibel, it occurred to me that @ concise report of the two civil actions decided here, *

&)

- against his Lordsldp, for falsc imprisoument, would bea fair and complete confutation
of his Lordships pittension to exclusive meritand suffefing from the injustice of =
others. I now take the liberty to inclose it, notas an official document bat one which
-way be relied on, and verified by numbers.  Thinking that the colonial department -
might be wiliinx to know on what rests the pretensions Sof his Lordship, to credit, as

~  an-inmocent and- persecuted man, persecuted by corrupt influence over Hls Majesty’s

servants, vudet the protection of that department.
/ 1 have the honour to be, &c.
His Excellecer W= Dummcr Lowell,
Sir Peregrine Maitland.

~ f

Toclosure MKenzie ’l ‘ . Spring Assizes, York,~ 1819.

- and
Earl of Selkirk,

It was in evidence, that p!amuﬂ‘ was a retired partner of the North-West com-
pary; with several other partners at Fort Wiiliawn, in the western district, when they
were arrested on charge of telony, by warrant from defendant. * That after examination,
the other partners were commnttcd ta the prison of the district, or sent to Montreal,
but that plamtxff was detained at Fort William, and confined in a place called the.
Dlack Hole. That bail was otfercd to defendant, but reJected on pretence that the
charge against him was too serious to admit of bail.

4 - -

J False Impmonment.

kS

‘ 7 - That plmnuff was addicted to cxcess and frequent intoxication, and that his failing )

was encouraged, whilst in confinement, until he was prevailed upon to execute, whilst

" under duress, a sale of the copartuership property to defendant, after which he was
discharged without bail.  That when defendant had committed to prisod the ofher
partmn, they had left in charge-of their concerns, two clerks, Vandersluys and
M Tavish, with- powers to act for the' company ; that defendant knew that these

_ persous were alone entrusted with the affairs of the company. . That he had made
proposals tothem to trapsact for the company, which they had declined ; and that
after Vandersluys, one of the agents; finding his presence useless to his employers,
from the control of defendant, had obtained leave to quit the fort, defendant renewed
application to M Tavish, the remauung agent, to transact with him on account.of
the copartoership, which MTavish still declining, defendant sent him in custody to
Montreal, under apneteuded char«e of bemg the receiver of stolen goods, knowing
them to be stolen, but did not tal\c his examination on that charge, or give any
warrant of commitment to the person under whose custody be was placed nor was
any further prosecution of the charge carried on.

” That after Mr. MTxvish was thus got off, there remained in the fort six other

clerks of the North-West compauy, who had no particular charge of confidence, but
adhering to the interest of their employers, and baving influence over the common
servants of the compatyy, -they were got rid of, by the defendant sending them off. to
York, under pretence of a <1.bpu:ua, signed by himself, to give evidence™ before
. a Court at Yark, on a day whea no Court was holdcu, and no tnals or prosecutxons
expected 1 this latter evidence was submitted in ageravation to show that the jmprison-
ment of the pm:m& without commitment re«ularl_y, was corrupt as well as illegal,
with intention when all other course failed, to extort from him as a nominal palmer
of the North-West company, an exereise of asthority over their concerns, which Le,
the piaintil] dhowned to possess, cnd protesied against, so soon as he was at/liberty;”
In a plice where weans for such protest could be found. The defendant’s counscl
Rinited themselves 10 cruss-examination of the \umcsscs, and 1he Jury found a verdict
! for the pmz.xl.::, and 41,500 damages. :

The atuses of the nuthority of the magiitrate, for corrupt purposcs of private

«ertcm\‘ were <0 vagious: snd unm..tsuomb’e that the Court after receiving the

w'ma, mlimated to tiie -\!mmcv General, the propriety of his official notice, but

s Lewdship Loving beea (J\c“ar"ed imm the magistracy, and being no longer within

tz ¢ juihdiction ef the Court of Ring's Buneh of this provinee, no further notice » s
tasen of him,
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