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Woman and the Exhibition
By MARGARET BELLEVERYTHING seems to bie tending toward

broader 'interests. The bit of archaism
which once pronouniced w omani's sphere as
that world which revolvcd around saucepans

and spînning w heels, is fading into oblivion. Lt
may be the spirit of progression in this age, it may
be the desire for competition with thue sex which
is generally suppose(l to do things, it may be in-
dependence, but at any rate it is somcething. And
it bas entered the mjnds of Canadian ivorien, and
evinced itself in the exhibits at the only annual
National Exhibition on this continent. Even thec

bronzed Indian women, with high check bonies and

The Women's Building at thte Canadian National Exhibi-
tion. Thtis year the. women's work was the moat

varied and attractive ever displayed.

straight, black hiait, who seli beaded nothings along
the Midway, seemi to have the spirit of the times.

But the greatest evidence of woman's widening
interests were to bie seen in the different buildings.
Ont naturally excpects te see beautiful workings in
silk, laces and embroidery. One naturally expects
to find stalîs for the sale of articles which appeal
to women. But there is more than this. There are
evidences that womnen take a distinct and important
part in making the Exhibition what it is. They
help in the art department; they maniage luncheon
rooms; they assist in the social entertainment which
is a distinct feature of the institution. It is not
a man's show any more than a woman's show. To
be fair, we may say it is a happy and successful
combination.

T HE new Women's Building at the Canadian
'National Exhibition, which was opened last

year, has ceased to bie an experiment. There are
several rooms weil filled with skilfully-made pro-
duets. They are in tremendous profusion and repre-
sent a vast amount of annual labour, feminine taste
and artistic skill. There are competitive classes for
children's works as well as for womren over sixty,
over seventy and even over eighty. There is plain
nieedllework, the Most complicatedl designs in lace
and so on through -the long list ending up with
book-binding, wood-carving and china painting
Every article shown is supposed to have been pro-
duced since the date of the previous exhibitioni.

Upstairs is'the amateur photography and art-
not all by womnr and hence somnewhat inconugruous
It seemis strange to find amateur art by men aný
women in a women's building. When I asked abou
it, they toid me they hiad no other place to put it
But to me it was a discordant note, althougit on~
eould not fail to be impressed with the high standarc
of the work. A case full of special hand.-made lace
ini the centre of titis art roomn added furtiier to th~
incong-rnity.

On titis upper floor is a private tea-room in whiel
tht Women's Committee entertain the gutats o:
the Exhibition Association every afternoon, Thesi
five-o'clo&ks arc very popular. One day was devote
especially to the entertainment of the women wh<
are members of thc city press.

In tlîis building xvas also a lunch and tea rooin,
0)encd by the I.adies' Work Depositorx', an organi-
zatîon wbich lias been making stuady prgusfor
thirty-two years. Uer Royal Ilighînus the l)uiceus
of Connaught is Patron of this society. 'flic large
lîalcony of the Womnen's \ulin,\hiuh looked
ont across Lake Onîtario, providudý a conifortable
place for serving aftcrtnoon tua, and the dainty
linien 0o1 both lunch and tea tables solved a grcat
prohlem, so great, in fact, that ovcr two tlîousand
people were caterefi to every day of flic Eý xhibition.
After aIl, onc secks long anid carcfully, to find a
lunch room wliere Uic nîcat course is not displavcd
in liuge flat pans, sizzling over an opeun lire, whicli
faces the parade grounid of prile animals.

A NUMIIER of womien from provinces other
than Ontario stood on the balcony tea-room

and debated as to wvhat the Ladies' XVork I)uîosi-
tory really was. Perhaps they will pick tnp tlîis
issue of th4 Couici.R The Society was forncd te
provide cmployment for wonen who wish i) dis-
pose of their work. 'rhere are only two objects,
to benefit the workers, and t0 raise ftic standard
o)f needlework. 'len perý cent. coiniiissîiot is
charged on al] sales, merely to meet tle xene
of the Depositorv. Thîe Board of aanit
consists of a number of womcen %\hi airc tobed1
g-ive considera.bleý fine fo the ocitv It %\Ill bu
gratfyving to somew of theu dear ol grandw1wothers
who visited, ilhe E xhiblition 10t knowm tla tart of

neelewrkhas not heen iscrc Ib the su-
called Sityclassý,, for bridge paýrties or poodle
dogs.

The Imperial Ortler of the Daughters of tlic
Empire wvere well reprcsented at flic Exhibitioni.
As one approached a large building, one notieed a
large signi telfing that the lunch-roomn there was
presided over by that Ordler. Thîe proceeds will
be used later for the relief of poor tubercular
children.

Womni, womnt everywvheru. Ilddhywr.
Their inersî ust he mnany anid diverse. Smnartly
dressed wvomni paused a few momenlts before2 somei
iioniey\-produtcinig sclhemie on thie idaand tossed(
a ring or tlhrew, a baîil. They chiaited with the fat
womian whose waist mesrssxy vn iches,
they boughit ail mnanner of iigtbesand tossed
coinis at dirty-face-d yuger. A notice-
able trait \vas theiir great desire to knwhow and
why. 'lhle uhsehiluery *b1uildling ascruwded with
themn, andl thev attenidants plicil witbi a pe(rpe(tuial
streami of qutestions,. Somec of themii displayed
knowledge of sciCncet and mecchanlics, Soule askcd
for particullar demionstrations. Two exceptionahly
wvell-dresed wvomlen picked their step)s throuigh the
mudf to the Catfle Bilding ami Exhiibit, and kniew
the- breed of every cowý whiclh they saw., They
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w\ere Englishwomen who were not ashianied t() tell
thuir pet hobby. Ani thic humble wife of the far-
muer saw theni andl xas a little more contented.
lhat .seenis to be another characteristic of the

tweuntietli century wornan. She iust hiave a hobby.

B UT no matter how far she miay wander along
the paths usually chosen by men, womanl will

hce ssentiallv feiniinie, ad infinitum. A great uine
assinhled ini row for flic grand-stand, the day the
Royal visîtors w cru to oeeupy a box. A ruishi was
inade for flic seats rnearest thic enclosuire beribboned

Mme, Nazimova, who lias abandoned Ibsen and is tour-
ing Canadian cities ini modern comedy. At pres-

ent site is appearing in "The Marionettes.Y

off for thie guests of honour. And whcen thec mauve
liat of flhc Duclicss firsýt apurdover the heads of
lte crowd, and Prîncess., l'atricia's large black one

obsuutrcçd the aide walkïingý next to lier, the interest
bubbled over ini a confulscd over-tu;niblîng of chairs.
And isn't it always undcrstood that curiosity is an
esseutially feminine cliaracteristie?

Recent Events

T FIAT wawad À4o aIl roads, the "Ronîany
Ipattýran," rýcenly coincided with the king*s

lîighwvay when the Duke of Connaught and party

At the Sign of the M apte
A DEPARTMENT MAINLY FOR WOMEN

A StUR Presided Over by Dusky hndia Women wvit Found Ready Sale for thte Gaudy Badwork
Articles on Exhibition.


