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wa1s sent to Europe, by the State of Ohio, to observe the Luropen
6ystems or instruction:-

di Lefore the child is cven pcriited Io learn hi8 icuters, he 23
under converscitional instruci ion, frequently for six moniths or a
year, and then a siimîgle- week is suflicient to introduce him, into in-
telligelit andi accuraie plain reading.

The teachoer brings thie children around hin, and engages thiie
in familiar conversation %vithIi hnseif. lie generally addreases thein
aitagetiier, and ttiey ail reply siriîdîancously; but wlienever ne-
cessary, lie addresses an individuai. anîd requires the individual 10
answer atone. lie first directs their at tention to the different objects
in the schoolroom, their position, furin, color, size, anaterials of
whicli tlîey are made) etc., anid requires precise and accurate de-
scriptions. He then requires thein, to notice the various objects that
ineet their eye in the %vay tu thecir respective howes ; and a diescrip-
tion of tliese objects, and the circurnstances underwvtich they sa7tv
them, wtilt foranîthe subject or the next mnornng' ti esson. rThen
the house in wvhich they live, the shop in whiclî fieir futlher works,
the garden in wvhici they walk, etc., %viil be the subject of thie
,successive lessons; and in this way, for six anonths or al year, tho
children are taught to study things, te use thecir olvn Vowere, of
observation, and spealk wvill readiness andi accuracy, belore books
are put iuta their bands at Ji. A fev specimens wii niake the
nature and utility of this mode of teachifig perfectly obvious.

lu a sehool in Berlin, a boy lias assigati flit for a tesson, a de-
scription of the xemarkable objects in certain directions froin the
sehoot-house, %vljch is situaîed in Little Catliedral street. Ho pro-
ceeds as fultowvs: 'iVifieti I corne out of tuie school-iîouse ini Little
Catiiedral Street andi turn to the righit, 1 soon pass on my ieft hand
flice Maria place, the Gymîiasium, andi the An kiara gate.-Wlhen I
corne out of Little Cathodral street, 1 sec on my toft hiani the Wite
Parade Place, and ivithin that, at a little distance, the beautiful
statue of Frederick tuie Great, Kin- of Prussia. It is mnade of wvhite
marble, and stands on a pedestal of variegated i narble, andl is
fenced in %vitit ant iran railin.-. Fromihure, 1 have on niy riglit a
smnall space, %viiich, is a continuation of thie Parade Place; ami ut
the endi of titis, riear the Nvail, 1 sec St. Peter's Churccli, or file
Wall street Churcli, as it is soînetimes called. This clînrcli lias a
geen yard before it, planted wvith, tree.,r, %viiicl is calieti the W7all

Ilurc h-yard. St. Peter's Churcli is the oidest church, iii the, city
it has a finie round towver, whicit looks green, because it is nmusli
covered %vith copper, wichel is mado -reeni by exposure te the
%veather. Whea 1 go out of the sihloo-iouse t0 thie Iower part of
Little Catiiedrai Street, by the Ceai Market, ibagiSîcstreet aud
Carna ge Street, I corne tu Ille catl' etc.

Profssor flachie says. "iexorcises ol speeh and tliopglit, the first
subject on the above list, constituto thîe breatliing ini as i %werc of the
chîtti, andi being ai the very threshoid. of instrtictioiî, tiy ttue tcach-
eris skill more than many a learneti branci. lie mutst teaci flic
pupil te think, laking care that his tliouglîus are expressed iin ap-

ropriate %words. Pestalozzi, ivh-i iirst practiced upon this idea,
Srew Ille child's attention ho the huinan frame, as lte subject of
contemplation ; others liave preferred to bring hima iii contact witbi
nature in general, by making simple naturai. phienomena ihie basib
of the inductive lessons; others not surroutided by nature, niake
matn andi bis dîveliing thieir theme; cthers introduce simple lessuua
on objects of nature andi art, wiîich can readily be presenteti to the
child for bis e.<amination, anti on îvhich, as à basis hoe rears the
superstructure of natur.îi histary, plîysics and techniogy ini his
adivancedi course. Ail liiese are good ini thoir %vay, but c-uch, as 1
saw tried seemedti 1 depenti for tiîcir efficacy upon the circum-
stances of the sehiol, und to be better or worse as thu. chilti fouîid
meams to apply ]lis iuuowly acquireti povers of perceptiont ta observe
for himseif. Of ail the plans, %viti the schooi is rightly situateti
for il, a reference ta nature producei the best trainin of the lîcant
as weii as the mind of flice chilti."

Mr. Scars, successor te Mr. Matin a Sccretary of the B3oard of
Education of te State af Massachusetts, iiowv President of Brown
University, so long ago as 1851, insisteti that more precisian shouid
be giveni10 the kniowiedg-e of childreu in regard Io formis, colors,
proportions, mersures, distances," etc. Ater the ca.riie:,t lessons
in abjects, he sa s Idthat language (oral, of course), ini conneclion
witi things, wvillbeg-iii ta receivo particular attention. Not onîl
the naine ai things, anti of their properties, relations and uses, but
the proper conversational forms of expression, flie easy andi naturai
use of language as an instrument of lhought, in describing %what has
bean -bservcd or conceived of, become more andi mare ant abject of
attention."

The main obstacles ta the introduction of these object lessons wvill
be founti in the fancieti want of time, andi in the reai ivant af coin-
petency iu teachers. It is a camimon fault for teachers ta condemn

themselves ta a set routine cf recitations s0 nannerons nud long as8
absoluteiy ta preclude ail chanaco for teacheiug.ý Sltane as il May
soiinîd, it is nevertiîess truc tlint niultitudeýs of tenu bers bave su
înany tessons te heur îiîat the) get u tUne tu teach, nuit thus fait
to do the very tiîing tlioy arc cmtiffoyed tu (10. Any proposition Io
introduco a newî exercise thcy wvill al oInce dissenît frum, since il
ivoulti break in uipuit te fessonis whîcht they teci tiieniseives coin-
pelieti to ticar.

But slioîild they bo ceiiviuccd of the folly of allowing recitations
to baiiish ettre y te hiigher business ol Ieaching, imany, ilt us
feared, îvotild bo foiind lackîng Lothi in the knuwiildge andI expe-
rience necessary to conduct Iluese exorcises sticcessfuliy. The art
of Pedago,,-y as lauglit iii the celebrated normal or traîining schools
of Geîntany cunsisis mainly in the abiîîty, to bring the pninicipies of
science dowui tu thie expianation et colinnion tings andi tend he nuind
freint comnîl tluiigs hîp teuithe coînprctien sioii of abstract science.
Lut am nyote, for austaticle, uttempita totl a class of littie children
ail lie kiiuîvs about the lhumait eyo or car or itant-about a leaf or
ait ear of corn, and sec lio% quick fi(. %vili expeni is stock of infor-
mationî, andi bow soun it luttle atidiors wvill silence film îvith their
eager questions for iuiforinatioîî lic canîtot -ive. Says, Hin. A. J.
tlickoif, Sîîpt. of Public Scboois ini Cincîinnati, front wlione Report
%wt, cuit lue preceedîîî- extracts:

'l'O gave instruction ini comnni tluings iii such a way as to intercst
andt illiproe tiLase Whio Most itedtit-tiose chidtrenl whol have lthe
least honte cultiire-rcqiires no talle siui(y nd Skîli upoil the part
of tie leaciier. Periiaîs nu braticli tîoîv- pursuec i n itto scitools %vill
require so inucli. itduîstry of i csearci, taste und judgment in the
selection of itutrials, ani tact in imp:irting the instruction, cati
itere htave the fallest exercise. No oite, tiowvever experienced or
icarîied lie may- be is qualîfieul Io tako up for the first lime aîit>
subjoct, ilougli the Most commun pîlace, andi give a tesson upon il
Io a class of childretn,w~ithout 8pecial, study. It shouiti oniy descend
Io such, particuinrs as, by tlîeirsinplicity, may b e easîly apprehendeci
by tuie chld's niiiiul, auît yet the essentia telements shud ail be
eiiraced. The 'rcs must be a regular oue; titat is, il must îlot
pass ai ralidorn1 110 front on part te anoier, but follote oréler pointeti
ont by the îîaturai connîectiuîî of tiîgs. It muîst be dlean andi pre-
cise, yet îlot praiix ; it muîst be simple, playful and cauversationai,
but il t îit tiave its deftnite philosophie cuti in vîcîv ; it must
ajun tiot oiily Io itifonîn tuie mîtîti :îuti deveiop lis facuities, but te
trainî clitircît ini the correct andu rcady use of tanguafre.

IVe trauiIate froin the Lower Catnada Jouirnîal o Pî'blic Instruction
(French) the foiiovinig specimnen fut ah bject lesson.

'EIle desigui ofîblese leQsotiz, i-i tu etîltivate the poîvers of observa-
t ion andi e\wîessioui. The îiîing chosez: -as the subject of thie tesson
slîuuid be field belore te cînss. Care must be haken 10 bc_-in svith
questionis tikat every pupîl cati easîly ansîver. Tite attenttiont of ait
is tiius eiigaged ani the littie pupîls, del igited tiînt they are able to
ansîver sone cf lie questions, %vîii strîve liard te answen ail. lt is
best also thaI ecdi auswer shail be a perfect sentence. For
example if the question be lVhat are iotiscs made of?7 The aîiswer
shoulti bu, --Hauses are matie o! waod, or brick, or stn1 îlot
mereiy -'tf wood, or brick, or stone." Trhis ruie us % otated in hlie
following tessonu

0 A FEAwiritî.
WTliat is titis titat I have ttere ?-A feathen.
IViience diti it caine 7-Frein a bird.
Can yeutî ell holv a birdt ioulti féei wvithaut ils featiiers 7-lt îvauid

be verv coiti.
Wi:tt duo ve put on us te keep, ourseives îvarmi ?-Ceats, blouses

antd vests.
Wtiat do yoa cuit aIl iliese ?-Tiîcy are ciothes, anti feathers are

the birtis clothes.-I gave yoen a tesson the otiier day upon the
clotiig of aîieîber animai ; What ivas it ?-WVoei.-Fram Ait an-
imai titi il corne? A slieep.-Wooi is the ciotiiinoe of the stîeep zzid
foatiiers aze fle ciotiîing of the birtis. Netv IooZ ai this feather.
(Tite teacher tasses il tuîtu ilue air.)

lVhat do yeoî see ?-l flics.
If 1Itoss this penny îuîto the air ill il fty the saine îvay 7-Ne

it tviii t'amble te the graunti.
WViy does tlie feather fiy anti lthe penny fait tiuwn ?--Because tuet

fentiier is lighit anti the pennîy is heavy.
1 wvislî one ai the targest of you. te tell me why a liit cltîiig

lîke feaillets answens bcst for birds 1-Not ta hinder thein flying ini
tue air.

Yes; if they luad beavy ciathiug tbey wauid soon fait dowvn.
You see then that the gooti Got, aur heaveni' Fattier, takes cane
al8a of the little birs. lie has sai injr the Bibile ib at a littie bird
shaît flot fait tu ii. g round without his notice. If he sees ailthe
uittle hirds ; if he takes cane et each of themn ; tell me, if you tliink


