
IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT IN COUNTY COURTS.

iny admiration *and command my eulogy,
1 say it does make me sick to see such
noble efforts thrown away on sucli a rascal
as this."

ilere a certain irreverence in our man-
ner and a disposition to laugli attracted
the notice of an officiai of the Court,
who wvas eating an apple with a pocket-
knife, which had evidently cut a good
deal of tobacco. We thotught it well to
retire before we had cornpromised our
character by laughing in the face of jus-
tice, and nake it necessary for hier myr-
Inidon to expel us from hier presence.
We left highly gratified with our enter-
tainment, and reproduce the incident for
the information of an admiring profession
in this henighted Northiern clime, vouch-
ing for its- strict accuracy in every par-
ticular. *

SELECTIONS.

IM1PRISONMIENT FOR DEBT IN
COUNTY COURTS.

Mr. Bass' Bill for abolishing imprison-
Mont for debt in the County Courts baz
been defeated by an ovorwbelniing, ma-
.Iority, but tbera is sufficient strengthi of
opinion In support of its principle te jus-
tify the expeetatien that imprisenient as
a punishment for net paying, debts will ho
abelisbed altogether at no distant date.
When we find couverts such as Sir llenry
James, whio was on a comiaittea which
týok evidence en the subj oct, there must
'be some very streng and cogent objections
te the present system. lIwe fail te ap-

We think ou cerrespondent miust have
fallen on a bad specimen ofthe courts in Ohio.
Uo(wever that niay be, the ceurts in Pennsyl-
Vania, Maryland ani the Northern Atlantic
eftates are certainly not cenducted je the way
Oulr cerrespendent describes. We have at
'Ialious times been in the courts inii nost of
these States and found thc business cenducted
ilOt only ivith ability, but with digrmity and
diecerimn

Iln some of the States in the Union the judges
8tili retain the gown-and in the higbest court
in the land, the Supreme Court, the judges
llev7er appear in court without it. -EDs. L J.

?reciate them the fault must be ours.
But whatever they are, and whatever their
force, we consider thiat a mistake is made
in mixing up with the simple issue Il grave
social and econom ical questions," which,
aceording te Sir lIenry James, are in-
volvel. We look thirotmgh hi8 speech te
discover sueh questions, mjd -%vhat do we
find 1 First, that thro power to enforce
payinent hy inlpri.s)niferlt tosters an un-
healthy systenm of cred it. Secondly, that
the opportunitv of obtafiing credit for ne-
cessaries iilues thew 4int nan te qet

in debt to the draper and grocer whilst
hoe spends bis cash at tnie Publican's, who
caruiot now recoveri for beer scores.
Again, ho says3 tlit min sent t.o prison
are brought into contacet with, the worst
eharacters. ThWýsù, w e suppose, are the
grave social ani wanoifal questions, and
we are free, to admit touit oplinions may
differ as to thcir gravity. We have heard
theni urged hefore, atn.I they are supported
hy the testipiony of -ne or two of the
Most eMinent of our Couinty Court Judges.
Perha1,s the djl1qei,ce of opinionloi prevail-
îng, aînong CoelitY ur J eXIges is the
mlost reinarkable icmsnoin the bis-
tory of the agitatit Mlr. George RU8-
soul aid NIr. .. Ru-s are gentlemen
bell in higli esteem>tn and xvould net be
]ikely te give opiniioni ýf a vague or iii-
founiled charactor. o'igtheir opinions
11P011 tlheir experience. theyv conclude that
miany of thle smal-.l de!>t.; l'or which com-
mîltimout or(lers are mmc o<l would neyer
have heen inen1rred1 if ùpawe- to enforce
paymerit by ipmsrli~ al not existed.
That is to Aaýr that Il 1imprisonmnenit for
debt wvere amolislicl, t1,.î crelit system as
availal to thw ,1k ,a ises would
cellapse. And tl i;e consider expe-
dienit. Many Juiuon the other hand,
take a dlianietrical1-v opposite view; they
see no objection o te t,e credit systemn
Prel)erly regulated. or te the commitment
Of dlebtors 'with wvhose knowledge debts
have been contracted, anl who have the
mea ns te pay. Perhaps ý\Ir. Commissonr
Kenr has had as larg" xpre of the
credit Systemn as any Julgý,e, and the oper-
ation of iznprisenmlent, for debt has been
Constantly hefore him for many years. It
is only necessary te sit iii bis court for a
few heurs to hiear bisý opinionl of the ex-
PediencY of abolishing the power Of im-
Prisoimexit for non.paymnent of debts.
The view which he takes is probably
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