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aforesaid, to look after the child, sud froim the
8llorflati'on I have received from inquiries made

eice MIY arrivai in Cistham, I bave no donbt
that elle is and bas been most brutaliy aud in-

it îeu!at'1 treated by ber aunt aforesaid, snd that
lu bsolutely neoessary tbat 1 should take ber

hly Charge snd prevido for lier myseif at my
ln'I1 in New Brunswick.

YPOU Mysrrivsl in Chatham, 1 had interviews
*ltbtheosid Keevors, and iuformed themn et

'n eietbat the cbiid sbould return to New
!ulàick 'witb mne. Tbey seemed at first dis-
qud te shlow this, but sfterwards appeared
"te WiEing, sud Mrs. Koover said sbo bad only

l'ne a litie delsy to prepare clething for the
glI' departure, but tbis appoars to bave been

04lY done to lhltuspioion, as both >the Keevers

]ts' alt eb refuse to give up the chiid, and
ltt 0  a h bas lott tbem, aud tboy do nlot
kn0w Whore she is, but Mrs. Keever ssid ahe

""'ld find ber."
.u]!7th December, Stophen Keevor and Lucy

keever, made and filed a returu to tbe writ to
te effeCt tbat tbey could net produce the said

Chiîd as commanded, as sbe was flot sud baà
rlot for some weeks psst been in tbeir custody
0".COtrot. This roturn was verified by their

abA enlargemont was thereupon obtained to en-
te Phonxas Kinne to objeot to the sufficieucy of
te leturu to the writ, sud to coutradiot thetru'th 0f the faots set forth iný the rottirn, under

"e" 8 ef 29 & 30 Vie. cap. 46.

tj0 1 ending this examination of the trufli of the
t1rn sud ef an intended application undor

tho, 2 of the saine sot, for the approhonsion of
tb eeVers for disobeAlionce of tbe writ, MIrs.

e ppoared in Chanmbers with the chid,
e&1119g tbat since the filing of the returu Be

*lad '1Sertained wbere the cbild was, aud that
rhe thon produce d lier in obodieuce te the writ.

lelext day Thomas Kinue, Mrs. Keever aud'
tbi 'hi being in court,

or eved for an order for the deiivory
cihat, lil te ber father. Fie filed affidavits
0 <'tl0 Mrs. Keever with uegiecting the chid's
of cttin witb severo sud improper punisbmeut

1teChild: with gross nets of crueity te ber,Whc ere allegod specificahiy: tbst NIrs. Keever
Waf 8ud, au ugoveruabie temper, that sbe

i t t be eutrusted with the carset sf
eQ c:that the chiid was of wesk mind freux the

ii Ca0fte ai treatmeut; sud, freux ber youtb,
eto eu ud fcar of ber sunt, was net fit

Preg"9 for berseif as to with whom she wouidfer te ru ecuedW55,f le reau. Hecnedd that the father
Atal eg5fll entitIod te tbe custody et the cbuld,

ts as against s stranger, whicb, in the
that0 th iw, the aunt must b. taken to ho. sud

0f ordr s hould b. made for the delivery
esabl chud to the tather: that the affidavits
genlerl 'hdimproper treatmeut of the child
,fol rhY, sud several speciflo sots of persousi
ki"' tewards the chid of au outrageous

e h 0 t the cbuld sheuid not be sllowed to
,sUch 'hidi se would preter going te, beiug of

"'Ch tender age, sud flot being of sufficient in-
ardscet exorcise s reasonable judgmeut;

g 4 ta'tevGouif s0 very intelligent as the aunt0 trid ,tsuch precocity itsolt might ho re-
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qnired to ho gusrded against: that beiug under
fourteen yesns of age, slle would in iaw ho
deemed incapable of exercising an oloction;
that ah. was in tear sud dread of ber sont,
sud wou;d sot under the influence ot that foar,
sud thaf the sont b.d taugbt the cbuld to dis-
like ber father: tbat it wonld be impreper in
every way, sud coutrsry te the isw of nature
that a father sbouid ho deprived ef bis chiid
whem hoe bad flot abaudoued sud was wiiling to
support, sud whom b. bsd eviuced bis doterrui-
nation te preteot by coming the great distance
ho bad, upon bearing tbe reports of ber iii troat-
ment by ber sont, sud that it would ho great
cruelty te the father to lot hi,» return horne
beiieving that bis cbuld wss i11 treated, sud in-
duced te di8tike lii.

J. B. Read, in reply, fllsd affidavits stating
that the cbiid wss, wben about sovonteen months
eid, taken by its sont, thon uumsrnied, te bring
up, witb the consent of ber father sud mothor:
that the sunt had coutinued te bave the cars ef
the cid util its mother's desth: that atter that
event, with the ceusent ef the father, the ohild
contiued te romain with tbe sunt: that with
the Bame cousent sud permission the chuld ws
breugbt te the Province of Ontario troin New
Brunswick, wbere Ail the parties resided: sud
that the chid bad ever since rernained witb the
sont. The charges et crueity, botb general and
spociflo, wore deuied by Keever sud bis wife, sud
their statemeuts were correberated by othors. It
wss aisoestated that the ohild was sont te achool,
aud well taken cane ot: that tbsre were feelings
of boatiiity between Mrs. Keever aud the relatives
of ber busband, who wero ssid te bs afraid that
Keever, who wse Weil off, would leave bis pro-
perty te the child : that the child's father bad
ne bouse et bis owu but bosrdod eut, and that
the futurs welfane et the child rquired that sho
sbould romain with ber aunt.

Ho urgod that in addition te the evideuce in
the affidavits, that the very appoaance et ths
chuld refuted ths charges et negleot et ber hedily
wants or mental culture: that the chili! was
rosolved nlot te go with ber tather, but te romain
with ber aunt: that if the Judgs was sstisfied
that the cas0 was met on the affidavits. the
tather could net complain, as ho bad suffered
the ehild te grow up tnomn intancy witb the aunt,
Who had ail the cane sud trouble of training sud
previding for ber, aud was attacbed te bon: that
in la, the fathen was net îsgaîîy entitled te the
costedy et the cbild under the circo,»stalces:
that al the court or a judgo ouid do weuid be-
te order fiat the cîuld abenld b. removed freux
auy rostraint on the psrt et hon soint, sud ho
given te understaud that shs ws free te go with
wbon she pieased, witbout fear et the couse-
quonces: that if she preferned te go witb the
tather se should be alloeod te go with him, if
with the sunt, thon te go witb ber.

The folîewing cases wero cited: Rex y. Smith,
2 Straugo, 982;- Rex v. Greenhili, 4 A. & E. 624;
Rex. v. I.ley' 5 A. & E, 441 ; Reg. v. Smithx. 2-1
L. J. Q. B. 116: Ex parie Barford, 8 L. T. N. S.
467;- Reg. v. Bowei, 17 Jur. N. S. 22; 8E.&
El. à32.

The case wss argued biefwo thsq Chiot Justice
or the Common Pleas sud Mr. Jîzitice Qwyane,


