
26. ALL HALLOWS IN THE WEST.
in kind, but they are all of equal
importance in our lives, "A little
thing may be a little thing, but
faithfulness in little things is a very
great thing."

Of all people on earth, perhaps,
mothers and teachers have the
largest nuimber of opportunities.
''he Mother is the Angel of the
household, in our Canadian homes,
more especially where servants are
scarce, and self-help is a strong
faédor, is not the mother the beau-
tiful ministering Spirit indeed, re-
miinding one of the Angels in h;er
lovinig care, thonglht and service
for others.

Teachers eau be "mothers' helps"
in a very praélical way, for they
share, to a great extent, in lier high
privileges and her lowly service,
her joys and her sorrows, lier cares
and anxieties for the young child
life growing up around her. But
while the Mother's influence and
opportunities are, in a nieasure,
confined to those of her own fan-
ily, the Teacher's reaches out to the
ciildren of many fanilies, and her
opportunities of Love, of Knowled-
ge, of Power and of Example are
boundless.

These thouglits and words are
not ny own, I an indebted to an
article recently published in one of
our Englisli Church papers, by one
whose name I have forgotten, for
nany of them. She wvrites, that in

considering these four great oppor-
tunities in our lives, "the oppor-
tunity of love must come first, be-
cause 'love is of God'. "

Il the Christian familv the chief
characteristic of the Divine Father
must show itself in the children.

But how inany mistake that word
Love, and lower it to a weak senti-
ment. to be expressed by soft words
and tender caresses. The soft word
and loving caress las its right and

necessary place in every child's life,
but love is. not this. It is some-
thing infinitely stronger and higli-
er. S. Paul tells us that ''Love
hopeth all things," "Love be-
lieveth all things.'

Where is love when you are
tempted to think that anyone is tco
stupid or too naughty for you to do
anything with ? In that moment of
faint heartedness, of impatience,
you lose your special opportunity to
hope for good, to believe in good.
where others, it may be, see nothing
to hope for or to believe in. This
does not infer blindness, but true-
sightedness. Eyes to see faults,
strength to corredSt them, but
through and beyond that, the clear
vision to know what the child would
be without that blemish, to hope
for that, to believe in that, and, as
a inatter of course, to pray for that.

"Knowledge is power, (so said a
wise mai,) and knowledge and
power are great opportunities."
To know always means to have
learned, lo/earn always means to
take trouble, the children are with
you night and day, well or ill, hap-
py or unhappy, good or bad; except
their mothers, who should know
then as well as their teachers? But
do we lake the opportunity of ob-
taining this knowledge ? It re-
quires the greatest patience, taking
the greatest trouble, watching,
praying, guarding against mistakes.
The child who is the least satisfad-
ory munst receive the greatest
amount of love, watchfulness, and
care, in order that you may learn
to know her more truly, and, as you
corne to know, you will have power
to foster the good and check the
evil. This power, the powerof the
Mother, the power of the Teaclier,
when it springs fion knowledge
and is controlled by love, is irresist-
ible. Verv often, always wiein


