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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

A HALT NEEDED TO BK CALLE!).

1o the lumber industry thero is surely sume-
thing rotten in Denmark. Thero is & weong
principle underlying tho ways of conductng
tho lumber businuss. Thero is an abscnce of
firmnoss and a lack of determination on tho
part of the manufacturers to obtain for tho
product of their mills what it s worth. Thero
ina saying that any articlo of trade is worth
Just what it will eoll for, and nomore. In ono
senso this old saying, a» appliod to lumbor is
wholly wrong, Unii~e competition may forco
prices below where they would go woro trado
allowed to tuko its natural course, Hot-houss

- proceascs, as much as they may bo beneficial to
tho growth of certain plants, aro detsimontal to
any branch of trade,

If the amount of standing pino could not bo
approximately catimatod ; if stumpage was of
no value; if there was not rapid doprociation
inmill property, then & low prico for lnmber
might be excuseable.  But that the groat body
of whito pine will in a short time, as comparcd
with tho timo that our great ard growing
country will demand lumber, bo practically ox-
hausted ; that stumpage has a positivo value,
ne matter how littla it inay havo cost the present
swners of it that saw.mill machinery from
wear and firo is short-lived, are facts acknow-
ledged by all. Then why should a businocss
that is limited as to tho time it can bo conduct-
o, end tho conduct of which iz expensive, bo
carried on at a small profit to some and an ab-
sojuto foss {0 oihwms T

Of late yoars it has been charged by manu:
facturcrs that the jobbers of the Chicago and
other markots have been responsible for the
unstesdiness of prices. Tho Lumberman has
claimod that tho arguinent was fallacious, and
the vonditions of trade as they now oxis’ provo
that such is tho case. It i for the intereat of

. the jobbing trade to buy as cheaply as possible,

but no matter how much of an effort tho jobbers
might mske to hammor prices, if their yards
could not bo filled at ono prico they would at
anothoer, The manufacturers have this mattor
:n their keeping, But it scems thoy do not
keep it woll. There is no more compotition to-
day between jobbers and manufacturers than
thero 18 between manufacturors themsclves, A
majority of the Iatter havo also becomne distrib-
utors, and whon several of them meot in ono
neighborhood to look after their customers they
pound pricos as hard as the jobbers ever did.
The interior Michigan mills maka it intoresting
for ono anothers’ customers in tho territory
reached by theso oporators south of tho state
line, and tho first cut in uppers of which we
learned this spring was raade by these very
mill men, Yot they stand up and denounco the
jobbers, and say thoy aro ovorlastingty trying
to stave tho bottom ous of the markot.

The same conditions cxust west of here.
Duluth and Minneapolis have had a fight in the
Northwast, and Duluth has como eut ahead be-
cayse her mill men can handle their lumber for
Toss nonoy than tho Minneapolis mill mon can.
Tho latter sought to overcoino this disadvantage
by low prices and big discounts, but when the
other side resorted to tho samo practices, the
disadvantage of tho big Minneapolis handling
bill was still apparent. So, too, the mill men
on tho upper waters of the Mississippi, have
endeavored to knock out tho lower river met,
and havo succcoded to such an oxtent that some
of tho latter openly declaro that their presont
locations are not profitablo vnes for saw milla.
Even tho log tewing bill stauds in tho way of
successful competition with their ncighbors up
strcam. The policy with tho manufacturer is
o scll luber at o fair pizce it thoy can, but to
sell it anyhow.

This policy we regard as wrong, for the rea.
song heretofore stated in this article.  Every
foot of pino n tho Nordhwest vught to bnng &
price that will pay o fair profit to the uwner and
wanufacturcr of ity and further, to both tho
jobber and retailer.  Such a prico would be no
hardship to any one, and & positive bancfit to
many. Tho consumer would bo vbliged to pay

more for lumber; but §2 or &3 per thousand
feet on the amount of lumboer that onters into
tho construction of tho averago house or bamn
wonld cut but asmall fighwre, If tuat amount
wore added to the price of lumber, building
operations would not be curtailed, provided the

builders were satisficd tho prices had gone up to
stay. It 1s tho uncertainty as to prices that
calls a haltin improvementa.

If firmnoees could bo sustainod, not only the
rotailers but tho jobbers would bo relioved.  As
it is now, thoy do not know when to buy, If
lumbor is cheap this week it may bo choaper
noxt, and it is almost sure to bo if salcsmen
from different territorics visit the town at about
tho samo time,

Tho Zumberman is by no means in favour of
oxorbitant prices, and prices that would pay a
living profit to all, from tho owner of the stunp-
ago to tho retailor, would not bo oxorbitant.
Such prices avery busincss should bo expected
to pay, and Joos pay when well conducted.
Lumbeor is a staple commodity, and its valuo
should 19t be tossod about by bulls and bears,
a3 though it was tho watered stock of a railway
corporation. It is admittod now that thero 18
littlo that is apoculative in tho’lumber trads,
and if not then valuos should not be subject to
fluctuations that causo distrust and halting by
any branch of tho trape.  Tho manufacturers,
and thoy orly, can say whether tho samo condi-
tions which now govern tho trado shall continue
to govern it.—Northwestern Lumberman,

FOREST FIRRS.

During tho pazt fow days tho peoplo of New
York, Now Jersoy and Ponnsylvania havo had
xad exporionco with forost fires, and they have
como, too, at a tims when thoy were lcast
sxpocicd.  Forest 8res are usually looked for in
times of drouth, and particularly in the lattor
part of summer or fall, but this timo thoy came
before tho summer heat has parched the carth,
and soon after, if not really before, all tho anow
in the northern part of Noew York atato had
disappeared.

To oven approximately estimato the yearly
Joss from burning forests would be a diffcult, if
rot a hopeless task. Therois not only immense
loss of property, but overy fow scasons a loss of
lifo a3 woll, Tho Peshtigo and Michigan fires,
which were 8o productive of loss of life, are
fresh in tbe inindsof all, and rarcly a scason
passca that scveral names are not added to the
frightful list. A person cannot roalize to what
extent thoso Sires have raged until he has
travelled through the Northwest and seen the
thousands of acres that have been burnt over,
with tha millions of trees standing thick, biack
and limbless, White pine owners cstimate that
thero 1s one chance in ten that their posscssions
will be swept by firo every year, and without
doubt the per ventage i8 placed low cnough.
Indeed, many a careful investor shuns pine
lands for this very reason.

On the Pacific coast tho losses have been
many and heavy. TheSouth is tho only scction
that has escapod, and the fires in the Carolinas
a few weeks ago prove that even that sectivn is
not exempt in the neighborhicod where turpen-
tine is made,

What is to be dono about it? Forest fires are
proventable, the same as many other calamities
may be provented. But no preventive steps are
taken. There is o hordoof **forestors” and
ofBeeseckers who are everlastingly shouting,
* Plant trees ! plaat treca ! plant trecs!” But
wo never hear them say & word about protecting
the trees wo already liave from their worst
onemy. They seem to think thst it is o more
laudablo undortaking to set out a little staddle
or plant a seed that will not bocome a treo
of much worth until wo are all dead than it is
to protect a trec that is already grown, Thoy
should understand that protection ia of more
importanco than reforesting ; that at present
there is no lack of trees of most kinds, and thas
thear number could not be greatly incroased, or,
rather, tho portion of the country now covered
by forcats could not be greatly enlarged, oxcopt
at tho sacrifico of agricultwsl interests, until
«arming bocomes moro of a science thanitis
now. Sure cnough, the entire Ohio valloy
might bo reforestod for tho alleged purpose of
proventing floods which have aweopt that valloy
frum times immemonal , but if it were, it wounld
bo intcresting to know what would becomo of
tho inhabitants,

Tho only way to provent forest fires is to
colloct and burn, under supervision, the dry
bush and treo tops,  Fire caunod cxist unless it
has sumcthing to foed on, This journal nas

held for a long titwo that overy lu.nberman
operating in tho woods should he required by
aw to tako such caro of i loavinga that they
will not hazard the property of his neighbors.
This would bo n good dual of labor, and it
would cost a good deal to of moncy, but if
thereby oven o half of tho losscs by forest fires
were provonted, both the lbor and rioncy
would be well expended,  And this rule should
not bo observed by lumbennen alone, but by
othivrs.  In forests in which operntions are not
being carried on thero is & constant accumula-
tion of dry limbs and fallen treos, and theso the
owner of tho Jand should be obliged to remove
in somo way, providing his wood joins others.
If a man’s timber is isolated to such an oxtent
that, in caso it burncd, the flames woyld not bo
communicated to the timber lunds of othors,
then lot him do ez ho has nmind to. If hocan
afford to have his timher destroyed by firo others
should not objoct.

‘The greatest difficulty to bo met in the proso-
cution of such n work would bo from wind-falls.
It would scem sometimes as if naturo stopped
in to basten tho coming of the flames, Swarths,
of such dimensions ns only tho olements can
mow, are cut through tho foreats by tho wind,
and for mi'es and miles overy treo of decent
sizo is laid fist, Theso windfalls are prolifio of
intonsy forest firce, and thoy have boeon tho
starting point of somo of thia worst fires on re-
cord, Hero is when naturo comesin and says
that her trees aro not ail for the benefit of man,
but that sho will destroy a portion of them irn
her own good time and way.

The metiiod deacribod is tho only ono wo be-
lievo @ provent foreat fires, but the prosecution
of it means diilicult and prodigious work, and
for this very reason, perhaps, it is not advocatod
by tho * foresters,” *“ botanista ” and professors
who now-a-days aro 50 ready with their advico
on all subjocts portaining to our forests, when
really thoy no littlo about themn.—Nortkicutern
Lumberman,

CEYLON BOTANIC GARDENS.

In a handbook recently issuod by Dr, Trimen,
tho following interusting particulars aro given:
Tho Royal Botanic Gardens at Peradeniya wero
established in 1821, six years after tho final ac-
cupation of tho Kandyan Kingdom of thoe Eng-
lish. Tho site isa little less than four miles from
Kandy to tho Colomnboroad, and occupicsaloop
of the rivor Mahaweli, which surrounds it on all
sides oxcopt tho south, where it is Lounded by
the high road. Thoarea, nearly 150 acres in
oxtent, beautifully undulated, it? average ele-
vation above sca lovel being about 1540 fect.
The climato is hot, moist, and very cquable ; the
mean annual temperaure is about 77° F., April
and May being tho hottest and Docember the
coldest montbs, Rain fallson abont 200 days
in tho year, the annual rainfall being about 86
inches; it is protty evonly cpread through tho
year, but is heaviest in October and November
and in June, at tho full establishment of the N.
E. and S. W, monsoon respectively. Feobruary
snd March arc the dricst months, but even then
thero ere showersat nodistant intervals. Beforo
its occupation as a Botanic Garden tho “greater
part of the land had been n royal demesno
occasionally occupied as a residenoce.by the kings
of Kandy., The earth-mound and ditch along
thosouth boundary are still evident, and remains
of stone buildings have been found. The name
Pera, Guava, and deniya, an onclosed place-—in-
dicates its uso as o fruit gardon of which the
existencoe of some very odd mavgo treos °s fur-
ther ovidence. On onother part of thesito stood
& small tomple or flower ehrinoand pricst’s house,
abandoned, howover, before the formation of
tho garden. This gardon now contains consid-
crably over 2000 spocies of plants. The director
has also undor his charge, as adjuncts to tho
Peradenmiya Gardens, smaller brunch establish-
ments in different climatic districts of Cuylon.
Hakgala Gardons are situatod at an clovation of
5500, about six miles to the onst of Nuwara
Eliya on tho road to Baduila. Thoy wore open-
od in 1860 as a cinche na nursery.  The climate
admits of cultivation there the numerous Europ-
ean .nd Australinn plants, and those of the
tropical mountain regions,  Henaratgods Gard-
en is & oympletely tropical one, scarcely above
sca lovel, and in a wot steaming climate which

milo from tho railway station of tho vame name
on tho Colombo-Kandy railway, Many of the
plants grow at Peradeniys flonrish thero with
far greater luxuriance, and others can bo
cultivated thero only,—Federal Australian,

THE LUMBER OUTLOOK.

Now that tho logging scason has closed wo
havo endeavored to inform oursclves of the
situation, and are gratifiod o know that the
rasolutions made by our Inmbermen last fall to
curtail the output of logs has resulted in o
material reduction, Tho Ottawa district ehows
1,600,000 less logs on hand than at this dato
last year, which, averaging the logs at soven to
tho thousand feet, would bo cqual to 316,000,000
foct ; while tho reduction in the St. Maurice
district is proportionately greater, being from
00,000,000 foct last yoar to 15,000,000 feet this
year, or a reduction in tho output of pinoc of
250,000,000 foet in theso two soctions,  Should
it also be found, which is believed to be the
case, that tho pine-producing districts of the
Goorgian Bay, Muskoks, Petorborough and
Trent have mado similar reductions, there
would this year bo fully 600,000,000 feot less
pine to cut than last year,

Coupling tho foregoing with tho statement
made that tho spruce product of Naw Bruns.
wick and Maine is 268,000,000 foct leas, and the
further fact that our own spruce districta of the
St. Lawrenco and castern townshipe have great-
ly roduced numbors of logs, many mills not
having stocked up at all, wo cannot bo far
astray in estimating tho shortagoe in pino and
spruca cast of Lake Huron at ouc thoussnd
million foot, This curtailment in supply must
havo the cffect of restoring the lumber industry
of Canada to its normal condition, and if the
conservativo action of the lumbermen meets
with its reward in onhanced prices for their
stock, fow will regret it.  That the lumbermen
may rcasonably anticipate bighor prices is evi-
dent when it is scen that tho stock 1 only two-
thirds of last year, and since the home consump-
tion was then fully ono-third of the stock, and
there is now overy appearanco of an equally
large hemo consumption this year, this amount,
deducted from the small stock of the present
season, would obviously leavo only about one.
half as much on hand for export to Britain and
the United States.—Journal of Commerce,

A PLEA YOR TREE PLANTING

Tho following article from the New York
Independent will ropay perusal, at this time:

*In overy town and villago something can
be dono to beautify and greatly improve the
public grounds and highways. All that is
necessary is for some one or moro persons to
start tho whoels and units in calling a meeting
of the rosidents to discuss the matter. Let tho
Iadies take hold in good carnest and start tho
movement, A village socicty once organized
could do, in a very fow years, an astonishing
amount of work, with very littlo effort. One
singlo day in a year devoted to village improve:
ments would very soon change the wholoap-
pearance of any place. Such work is rapidly
increasing in popularity. Mr, B, G. Northrop,
of Connocticut, is now giving almost his whole
timo in lecturing on the subject of Rural Im-
provements.

What ho said, in a recent address in Shelby-
ville, Indiana, is hig‘ﬁ]y spoken of by the
Indianapolis Journal. Wo copy from a recent
roport the following interesting points, given by
Mr. Northrop on that occasion. His topic was
¢ Arbor Day.’

It may be objected to Arhor Day, orto auy
school losson on forestry, that tho course of study
is already ovorcrowded. I roply that the
roquisitc talks on treea, their valuo and beauty,
nood not occupy three hours, all told. Those
talks on this subjoct, which Supcrintondent
Pcasoloy says were the most intorcsting and
profitable lessons the pupils of Cincinnati ever
had in a singlo day, occupicd only the morning
of Arbor Day, ths afternoon being given to tho
practical work, Such talk will lead our youth
to admiro our noble trees, and realizo that they
aro tho grandest products of nature, and form
the fincst drapery that adorns this casth in all
lands. Thus taught, thoy will wish to plant

verios little, It is sbout threo-quariers of &

and protect trece., This love of trees early im-




