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the Bible Class. The truthi is inftnite and
every tîmie %ve study it something ncw will
taira up; or the old wiIl corne with new
power. We may thus go on studying the
plaincat Bible doctrines tili the day of our
dcath. It is a great loss tù' your mind, to
your hecart anl soul, to give up the careful
study of religious truth. Do not give itup
ander any pretence; ana if yon have flot
yet cominenced, delay flot an hour. The
Great Teachier is ever ready to hellp you.

Ont of our ton thousand communicants
wo have but 942 Sabhath school teachers.
Sureiy this is foti rght. Our schools shouid
be larger and more nurnerous;- ani the bar
in the way of progress is the wvant of teaeh-
ern. Wecan say fromn the experience of
years that 11o work is pieasantcr-that no
work pays better (in the ig,,hest sense) titan
that of teaching iu the Sabbath achool. It
wîli lead you to read your Bible when other-
wise you might be, tenaptcd to neglecet it.
It wvill whetyour desire for information and
good railing. It will induce yoni to con-
suit comînentaries and other books that wvill
greatly expand your ideas and help yon to
grow lu knowledge as well as ln the fear ot
the Lord.

The debt on Church, Property la set do'wn
at $16,263. This returu is mauifestly in-
complete. The dcbt on our churches must
be nearer $30,000 than S16,000. But even
the latter sumn is a heavy drag whieh should
flot be allowed to retard our progress. The
interest of this sum alone -%ouid be help to
sustain ten of our wcak congregations and
wouid support oue foreign missionary.-
Ia it not worth white te save, an expenditure
of sueh magnitude as titis ?

We note that $6,628 are due to ministers
as arrears of stipends. Now this is a large
sum for poor men te lose. Have you paid
your minister?' If not, do so imrnediately.
It is -a debt of Christian honour which it is
ineffabiy base, mean, disgraceful -te negl,'eet.
No honest d~an in a respectable community
withhoids his proportion. Thc miniator
will flot compdl you to pay : but it is ail the
more your bounden duty te, redeem- your
plighted boueur.

There are but 72 Deacons returued. We
dotubt flot tho more general appointment of

deacons te take ehaqge of the teinporalitics
of the congregatiens wouid ho a valuabie
addition to the strengthi of the C hurch-
The office ô? deacon is a scriptural onme and
it bliould flot be allowed to fitll into disuse.

It la with pain and humiliation that we
tnrn to so'ne figures in the columu of" a'ti-
pends." In one case aminiater ia proniised
the sum of £75 ayear,and £15 ô? the amount
is set dowvn as arrears! Another ministor
labours ycar by year on a stipend o? £90,
and bis congregation allowv arrears to accu-

ainte te nearly that amount. Two in-
stances occur lu which the arrears are dou-
ble the sum paid during the vear. Iu one
case the sum paid amounts only to £54.-
This is the dark aide o? the picture. Som*e
congregations have paid more than they pro-
mised. A large nuimber are elear o? arrears.
Severai bave built comortable Manse.-
Orhers have raised thecir minister's stipend,
paid old debts, and exerted themacîves in
various ways in the good cause.

It la weil that aIl these facta, dark as weli
as bright, shouid be poudered. Mon expeet,
to undergo privations and are prepared for
martyrdom among the heathon. But sure-
ly it is too mueh to expeot a man to labour
sabbatlî after sabbath here white bis ?amily
is starving or le himacîf la plunged lu debt.
It la cruei-very cruel-to cail a ministor,
te have hlm settled ever yen, aud then starve
him. We say nothiug ofthe congregations
that ame poor themF'elves and do tlicir ut-
moat iu the circumstances. Ia these cases
the Home Mission stops lu and to some ex-
fout maltes up the deficee ney. But we do
complain of some cougregatiens of rich,
eomortable, thrlving farmers who make a
moat meianchoiy figure lu this table. It 18
nover too late te moud; and we hope and
pray that the figures againat several. names
in next year's Teturna 'wiii be eloquent of
changea for tIre botter.

RECENT PERSECUTIONW TIRKEY.
]iectnt intelligence of the maost autbènft

character proves that-the Turkish govern-
ment veutured to inflet 'veryserlous injuriés
on Protestant missionaries aid' ëna aIl who.
wore supposed to favor Christianizy. Many
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