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MWBRIDES
ALSE MOVE

tow the Premier Threw
Away B. C.’s Op-
portunity

0ffi ial Minutes of the “Better Terms”
Conference at Ottawa—Withdi awal
of Hon. Mr. McBride

(Special Correspondence)

Ottawa, Dec. 8.—The oificial minutes
of the proceedings in conference between
inembers of the government of Canada
sad of the various provincial govern-
inents, assembled at Ottawa, in October,
1906, have just been completed and pre-
cented to the various officials interested.
it reveals the facts connected with the
unfortunate withdrawal of premier Mc-
sride of British Columbia, 1rom the
conference, and indicates the spirit ot
1iirness in which the delegates of the
..ner provinces and the representatives
©: the dominion considered the claim of
tae Pacific province for specially fav-
orable treatment. As an historical docu-
1ent, it will be of value in the future
2ad will inevitably be a factor in all
subsequent negotiations between Brit-
1:h Columbia, the other provinces and
the cominion. In its preamble the min
L.es recite the call sent out by sir wil-
frid Laurier for the conference:

Conference Chamber,
House of Parliament, Ottawa.
October 8th, 1906.

In responce to an invitation address-
ed by the Rt. Hon. sir wilirid Laurier,
G.C.M.G., to the several provincial pre-
miers throughout the dominion, which
invitation was couched in these terms:

Ottawa, 10th, Sept., 1906.

Sir:—In accordance with the reques!
of the provincial governments for a con-
ference with the dominion governmeni
to discuss the financial subsidies to the
provinces, I beg to inform you that such
& conference will take place at the city
of Ottawa on Monday, the 8th of Octo-
ber next, at 11 a.m., which you are in-
vited to attend. Your obedient servant,

WILFRID LAURIER.

The following gentlemen assembled
at the conference chamber in the par-
li=ment buildings at Ottawa on Monday,
the 8th day of October, 1906, at the hou
of 11 o’clock in the forenoon:

From the province of Ontario—Hon.
J. P. Whitney, premier; Hon, J. J. Foy,
K.C., attorney-general; Hon. A. J. Math
ezon, provincial treasurer.

From the province of Quebec—Hon
Lomer Gouin, K. C., premier and attor-
ney-general; Hon. W. A. Weir, minister
of public works. g

From the province of New Brunswick
—3on. L. J. Tweedie, premier and pro-
vircial secretary; Hon. William Pugsley,
attorney-general.

From the Province of Prince Edward
Isi:and—Hon. Arthur Peters, K.C., prem-
jer and attorney-general; Hon. G. E
Hughes.

From the Province of Manitoba—Hon
R. P. Roblin, premier, minister of rall-
ways, and minister of agriculture; Hon.
C. H. Campbell, K.C., attorney-general.

From the provinece of British Colum-
bia—Hon. Richard McBride, premier, and

o ister of mines.

¥rom the province of Saskatchewan—
I#on. Walter Scott, premier; Hon. J. A.
Ca'der, commissioner of education.

¥rom the province of Alberta—Hon.
A. C. Rutherford, premier; Hon. C. W.
Cross, K.C., attorney-general.

The above named gentlemen were re-
ceived on behalf of the government of
Canada by: Rt. Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier,
G.C.M.G., first minister; Hon. W. 8.
Ficlding, minister of finance; Hon. A.
B. Aylesworth, K.C., minister of justice;
iicn Rodoiphe Lemieux, K.C., postmas-
ter-general.

it was moved by the Hon. Mr. Whit-
nev, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Roblin,
t:at the Hon. Lomer Gouin be chairman
cf the joint conference. - g

1Hon. Mr. Gouin accordingly took the
chalr.

i'he Rt. Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier
I “ofly expressed the pleasure of him-
; it and of his ministers at meeting the
1 ovineial premiers and their colleagues,
: »d said that his government would be

1138 to discuss with them whatever
} oposals they might, after conference

among themselves, agree in submitting.

on. Mr. Gouin returned thanks for
‘e honer done him in electing him to

o chairmanship of the joint confer-

ce, and expressed on behalf of him-
¢ If and colleagues his appreciation of
Y2 welcome accorded them by sir Wil-
f~id Laurier.

Hon. Messrs. Roblin, Whitney, Twee-
¢ e, Rutherford, Peters, McBride and
¢ ott, followed to the same effect.

CONFERENCE  MINUTES

GFFICIAL REPORT OF “BETTER
TERMS” DEBATE

1:BRIDE’S FAILURE TO GRASP B.
C.’s OPPORTUNITY.

(Continued From First Page.)
Conference Chamber, Ottawa,

October 10th, 1906.
The chairman of the joint conference
th-k the chair at 11 o’clock when all
e members present at the sitting on
t o 8th, inst. were convened, and in ad-
cition thereto, as representing the pro-
nwee of Nova Scotia, the Hon. G. H.
Ainrray, premier and provincial secre-
tary, and the Hon. Arthur Drysdale,
altorney general; also the Hon, Adelard
Turgeon, C.M.G., minister of lands and

forests in the provinelal government of
Quebec,

1'ne Rt. Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier pro=
posed that Mr. Chas. Lanctot, K.C., and
Mr. Jos. Pope, C.M.G., under secretary of
state, be appointed secretaries of the
joint conference, which was agreed to,
The chairman handed to sir Wilfrid
Laurier certain resolutions eof the inter-
piovincial congerence, whica are as fol~
lows:

Whereas the members 2 this confer-
ence are of the opinion that it 1s desir-
able in the interests of the people of
Canada, ana essential to che develop-
ment of the provinces, that an immea-
iate provision be made IOr an increase
of the subsidies granted by ke dominion
to the several provinc2s, and for the
award to the piovincial governments by
Canada of an amount sufficient to meet
.ue cosis of the administration of erim-
inal justice, not exceeding «J cents per
nead of the population;

‘herefore it is unanimo sly resolved—
1. That the subject macter of the res-

olutions adopted by the conterence of
the representatives of tke scveral prov-
inces, held at Quebec ia December, 1902,
which were shortly thereatter presented
to the government of ‘he dominion, and
which were ratified by the legislatures
of the then existing provinces except
chat of British Columbia, be now pressed
upon the government of tre deminion for
immediate and favorabi: action, under
reserve of the right of any province to
submit to such government memoranda
in writing concerning any claims it may
have te larger sums han those set outl
in the said resolutions, or to additional
consideration or recognition; resvived—

2. That in case of the government of
Canada concurring in the v ews of the
conference as expressed in the above
resolution, a measure shoull pe submit-
ted to the parliament of Canada at the
next session, providing for payment ol
such increased subsidies and aliowances
1S may be determined upan, pending an
amendment of the British North Amer-
.ca Act, if such amendment should be
deemed necessary.

It was also unanimously resolved:

That sub-section (¢) of resolution 1,
acopted at the conference held at Que-
oec in December, 1902, be amended so
1s to read as follows:

(¢) The population as ascertained at
the last decennial census to govern, ex-
;ept as to British Columbia, Manitoba,
saskatchewan and Alb:ri2; and as to
nose four provinces, ‘ne ropulation to
e taken to be that upon which, under
ne respective statutes in that. behalf,
he annual payments now 1nade to them
espectively by the dominion are fixed,
intil the annual population is by the
ensus ascertained to he greater; and
aereafter the population so ascertained
o govern.

It is also unanimously resolved:—

That the Hon. Mr. Gouin, premier of
he province of Quebec, and the Hon.
ir. Whitney, premier of the province of
)ntario, be a committee to submit the
oregoing resolutions to the government
f the Dominion of Canada.

The Hon. Mr. McBride submitted the
ollowing memorandum “embodying the
slaims of British Columbia to special
.nd distinctive treatment.

Memorandum re British Columbia’s

Claims for Special Consideration

On behalf of the government of Brit-
sh Columbia, I adhere to the general
rinciple of the rights of the provinces
o increased subsidies, and, therefore,
upport the resolutions of the Quebec
:onference, in so far gs they are not in-
onsistent with or prejudicial to the
slaims of any particular province for
wdditional recognition with respect to
such matters as form the subject of those
resolutions;

The government of British Columbia
:annot, however, accept them as a final
ind full settlement of its demahds.
There are special considerations in the
-ase of British Columbia which involves
idditional recognition in its behalf.
These considerations are set forth in the
memorial presented to the dominion
sovernment last year, a copy of which
is herewith submitted, and a resolution
affirming the position of the provincial
government was unanimously adopted
by the legislature of the province of
British Columbia. The resolutions of the
conference of Quebee, which, if carried
into effect, would increase the subsidies
yiready received by British Columbia,
relatively speaking leave it no better, if
as well, off. This is obvious for two
reasons:

ist.—Owing to the excessive contri-
jutions made by British Columbia to
he Federal treasury, as compared with
nther provinces, the province would pay
in undue proportion of the amount of
he increase in subsidies to all the pro-
inces. A parallel 1a support of this is
fforded in the allowance which was
made at the time of confederation to
-ertain provinces on account of the
:reater debt of other provinces in the
;ayment of which the people of all the
rovinces had to share. Our case is pre-
isely similar now to that in which
hose provinces would have been had no
such allowance been made.
2nd.—The proposed increase in sub-

sidies being largely based upon popula-
tion the special physical conditions
which make the cost of government in
the province of British Columbia dig-
proportionately great, are not provided
for.

Briefly as set forth in the memorial of
-he government of B. C. already referred
to, “the claims being presented by the
other provinces for increased subsidies
are similar in character to some of those
of British Columbia, with this important
distinction, that the reasons which alike
zive them foundation are greatly accen-
tuated in the case of this province.

A brief summary of the arguments in
Jur case is herewith submitted:

For a proper knowledge of the case, it
is necessary to consider the conditions
which existed at the time British Co- |
lumbia entered confederation, and the
mental] attitude in whiech the terms of
union between the province and the
dominion were framed. Public senti-
ment as represented in parliament, was
prejudicial to more favorable terms be-
ing granted. A large section of Canada
was utterly opposed to unfon with Brit-
ish Columbia on the terms under which
the construction of a transcontinental
railway was rendered obligatory, It was

only.upop. grounds of large public pol-
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icy of a national character—~the round-
ing «ou’. of confederation—that their
adoptior. was justified. It was almost
universally conceded that the province
physical iy handicapped as it was, would
not pa’,; its way in conrederation, and it
was ‘strongly contended that the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacific railway
—+tne price asked by British Columbia—
was too great a sacrifice on the part of
the dominion, and that the railway
when built would prove unremunera-
tive. Consequently the financial terms
conceded to British Columbia were the
least favorable possible.
A similar attitude towards British Co-
lumbia was maintained as long subse-
qucently as 1884, when the Settlement
Act was passed whereby the outstand-
ing differences between the provinces
and the dominion were finally adjusted.
By the terms of the Settlement Act the
province, tired of delays and wearied
with fruitless negotiations, agreed to
transfer 3,500,000 acres of the best
land in the Peace river district in lieu
of expenditures on the part of the do-
minion amounting in all to about $1,100,-
000. These lands, worth now at the
lowest valuation $17,5600,000 were parted
with to secure a railway from Esquimalt
to Nanaimo, costing less than $3,000,000,
which under the Carnarvon terms the
dominion government had pledged itself
to build without cost to the province.

The value of such concession was not
then foreseen. The treaty of 1871 as re-
vised in 1884, was made in misapprehen~
sion of the possibilities of British Co-
lumbia and the development to accrue
from the building of the Canadian Pa-
cific railway. °

The subsequent course of events has
shown that British Columbia has not
only paid its way in confederation, but
has contributed in 35 years nearly $19,-

‘cent of the price of confederation and
gets in return ong per cent of the trade,
(see table page 8 of memgorial, prepared
by Mr.- George Johuston, late dominion
statistician.)

3. The non-industrial character of
the province accounts for the enormous
contributions it has made to the federal
treasury in proportion to the amount
received therefrom. An elaborate state-
ment of the account appears in the mem-
orial referred to, which has been
brought up to date, showing an excess
of contributions over recelpts amount-
ing to -nearly $19,000,000. This is not
submitted as an exact mathematical so-
lution of financial relations but is sub-
stantially accurate and represents ap-
proximately the actual condition of
affairs in respect to receipts and contri-
butions. There is the further consider-
ation that the population which accrues
directly to the benefit of the dominion
accrues in the ratio of about three to
one as compared with the average bene-
fits from population, in other sections
of Canada.

4. ‘The geographical position of the
domirion also handicaps it in relation
to the products which it sells. This is
true for the most part of .foreign ex-
ports of lumber, of fish and of minerals
and of many other things that it is hop-
ed to produce in the future, such as man-
ufactures of iron and paper. For the
most part British Columbia sells in the
markets of the world in competition
with the world. It cannot sell in eastern
Canada in competition with eastern
manufacturers owing to distance and is
thus handicapped in what it buys and
what it sells,

Its geographical! position has still
further the effect of increasing the cost
of cunsumption by imposts in the way
of freight on goods which are imported
from a supply centre of Canada and else-

000,000 to the federal treasury in excess
of what it has received therefrom; that
the Canadian Pacific railway has been
instrumental more than any other fac-
tor in building up Canada, with benefits
vastly greater to eastern Canada than
to British Columbia; and that the Settle-
ment Act gave a realizable asset to the
dominion nearly tweunty times greate:
than the expenditure which it involved.

The government of British Columbia
submits as incontrovertible that as thc
original and amended term of union
.naving been based upon assumptions
which have proved groundless, and as
.hat the very opposite of what was
anticipated has transpired, it is incum-
sent, in the light of developments which
have actually taken place upon the do-
minion ;morally and constitutionally, to
now substitute fairer terms for those
made perfe-ce in anticipation -of what
did not happen.

This contentlon is strictly in line with
what is promised in the resolution of
the Quebec conference of 1902 to the
affect that at the time of the passing of
the B.N.A. Act “it was impossible to fore
see the development of the dominion,’
and to provide in an unalterable and
fixed way for the requirement of the
various local governmexts for all time
to come, except that the condtions are
so peculiar and exceptional in the case
»f British Columbia as to demand ex-
septional consideration in the revision
of financial -terms now considered nec-
essary.

In the memorial presented by the
zovernment of British Columbia to the
dominion authorities and in various let-
ters and memoranda the historical as-
pect of the case has been reviewed, anc
the reasons for special consideration
given in extenso. In addition to-the
foregoing it has beéen pointed out that
there are certain conditions and physi-
cal disabilities, permanent in character
which accentuate the position of British
Columbia considered in relation to the
other provinces, and that abnormall)
increase the cost of administratica it
that province as compared with the
average conditions of the rest of thc
dominion, entailing as well disadvan-
tages of commercial, industrial, and po-
litical character. These are:

1. The cost of administration, owing
‘o the physical character of the country.

2. The distance from the cummerctal
industrial and administrative centres of
eastern Canada. R

3. The non-industrial character - of
the province, as compared with eastern
Canada, whereby a large percentage ol
goods are imported and consumed, in-
creasing the contributions to the federal
treasury in the way of taxes in a ratic
of three to one.

4, The disadvantages of the province
in relation to the market for its specia
products.

Under the first head, it is pointed out
and supported by tables filed in the offi
cial records of all the provinees that the
physical conditions referred to seriously
1ffect the c¢ost of government under
every head.

The following table covering a perioc
of thirty years of all the provinces will
sufficlently illustrate these contentions

The first column of figures shows
average population fcr 30 years; seconc
solumn total expenditure for 30 years,
and the third average per head per year.
B. C. 90,634 $32,243,068 $11.86
Man. 123,801 16,025,974 4.31
P. E. . 104,062 9,179,906 2.94
Queb. . 1,421,994 104,027,881 2.44
N. Brun. 314,802 20,381,060 2.16
Ontario .. 1,961,260 105,798,503 n.79
N. 8. 434,585 21,525,863 1.65

4,451,138 $309,182,265 § 2.32

British Columbia is a country
roundly speaking 900 miles in length
and 500 miles in width, including an
area of 381,000 square miles, extremely
mountainous in character and settled in
widely detached valleys with a sparse
population. This involves an expediture
for Government very much greater than

in provinces which are compact and do
not present the same peculiar conditions
with which that province is confronted.

2. The geographical position of the
province, though very important in one
sense, is very disadvantageous in rela-
tion to the dominion as.a whole, We
sell very little to eastern Canada on
account of the nature of our products,
and we buy very largely there for the
same reason. Interprovincial trade was
the material object in confederation.
The province therefore having four per
cent of the population pays eight per

where.

. In addition to the natural disadvan-
j tages under which the province has lab-
ored, may fairly be cited the political
disadvantages of a limited representa-
tion irrparliament and the long distance
from the seat of government. Without
reflection upon one administration at
Ottawa more than another the province
by reason of these handicaps has not in
the past received that consideration fo:
its various wants that is extended tc
the people of Eastern Canada who have
large representation and easy access tc
the capital.

Comparing the terms conceded tc
British Columbia and to the new prov-
inces of Alberta and Saskatchewan, it i
found in effect that when these provin-
c es are in receipt of the total allowance
to which they will be ultimately entitled
per annum, the amount in round num-
bers will be $2.250,000, while the total
of British Columbia’s allowance, when it
1as reached its maximum will be less
nan $500,000. It is not contended thai
:he new provinces have received tooc
nuch, but that British Columbia has re-
seived far too little. Alberta and Sas-
katchewan cbntain large, compact,
wrable areas presenting no physical dif-
ficulties or obstacles to development.
While it may be said that in their case
the lands and minerals belonged to the
dominion, if we take the case of Brit-
ish Columbia ,with s public domain in
its own right, the average of its re-
ceipts for the past thirty—years on ac-
zount of its natural resources has only
been $235,000 per annum from which
must be deducted the cost of administra-
tion, not less at the present time than
$100,000 per annum. It is submitted
further that the re-adjustment of the
subsidies every two and a half years,
according to the increase of population
ascertained by census-taking, in our
estimation is another important advan-
tage which the new provinces have ovel
British Columbia. They obtain almost
immediately in increased subsidy thc
benefit of increased population, while
British Columbia, in which the increase
of population is also very rapid, has tc
wait ten years for readjustment, There
is therefore, only one of two conclus-
ions to e drawn from a‘comparison of
the terfys in the two cases; either the
new provinces have been too generously
2ndowed by the dominion—which is not
alleged—or British Columbia has re-
ceived very inadequate consideration ot
its requirements.

The governments of British Columbia,
in view of all the considerations which
have been advanced in support of the
claims of that province, reaffirms its po-
sition in regard to the desirability of
a complete investigation by a competent
tribunal of the merits of the provincial
contention. Tt is therefore asked that a
commission be appointed consisting of
three persons of eminent repute, one to
be named by the government of the do-
minjon of Canada, one by the govern-
ment of British Columbia and the third
by the honorable, the secretary of state
for the colonies. It is asked that the
reply of the dominion government be
made definite and final within three
months from the present time.

(Sgd.) RICHARD McBRIDE.
Premier.

Ottawa, Oct. 9, 1906.

The Rt. Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier an-
nounced that the resolutions of the in-
‘erprovincial conference would be taken
nto consideration by himself and col-
leagues.

The  joint conference them adjourned
intil tomorrow at 11 a.m.

Conference Chamber, Ottawa.
Thursday, Oct. 11, 1906.

The chairman of the joint conference
took the chair at 11 o’clock when the
nembers were convened. .

The question of the claim of the pro-
vince of British Columbia for special
:onsideration was discussed.

The joint conference adjourned until
tommorrow at 11 a.m.

Conference hamber, Ottawa,
Friday, 12th October, 1976.
The chairman of the joint conference .
ook the chair at 11 o’ciock, when the mem-
)ers were convened.
The Hon. Mr. Gouin submitted a resolu-
fon of the interprovincial conference
t uching the practice of the dcminion gov-
ernment in dedueting claims which “the
dominion may have against any provlnée
from the subsidy due to such province.
At the request of the Right Hon sir Wil-
frid Laurier, this reso'ution was withdrawn
for reconsideration by the interprovincial
conference.

"The Right Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier then

addressed the joint conference to the fol-
lowing effect:
“I have given careful congideration to the
memorial of British Columbia’s. govern-
ment and particularly to the request that
a commission be appointed for the pur-
pose of enquiring info the financial rela-
tions between the dominion and the pro-
vince. I have been unable to reach the
conclusion that the appointment of such a
commission would be the best way of deal-
ing with a question of this kind. I fear
that such a course would not lead to the
harmonious settlement of the grants to
provinces which all should desire to bring
about. However, I regard the matter at
present more as one for the opinion of the
conference than for the judgment of the
dominion govermmnet. You have assembled
for the punpose of considering the sums
which should properly be paid by the
dominion to the provinces in the way of
subsidy and allowance for the maintenance
of government. The British Columbia pro-
posal comes entirely within the chief pur-
pose of this conference. If this confer-
ence, after hearing Mr, McBride’'s argu-
ments in support of his contention, reach
the conclusion that an arbitration should
take place, through a commission for the
purpose of dealing with the claim of Brit-
ish Columbia ,that would present the mat-
ter to the dominion government in a new
light, and ,while I am not prepared to ex-
press any final opinion, I can say at once
that such a recommendation from the con-
ference would have great weight with us
and we should feel bound to give it further
consideration. While 1 give you this ex-
pression of my own views and of the views
of my colleagues who afe here with me, 1
shall, if you will permit me, offer a sug-
gestion. I think there is a disposition on
the part of the conference to recognize
that the conditions in British Columhbia,
owing to the wvastness of the territory,
to its mountainous character ,and the
parseness <f her population, create ex-
:eptional difficulties which should be taken
aqto consideration in the adjustment of the
listribution of the grants in aid of pro-
vinecial government. I am myself disposed
c0- admit that such is the case. I would
strongly advise that Mr. MoBride avail
himself of the good disposition which is
nanifested in the conference, and at once
upproach the guestion of what allowance

n addition to that already contemplated,
should be made to meet British Colum-
dia's dificmiuwes. It I8 a question, which,
ufter all, can better be settled here than
inywhere else. I feel assured that the
sonference will be willing to deal with
he matter in a spirit of fatrness to Brit-
sh Columbia. 1 propose, therefore, that
ve shall leave you to discuss the question
‘rankly with one another, and come to you
wgain when prcbably you wiil have reached
.ome satisfactory agreement.”

After some discussion the joint confer-
'nce adjourned at 12 noon, to meet tomor-
'ow at 11 a.m.

Conference Chamber, Ottawa,
Saturday, Oct. 13th, 1906.

The chairman of the joint conference
.00k the chair at 12:30 p.m., when all the
members were convened with the excep-
tion of the Hon. Messrs. Lemieux and
McBride.

The chairman submitted a resolution of
<he interprovincial conferenee, which is as
lollews:

“‘Extract from the dellberations of a sit-
ing of the conference of the representa-
dives of the several provinces of Canada,
aeld at Ottawa on the 13th day of October,
906:

“It was resolved that in the opinion of
-he -conference it is inadvisable that .the
zlaim, in the way of subsidies, of any
srovince, be referred to arbitration.

(True extract.)

‘‘CHARLES LANCTOT,
‘“‘Secretary of the Conference.”

The chairman submitted a resolution of
‘he interprovincial conference on the sub-
jects of the claims of British folumbia
for special consideration, which is as fol-
OWS:

‘‘Extract from deiberations of a sitting
»f the conference of the' reresentatives of
-he several provinces of Canada, held at
Ottawa on the 13th day. of Oectober, 1506

“It was resoived that in view of the
large area, geographical position and very
axceptional physical features of the pro-
vince of British Columbia, it is the opinion
of this conference that the said province
should receive a reasonable additicnal al-
lowance for the purpose of civil govern-
ment, in excess of the provisions made in
the Quebec resolutions of 19.2, and that
such additional aliowance should be to the
extent of ome hundred thousand dollars
annually for ten years.

(True extract.)

‘CHARLES LANCTOT,
‘““Secretary of the Conferemce.’

The chairman informed the conference
that Mr. McEride declined to assent to the
terms of this resolution and declared he
could take no further part in the proceed-
ings of Ahe ‘interprovirkial wonderence,
after which he withdrew.

At this stage, the Hon., Mr. MecBride
entered the conference chamber and took
his seat at the boaraq.

At 1:10 pan. the joint conference took
recess.

1ne joint conference reconvened at 2:30
p.m., when the chairman took the chair,
all the members being present with the ex-
ceptivn of Hon. Messrs. Lemileux, Me-
Bride and Drysdale.

The Rt. Hon. sir Wilfrid Laurier an-
nounced that the dominion had come to the
conclusion to agree to the resoluticns em-
bodying the views of the interprovincial
conference, submitted by the Hon, Mr.
Gouin on the 10th of October, with the ex-
ception of that portlbn of the first reso-
lution proposing an increased subsidy to-
wards the cost of the administration of
criminal justice ,and a!so of the proposal
that a bill should be introduced into the
parliament of Canada providing for the

payment of the increased subsidies and al-
lowances pending the necessary amend-
menht to the British North America Act,
neither of which he was prepared t. en-
tertain.

The prime minister added that his gov-
ernment desired to impress upon the con-
ference the fact that the resolutions of
the Quebec¢ conference of 1887 seemed to
have been drawn and considered with great

care, and they were of the opinion that
the terms agreed to at that time should
not to be derarted from. These resolutions
provide as follows:

That this conference is of the opinion
that a basis for a final and unalterable
settlement of the amoumts to be yearly
paid by the dominion to the several pro-
vinces for their local purposes and the
support of their governments and legisla-
tures, may be found in the following, that

is to say:

1. Instead of the amounts now paid, the
sums hereafter payable yearly by Canada
to the several provipces for the support of
their governments and legislatures, to be
according to population, ‘as follows:

(a) Where the population is under 150,000,
$100,000. B

(b) Where the population is 150,000,
does not exceed 200,000, $150,000.

(c) Where the population is 200,000,
does not exceed 400,000, §180,000,

fdy Where the population is 400,000,
does. not exceed 800,000, $190,000.

(¢) Where the population is $00,000,
does not exceed 1,500,000, $220,000.

(f) T7here the popu.ation exceeds 1,500,000
$240.000.

2. Instead of an annual grant per head
of population now allowed, the annual pay-
ment ‘hereafter to be at the same rate of
egihty cents per head, but on the popula-
tion of each province, as ascertained from
time to time by theé last decennial census
until such popu'aticn exceeds 2,500,000; and
at the rate of sixty cents per head for so
much c¢f said population as may exceed
2.500.000.

Sir Wilfrid further observed that his
govermumient had ¢ ns'dercd this question up
to this moment in the hope that the pres-
ent interprovincial conference would be
unamimous. *le said that while there was
unanimity with respect to the principle of
increagsed subsidies and also in regard to
that portion of the resolution of the in-
terprovincial conference submitted by Mr.
Gouin on the 10th of Octcber, to which
the government had agreed, there was a
scecial cl< im f.r Friti:h Columbia, touching
whifzh some differemvce as Tegards the
amount existed. Sir Wilfrid added that he
wished to report to his colleagues on that
point before giving a final assent.

The qie ti n of the discritnination against
dominion charters by provincial authori-
ties was adverted to by sir Wilfrid Laurier
who expressed the view tLat there should
be no such diserimination.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier ‘referred to the pre-
vious discussion on the provincial tax on
commerxcial travellers.

The chairman of' the conference announc-
ed that this question had been considered
by the interprevincial éonference and that
the various premiers had come to the con-
clusion to propose to their legislatures to
repeal the tax.

Some discussion was had on the subject
of fisheries, in the course of which sir
Wilfrid Laurier dwelt on the inconvenience
resulting from the divided jurisdiction
which at present existed.

The joint conference adjourmed at 4:45
v.m.

but

but

but

but

i

KILLED BY TREES

Moyie, Dec. 13.—(8pecial)—
A man named William Kelly,
from Creemore, Simecoe county,
Ontario, was killed at noon yes-
terday in the Porto Rico logging
camp, five miles from here. A
falling tree struck another tree on
its way down, and broke the up-
per part of it off, the part brdken
off falling on the unfortunate
mif who was killed instantly.
His body was brought to -Moyie,
and is at the Central hotel. 1t is
not yet known whether an in-
quest will be necessary.

Fernie, Dec. 13.—(Special)—
Alfred Balong, aged 28, a lumber-
man employed by the Elk Lum-
ber Co., met with a fatal acci-
dent while felling trees yesterday
afternoon at camp No. 2. He
was unable to get out of the way
of a falling tree and was pinned
to the ground and crushed in a
terrible manner, dying in a few
minutes. Deceased was unmar-
ried and came here two months
ago from Nova Scotia. An in-
quest will be held today.:
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GILLETTE  CONFESSED

HIT GRACE BROWN ON THE HEAD
WHILE IN THE WATER.

SO PRISONER - ADMITTED TOQ HIS
OWN LAWYER

Herkimer, N. Y., Dec. 14—When
Chester E. Gillette, the convicted mur-
derer of Grace Brown, his sweetheart,
told on the witness stand his pitiably
weak story of how the little factory
zirl had jumped into Big Moose Lake
wnd committed suicide, there were six
men in the court room who knew as well
4s he did that he was lying.

They knew that two days before he
had confessed to former senator Albert
M. Mills, his junior counsel, that he had
struck the girl in the water; that Grace
Brown rose to the surface once after
she went overboard, and that the man
for whom she had sacrificed honor and

of the boat and dealt her a blow Which
stilled her forever. :

It was this confession which was in
district attorney Ward’s mind when he
demanded of Gillette in so many words
to repeat what he had sald in his cell.

“Did you not o.t_mtess night before

Nothing can or
will break up and
drive awaya cold
so promptly, effec-
tivelyandsafely as
Shiloh. You should
never be without
it in the home.

The most stubborn
hacking coughs
yield easily to the
curing power of
Shiloh. No cough
canregist it. Spec-
ially good for chil-
dren. 25¢ ,50c., $1,
with guarantee.

Cures

faith and beauty leaned over the sidef

ARTISTIC

Toilet Ware

OILET WARE in artistic

abundance is pictured in the

pages of our Catalogue. Whether

your taste turns to Silver, Ebony or

Ivory, it will find ample variety from
which to choose.

From our own factory comes the
richly chased Pompadour Pattern in
heavy Sterling Silver. A six-piece
set—consisting of Cloth, Velvet and
Hair Brushes, with Mirror and Comb
—is unprecedented value at $30.

Pieces are sold singly if desired,
so that a set may be added to, year
by year.

Drop us a postal card and we will
send you free of charge our large illus-

trated catalogue of Jewelry, Silverware,
Leather Goods, eic.

last,” was Ward’s question, “that you
struck Grace Brown when she came up
beside the boat?” Gillette whined back
that he had not and in the dramatic
hours that followed sight was lost of
that interrogation.

‘Ward could have proved by sheriff
Richard-and Evans, a turnkey, that Gil-
lette lied, but to have put them on the
witness stand would have been to make
a reversal of the trial by the court of
appeals absolutely certain. Justice
Devendorf would not permit them to
swear to any conversation they had
overheard between Mills and Gillette.

It was on that Monday night that Mills:
after having been sleepless for nearly a
week, decided that Gillette’s position
could not be much worse if he let the
defendant go on the witness stand. The
old attorney had not reached this de-
cision without a struggle with his pro-
fessional consicence.

As the story was told tonight in Her-
kimer, Mills upon entering Gillette's
cell, informed the prisoner that he
would have to take the witness stand in
his own defense. He asked him to go
over again the different events of the
fatal day. Gillette did this, but when he
got to the point where he had insisted
on all previous occasions that the girl
‘had leaped to death he told about strik-
ing her as she rose beside the boat.

“You little wretch,” Mills is said to
have shouted, “why didn’t you ever tell
me this before?”

Gillette was silent.

When the trial was resumed the fol-
lowing morning it was observed and re-
marked by many that there was an ap-
parent coolness Heétween Gillette and his:
lawyers, ‘Mills and Charles D. Thomas.
They did not sit near him, and during:
the days which came after-they hardly-
spoke to him. Few suspected what lay
behind this undoubted aversion of the
two attorneys for the man whose life
they were fighting to save from the elec-
tric chair,

READY ENGLISH CHARITY

BRITAIN WILL RAISE $5,000,000
STARVING RUSSIANS

FOR

GREAT MASS MEETING HELD IN
EXETER HALL
London, Dec. 14—At a great meeting of
philanthropists in the Exeter hall tonight
under the presidency of lord Rothschild,
Istael Zangwill, chief of the Zicnist move-
ment, declared that death threatened no
less than 20,000,000 Russian peasants dur-
ing the coming winter unless something
was quickly done. Very little was being
done, he said, by the Russian givernment
to alleviate the sufferings of the peasants
and it is up to the Jews in all parts of the
world to come to the immeliate assistance
of their downtrodden and starving breth-
ren. It was announced that half a mil-
don pounds had already been subscribed
and lord Rothschild estimate that in the
course of a few weeks $5,(00,(00 would be
forwarded to the committee in Russia for
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ROYAL GROWN

SOAP
WRAPPERS

Drop us & post card asking for s cats -

M. J. HENRY’S

NURSERIES AND SEED HQUSES

Large stock of HOME-GROWN Fruit
and Ornamental Trees now matured for
the fall trade.

No expense, loss or dclay of fumiga-
tion or inspection.

Headquarters for Pacific Coast grown
Garden, Field, and Flower Seeds in sea-
son.

BEE SUPPLIES, Spray Pumps, Whale
Oil Soap, Greenhouse Plants, Cut Flow-
ers, Bulbs for Fall Planting.

We do business on our own grdfinds
—no rent to pay and are prepared to-
meet all competition.

Catalogue free.

M. J. HENRY

Coughs & Colds

2010 Westminster Road, Vancouver, B.. C.

- Port basis.
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ARGUE WIT
R. I. GRE

{oast Lumbermen
to Have Pulp Leas
Cancelled

Minister Promises Cabinet Conside
--Not a Word About Compulser;
Log Catiting

~

(Speclal to The Dafly New

Vancouver, Dec. 21.—Fifty /' mi
rmet the local members of the. prov
:government here this morning wif]
:ference to the timber regujations,
+chie? point discussed was the can
ition of the pulp leases on which no
thas yet been done. The millmen
“that the government act immediatg
tthe matter, placing the limits o
:market at public auction.

Hon. R. F. Green promised their
;ments and request would be present
«an early meeting of the cabinet an
stion would. be taken.

The whole ground of the governm
saction re timber regulations was
oughly discussed, but not a word
=il about the proposed legislatio
mantiing a specified amount of a
cuting £0 make licenses hold good

(®paeial to The Daily News)
Victoria, @ec. 21.—The amendme
“the Blection 4ct introduced by th
‘orney general ¢t the last session g
legislature, providing for the transf
voters from one counstituency to am
in cage of change of residence, is
ing a source of confusion and is

to result in disfranchisement of

- electors.

It appears that some of the regis

- of voters recently applied to the
- mey gentral for an interpretation o
; amendment to the act, and were
-ed that transfers conld be effected !
~within t. days of the date fixed fo
« elections. Thereupon numbers of

. ent constituencies, and the work

itined under the supposition thal
:applicants for changes could safely
1upon the transfers being in the han
ithe registrars in sufficient time to
ttheir names placed on the lists.

Subsequently, however, another
-was issued from the attorney gem
+department to the effect that tram
thad to be made at least sixty da
fore the date of election. If, the
mu election should take place insi
sixty days from the rate of the t
being seade, all such transfers wou
too late end the electors would be
franchised.

Their names having been strui
the Hists where they were formerly
istered, the dalectors would hav

-right to vote there, and they would

; be in time Lo be placed on the nev

: applied for; cossequently, all

+ electors would be umalsle to vote 8

- place and would suffer disfranchise
Every constituency in the pro

- would be affected by this change.

‘VANCOUVER STILL

"LEADS ALI. CANADIAN CITIEd
RATE OF INCREASE

‘BANK CLEARINGS MOUNT UP
GREAT RATE

Montreal, Dec. 21-The following a
“weekly bank clearings as compl.d by §
street’s for the week ending Decemb
showing the percentages of increase
‘decrease as comparad with the corresy
ing week last year:

inc.
Montreal ..
Toronto
Winnipeg
Ottawa ...
Halifax
Vancouver
Quebec ......
Hamjliton
St. John ...... 5
London
Victoria, ..
Calgary ... 1,452,469
Edmonton s1.601 ...

In jts weekly review of trade,
street’s tomorrow will say:

The hest reports as to rast who
and present holiday trade come frof
over theé dominion of Canada. Goo

ceenenn . 20,505,404
. 12,385,167
3,374 829
2,049,070

... 3,663,455
.. 2,217,965
. 2,220.162
2,267,816
1,250,950
1,168,423

+ orders for dry goods are noted at Mo

the eity's trade having grown encrmd
the shipping business for the past 8
being the largest or recoid and ma

turers are busy. Retail’ business i
Province is still quiet but a recerd hy
trade is expected.

Toro _reports a good reorder
though naturally quieter thon a whild
The dry goods trade for the year
largest recorded ond retail trade iy
tario is good or seasonab’e weather.
are very high and grain is above a
Collections satisfactory,
immigration and good crcps have
an excellent business in Meanitoba 8
?nly comiplaints are of slow delive
B00ds from the east and of slow
;nent of grain, due to congested
aoilities. Flour mills are behind d

Fallures for the week numbered



