London, October 30th 1931
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1 Sanke iy

and fo ng tim
n paid the music o

colored rac In the last decade
however I s be rema :
able revival of res 1
ind from the mid of the mos S %
sic programs of song recitals there

appear the titles of Negro melodies.

ably due to the

fact that o

AN tic
upo 1 itl 1 no s s
of hymnology about it. He calle e
liyvmns “Negro Spirituals” ( =
that the Negro certainly hac ; :
ommitt
pplied to them) and it ca
oncs It contained that ;
( up to the American| °
mind, suggestion of \
spiritu itters the nmmn»k ')
plaisan rage Englishman.| """
=
That the Negro Spirituals have a| yp
distinet individual interest is quite
there is just a danger that| aj¢

true but

ten admiration for them

may go

to too great extremes. Thers is
sometimes the suggestion that
contain deeper things than the o1

ary man can

understand. This is|
. 1 - |
The very beauty of the Ne-|

absurd.

gro hymn lies in its utter simplicity,
its childlike
of the Negro
member of a
Zion in a
be poetic and appealing but it is sim-
The

complex figure and to understand him

character. The picture |

slabe as a high-souled

noble singing the

race

songs of strange land may

ply not true. Negrgo is not a

is to find the key to his music. Hls
music and his self are both open
books. The Spirituals, to give them
their best kniwn name, are examples

of imitative art, they are not of the
folk they rely for

effect on

nature of

their chief

and they are naive and spontaneous

and therefore highly interesting.
Let no one disclaim the Spirituals

but let no the other hand

song,

vocal harmony

one on
claims for them. They

make absurd

are human documents of great value
for him who wishes to
Negro characteristics.
the soul of a people who came thro’
still strug-

study &hle
TShey voict
great tribulation and are
gling towards the promised land.
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