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Sbecmus. England, Nov. 26, via Loﬁon, 1030, P m—As the Bd&h“i»-
ﬂahipndvukmslyingoﬁhaethhmning there occurred a terrible ex-
plosion which completely destroyed the ship. Of the crew bf 700 or 800 mes
whoweteuboudatthﬁmh,onlyiourtgen Survived. The casse of the ex-
plosion is not. known for ‘a ccetﬂnty,butﬁisbcﬁwedthtitoc-
| curred it her forward magazine, whethet by accident o design is a'question  to
Hekmﬂmdhy&ummdonwﬁkhﬁnhennppohu&toinmﬁga&m
whole affair,.
"!nthaqpinlono!mvatmmltmannhtqnalaphlbn&dtgstmmd

old’ battleship ‘which ' for twﬂv&mhddmwathomomd
: ﬂyhdm%hvrmmw:mhﬂﬁmzw
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debated : ;
h y had’ counhxf ‘More{

many’ ships ¢
the explosion:

GLASS BLOWN OUT.
OF OTHER VA*RSHIPS.

X

\ At once the haﬁmr Was in commotion:
On board all the ships the officers ‘and
men rushed’ on’ deck some of them half
sturined by ‘the terrible explosion: T am
told indeed: that on some of ‘the els
near there: was not a piece of :
crockery, left. whole, even th lf-inch
plate glass in the port holes
tered and ‘men on decks ‘being hurled
seveéral yards and thrown down, = =

In a few moments boats were being
lowered from the various ‘warships and
rsecue boats soon steamed up from all,
directions. They. came, however; on. an
slmost  fruitless errand. A warship
cleared for aection is so closely stripped
of woodwork that there is‘nothing left
to float and the vast mass of metal that
had beeh a battleship a minute before
had vanishc®, almost as completely as
though' she never had figured on the
naval Here and there were float-
ing. a. few ‘living men  although most of
these -were terribly injured. These with
a number of mutilated dead bodies were
the only signs-of the disaster,

As speedily as possible’the living and |

dead were picked up and taken: to other
warshxps A little later they were re
moved in boats to the Sheerness pier
where motor boat -ambulances . from
Chatham.  were «l'en.dy to take them to
the naval hospital, - The: living are said
to: mnﬂm' only twelve.

Overnight leave had been given a
limited number of men ‘from- the Bul-
wark -and these were returning ‘down’
the Midway aboard a cutter boat to Te-
join the Bulwark when the disaster oc-
curred. Another three minutes and they |’
too would have been "engulféd as the.
liberty ‘boat’ was actually “steaming ‘up
to go alongside the Bulwark when the
explosion s oceurred.

The liberty boat landed the survivors :

" at Sheerness dock’just before noon, Four
motor .ambulances bearing the Red Cross
arrived at the new dockyard in response
to ‘a-summons for assistance., Into these
the survivors here were placed
wnd sent by rvoad to the Royal Naval:
FHospital at Chatham. = At the time’ of
Ahe ‘disaster, most of the men were be-
jow at  breakfast andonly ‘the few on
deck had the slightest chance of life.
WHOLE HOUSES REELED "
UNDER THE COMPACT.

A well known shipbuilder;” who was
in his house near Sheerness pier at the
time, told me that the whole house reel-

ed. under the forge of the explosion andf-

everything seemed” to rattle.

Trl’:: w?mle of Sheerness 'was shaken
4hd the people ran into the streets to in-
quire what was the matter, as the roar
and shock of the explosion was far more
severe  than the occasional gun fire to
wl;zch the people of naval’ ports are acr

No evil significance ‘was attached to
$he explosion ‘at ﬂrst,«accmtomed as the
p[e were: to heavy gun fire.” Not un-.
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London, Nov 264 5.13 P m.—-“'l'he Russians lnve defn.ted the ‘Germans
with the heaviest fosses yet suffeted, ‘The Germans have made no advance since
1 fast addressed this house, and ‘the Biifish are in touch iwith Turkish forces

‘thirty miles: east oi &e Stez Canal,” were the salient points of 2 speech made

by Field Marshal ‘Earl Kitchener in the House of Lords this afternoon, when
fthe British secretary for' war summarized the military operations,

Lord Kitchener paid & u!bute to the gallantry of the Belgian army and
to the king of the Belgiags, who, he dedued, fiad no intention ‘of quitting BeL
gian tersitory, - He said the fosses of “the Alfies ‘were’ great, but ‘at the same
time were slight” aompned with those of ilﬁ ‘enemy, and that the allied troops
were in excellent
have defeated’ the ‘with huvy “1csses.

Regarding recruiting, Earl Kitchener said he ot Had ‘oo Tad rhcn and he
was confident that the men would asswer the country’s call and see that the
war was Brought to a successful mduslop. He sald that about 30,000 recruits
were enlisting weekly, *

“The time will come when we shall require. many more, and I will thed
make it thotoughly well known,” the field marshal said, and added that in the
meantime all the gaps in the British force on'the ¢tontinent had been filfed, '

GALLANT STAND OF CAVALRY DIVISION.

Referring to the German advance on Dunkirk and Calais, after the capture
of ‘Antwerp, Lord “Kitchener |‘mentiofied that in spite of the’ overwhelminy
number ‘of the German forces the British troops vigorously ~ attacked and a
Briﬁsh cavalry division, extending over seven, miles™ of ' trenches, thtew  back
the fierce attacks of a whole German army corps for more than two days, The
arrival of the Indians of' the scete, he u!&,proved to be a great advantage, and
-swhen the fresh rdafouemanh pustied’ forward . the Gemn march “‘on Calais
was. stopped.’

| Lord Kitchener spoke of the splendid ﬁghting qualities
ttoops, and of the “pluck ‘of the galfant Belgian army; whose fine resistance had
been strengthened and encouraged by the co-operation.of the British fleet, which
had effectively shelled the German artillery poaitions.

Sir John French’s successful resistance to the German advance, Lord Kit-
chener 'told ithe fords, was maintained; notwithstanding that the German sup-
ports ‘had ‘been ymhcd up in hrge numbers.

“In the early days of November,” he continued, “no less than'eleven army
corps ‘were attacking the British position. At this critical period the Eighth
" Division was, dupatched from England to; join' the forces in the field, and ‘the
valuable: co-epu‘aion o{ our Allies on ‘our left materially strengthened the Brit-
Ash position, i

“On. N‘ovember 11, ‘s supreme effort was nnue by the Getmans, Thc Prus-
ﬁan Guard was otdettd to force its way tlnosgh our lines at all costs;’ and
10 'catry them by sheer weight in numbees, But this: desperate attemyt fail-
ed;: like its predecessors, . -

“Strong French reinforcements occupxed a con:idsmﬁle portion of the Brit-
ish trenches in front of Ypres, and 'with theic frong.thus appreciably shortened,
the British' troops, which for over foutteen days and nights, had never left the

trenches, of atlowed the enemr fo. maintain a footing in' them were enabled to.

enjoy. a partial well carned rest”

“Several battalions of Territorials, the secretary of war nmounud, bad jmn-
cd the British forces and had made themseives feft.

Referring to the htest phase on the conflict raging m Russian Polmd, Lotd
Kitchener said:

:“Alter a botly conmtcd battle, the reinforced Russtan  troops in
nghborhood have been able to:check and ' to defeat the Germans with, 1 be-
Hieve, heavier losses than m ever sustained before”

T.oed Kitcheoer. also y m:had on the Turkish intsﬂrention, and said
‘that the Russians’ wm wc.cmi dlga in the Caucasus, while an Indian
expeditionaty force had. ted the Tutks at the head of the Pnsiau
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MACKENZEN IS .
GENBRAL__ _ BADLY BEATEN,
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zen's. army. . A ;
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“General Von H

the army of General which was

forts to break through the Russian army
ments have been sent aim. from Thorn, '
but the Russians > their grip
on the railway inside.the

frontier.”

Petrograd, Nov. 26-~The following of -
ficial communication from gneral head-
quarters was issued

“In the battle ofe Lodz, “which con-
tinues to develop, the advantage re-
mains secured to our troops.

“The Germans are making strenuous
efforts to facilitate the retreat of their
| corps . which, having penétrated ‘in"the
I direction  of Brzeziny,. are now retiring
to the region of ' Strykow, under condi-
tions ‘very uufavorable for them.:

“On the . Austrian front our action
continues with success, In the ﬁghung
of November 25 we took as' many as
8,000 prisoners, including two regiments,
w1th their commanders and other cm—
cers,”

SIXTEEN ARMY CORPS
LOSING HEAVILY, ;
Paris, Nov. 26, 401 p..m~~All the

from that city to'the Havas Agency, af-
firm that the Germans suffered a terrible
tatastrophe in attempting an offensive
movement, with five qrmy corps, against
the Russians between: the Vistula ‘and
‘Warta. rivers.

The = Germany turning . “mevement
against the . left wing of the Russians
in the region: of Wistun, to the north: of
Crenstochowa; also is said to have met
with  disaster. Eleven' German = army
corps are reported to have sufféred ‘enor-
mou;ly, one ‘entire djvisin being  ecdp-
$ure

SERVIANS TA%
IN BEATING m

. Paris; Nov. 26, 1,20 p. m*’Victory for
the Servians in their' fighting with the
Austrigns in northwestern Servia is re-
to the Havas Ageney.

“Combats eceurred. on November 23.”
says: the despatchy ¥alang 'the positions
to the east of Rogatchitra, attacks being
made by us on the enemy’s forces. On
our left: wing along the
Lazareatz ‘to Mionitza, we maintained
all our positions.;. Attacks of the enemy
to the s«;‘uthwest o:d e Were re-
pulged. From our point v!ew the day '
ended favorably for us: &

London, Nav. 2%, 885 am~—“The!

nln,‘
burx has ordered force that country to seek peau,” hel

engaged . for some weeks im the Soldau- :
Neidenburg country, to redouble its ef- very long®

newspapers of’ Pctrograd, says a despatch’

ported today in ‘a degpateh from’ Nm;‘

front, from '

. Accuvate Work by
Bntxsh Avrator
Bla"ws Up Tram

Lo‘ndon, Nov. 27 8.11 am~A des-
pafchtotheDaﬂyGhroniclefromacor—
respandent in. Northern France says: '

"Wednaday ‘about noon a tremendous
priotion wisheand ang felt for ‘miles
n.lm: the ‘line."The source of the
explosion npparently was behind  the
German'line: Later it was learned that
& British naval’ ajirman had 'dropped a
bomb. ‘squarely on a German ammuni-
tion train, which blew up.”?

Germans in Fear
‘of Invasion on
~Nmfth~Sea Coast|

iy Lnndon, qu N——An invasion by thel'

; Su, it is snid, are now closely guarddd,

‘and stm'ngly fortified positions are be-
5 V'Mu wof .4
side of the River

End Ne&'er Than
" People Imagine
:Jap Consul’s View

‘Hamilton, Ont., Nov. 26—Hon, Chon-~
osuke Yada, Japanese consul-general ‘of
‘Canada, in an interview here today,.ex-
pressed the opinion that the: war. with
Germany will soon be over, ;

“Internal condxtions in Germany will

said, “and that, in my opmkm, before

l “Germany  is being drained ol -every

westward of Mlawa. More reinforce-! ounce of strength it has whﬂe the re<

‘sources’ of the ‘Allies are inexhaustible.
It seems to me that the end is nearer
thm people imagine.”

The consul spoke tonight at &, mili-
tary dinner under the "auspices of the
Canadian Club 'at which Major-General
Sam Hughes was the chief guest.

Weather Topic
of Berlin News

Berlin, Noy. 26 ,by wireless to Lon-
don, 785 p. m—In the eastern theatre
of ‘war the ‘weather generally is ‘clear
but . frosty, the tem ture ' averaging
ten degree, centigrade,: below. zero. 5 At
Cracow fog n.ltemates with: snow.

In’ Flanders the rain continues, and
the: temperature is nearly freezing.

A low temperature prevails in the Lor-
raine plateau. - In:the Vosges, the crests
of the mountains arc covered with about
six inches of snow.

Police Deal With-
Cases of 120,000:
" Suspicious Ahens

P

London, Nov. 26, 7.80 p. m—-chms,ld
McKenna, secretary of (state’ for home
affairs, stated in the house of commons
this evening that 120,000 cases of  sus-
picious aliens had been investigated by
the police. -Six thousand ° houses biad
‘been ransacked with the result that 342
persons. had ‘been. interned.

With regard to the suggestion that all
‘Germans and Austrians in this ecountry
should be interned, Mr. McKenna said
that not all the English in Anunstria and

Germany had been interned and that if|

(all the alien enemiés in the United King-
dom should be locked up gross injustice
“would be donc. ;

'lthgf

. reported to lun - passed M Wmaw.

TURKISH
SUNK IN BOSPHORUS.

London, Nov, 27, 352 a. mi—The Petrograd correspondent of the Times

sums «p the present situation in Russiaa Poland as follows:

group ‘of the Rassian forces fetters the Austro-German army on the
Czenstochowa-Cracow front, inflicting heavy blows and capturing guns and pris-
(oners. Apparently another gtoup of Russians dre holding at Wielun a German
‘column which is endeavoring ‘to go to the rescue of the Plock group.

“The main Russian force is exclusively engaged against the Plock group
whose front is cut in half. Its right half is surrounded on alf sides and is vain-
1y strugpling as in an iron vise and striving to break through to the left wing
at Lowicz, which in turn is batiling unsuccessfully.”

London, Nov.. 26, 935 p.mw—The Russtan general staff is still ‘withhold:
ing the detaifs of the victory which alls other despatches from Petrograd say
the Russians have won over the German forces which: penetrated Poland.
Tonight's: official . report simply ‘says the battle continues to develop to ‘the
advantage of the Russfans, and that the Germans afe trying to extricate
‘themselves from a position that is vety unfavorable for ‘them, The Germans
on the other band, claim that they have inflicted heavy losses on the Russians
between Lodz and Lowicz.

The military. authorities in Pettogud, assuming that the unofficial re-
ports of a victory are true, express astonishment that the Germans should
have attacked Lodz, for fhey say defeat there was inevitable. The Germans,
‘who ‘advanced from ‘the north and south, these military observers add, doubt-
Iess intended to seize the railway Petween Skietniewice and Piotrkow, and ir
tesupt communication between the northern and southesn Russian - armies,
but the Grand Duke Nicholas, with the enogmous number of men at' his
_command, ‘was able to satidwich them and. d!net his attacks from alf points,
ueept due west, ;
Thgnpoﬂadhilunoiﬁ;eGmnCrmPﬁnce’satmytoudvanuon

tochowa is considered By these military critics as con-

| tributing 10 the checking of Germaas.
¢ I¢'is sald in Peuograa,m one, £ not two, Germnn army ' corps are
almost completely enveloped. and 'that they ase making a desperate effort to
HghE" thelr way out to the momh. Already a large’ siumber of peisoners are
This is- considered: 4n. London

‘ repe%ndthe statement of Lon(Kitchzm in
“Ahe: House of- Ltm!n today Mfﬁw%mhm have defé " the Germans

‘the huviut m 7" mw , {5 alsc

: fom a h!f d:cle around East Prus-

fled aad difficult Mazarian Lake region. They

¥ o be: hsmwispg;hthe’rmksinthe&mm.
ns-mroncm's 'ro THE FRONT, ‘

. Except for artillery fighting, the Battle. in. ithe west remains  virtually at '
‘8 md-ﬂﬂ. -although in' isolated attacks both sides claim to have miade some
pm‘gm:, Thete is fo indication where the next German blow is to be struck
Cin M attempt - to reach the French coast.-

TLotd Kitchener, in the House of Lords today, declared that all the gaps
in ‘the British army which for a lfong time had fought against great odds, now
ht:: fboen filled, and tlut both British 'and Frénch reinforcements had reached

ront, '

‘While Lord Kitchener expruud confidence in the result of the war, and
asserted that 30,000 recruits’ were joining the British army each week, he warned
the public: that stilf’ more men would be required.

“The Secretary.of War added that an Indian force was in touch with the
Tuzks thirty miles to the east of the Suez-Canal, while Indian = and . Beitish
troops were busy on the shores of the Persian' Gulf nnd throughout Africa,
He said the Indian government had announced its intention to' continue to
support the Indian contingents fighting in France and elsewhere. i

In ‘dramatic interest the destruction by, an explosion of the British: bat-
tleship Bulwark, at anchor off Sheefness, with a loss of between 700 and 800
lives, holds the chief place in' the ‘war news. Suddenly, without a moment’s
waraing, the big ses fighter- was blown to atoms, and only fourteen members
of Her crew escaped death, Naval men ‘are of the opinion that it was ' the
detonation of (the battleship’s own magazine that caused the disaster; but a
commission: has- been appointed to inveltig;te and ascertain the cause of the
explosion. :

The principal South Ametican tepublics have requested the United States
to join them in negotiations with the warring factions in Europe in an en-
" deavor to have them withdraw their warships from Americans waters,. in oz-
der to safeguard the trade of the Pan-American-countries with each other,

MINE LAYER ROBERT LORAINE,

 ACTOR, 'WOUNDED,

Generally “Chilly” ez

Paris, Nov. 27, 12.16> a. m.—A de-
spatch to the Havas Agency from Ath~
ens sdys advxces received in the Greek
capltai from Mitylene, state that a Turk-
ish mine layer has been torpedoed and
sunk in the. Bosphorus.

RUVIAN: CRUISER
PATROLLING COAST.

Lima, Pern, Nov. 26—The Peruvian
cruiser - Coronel  Bolognesi has been’ as-
signed to patrol the coast of Peru in
order that the nentrality of the country
be. preserved.

Another cruiser will sail tomorrow,
to . do’ scout ‘ duty along the southern
coast. Both cruisers are unger orders
to protect: British steamers, by force if
necessary. = As a result of this action
by the government, steamships will re-
new their voyages immediately.

THE NEUTRALITY OF
SWITZERLAND RESPECTED.

London, Nov. 26—Winston Spencer
Churchill, first lord of the admiralty, re-
plied in the house of commons today, in
response to a query from: Frederick 11
Booth, to the allegation that the French
and British aviators who recently ‘made
o raid upon the Zeppelin ‘airship factory
at Friedrichshafen had crossed Swiss
territory din their flight.

“Aviators: who are flying at high alti-
tudes,” he said, “find it almost impossi-
bie to defermine the course which they

are taking. = Howeyer, the British' air-
men who made the recent attack upon

. London. Nov. 26, 915 p, m.-—Robert
Loraine, the well-known English actor
and, aviator, who is a second lieutenant
in-the British flying corps,iis among the
wounded, reported from army Thead-
| quarters under date of 'November 23.
‘M. Loraine, who was one of the earlicst
sand . most enthusiastic of the English
aviators, narrowly escaped dzath in a
flight across the Irish Sea three years
ago.

Lt Hon. E.. A. Fitzroy, of the First.

4 Life Guards, alsa is among the wound-

ed. "He is a member of parliament.

OPTIMISTIC NEWS
FROM SERVIAN SOURCE,

London, Nosv. 27-—(2.89 a. m.)~Vele~
graphifig from Saloniki, European Turk-
¢y, the Moming - Post’s. cerrespondent
says:

“The mews from Servia is optimistie.
The Austrians are not following up their
Successes at Valjevo. This fact is. due
mainly ’ to. the appalling weather condi~’
tions. There has been a heavy snowfall
between Nish and Uskub. At Kuman-=
ovo the snow is six feet deep.

LThe wiptry weather will aid the Ser-
vians, who already hold positions of
great natural strength. The morale of
the army is excellent. - The public is de-
tel:imined to carry the war to the bitter
end,

“*Porty  thousand new troops, count-
ing young men from eighteen to nineteen
years of age, have joined the army be-

I

the Zeppelin factory had ‘explicit ine fore Kraguyevatz.”

structions to avoid crossing neutral ler
ritory. - They ' carried 'maps mdicutmg
the course which they were to follow.”
Mr,. Churchill “added that no. agree-
ment had been reached at the Paris con-
ference regarding the passage. of bellig-
erent aircraft over neutral countries.

Ontatio Man Kifled at the Front.

St. Thomas, Ont, Nov. 26—-Word
reached the vxllngc of Dutton today that
Sidney: Watkins, of that place, who left
for the front as a British reservist, has
been killed in action in France.




