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When San Francisco was gmitten by the
earthquake and the fire and the civilized
world was shocked by the extremities to
which the people of - the _Golden Gate
were reduced, Japan, which was then re-
covering slowly from the ruinous expendi-
ture of blood and treasurc in the war
with Russia, was the first of the nations
to send relief. The offer was spontaneous
people of San

and generous, and the
That was but

Francisco accepted it gladly.
yesterday; and {oday the financiers and

the statesmen of France are actually mak-

ing inquiries as to Japan's ability to,

. finance a war against the United States,
and asking what would be the attitude of ‘

" ghe several first class powers in case thej
Yankees of the East and the Yankees of

the West were to go'to fighting.  The

immediate cause for this as yet dim war

cloud is the action of San Francieco in

excluding Japanese children from its‘

gchools. A war is;unlikcl);—a_xh present— |

yet therc are awkward features in the

present situation, and there is mo little

evidence that a clash betwnren Japan and

the United States is very likely to come

within ten or twenty years, if not soomer.

There is an inclination in many capitals

gt the moment to ook over the relative

situations of the two peoples. At the first

glance the Philippines are scen to be an

fnviting “point of attack in case of hoe-

tilities. Japan could occupy those islands,

and Russia's expericnce suggests that the

Tnited States might labor in vain to

dis;;oese:s her. To losec the Philippines

mwould not be to lose much, if that were |

all—but the Americans are a proud and

determined people and they are irrevoc-

tted to the retention of these
islandg, whatever the cost. Control of the
Pacific and trade and race rivalry in
many ways complicate  the situation.
Japan has carved out a vast new market
just beyond her island holdings. She is at
the beginning of a period of commercial
and “industrial expansion which will strike
hard at the trade and prestige of the
TUnited States. In addition to this her
aggressive, -pérsistrmt. and unyiclding sons
dispute with the native Americans for em-
en for control of indus-

1
{
|

ably commi

p1oymcnt in and ev ;
trics in California and contiguous terri-
tory. American labor is fiercely hostile to
the Jamneeé‘ The American politicians
may soon find themselves choosing be-
tween the abrogation of their treaty with
Japan and an American labor revolt over
the proposal to give the incoming Jap-
anese equal rights and privileges with the
mative born.

The sovereign state of California has its
own ideas about the yellow races, just as
Touisiana had its own jdeas about the
Jtalians. But while Ttaly® was not dis-
posed fearlesdly to press home its case
regardless  of awkward comsequences,
Japan is of different metal. The friction
of today, may have no serious results; but
the developments of the future appear
certain  to  aggravate the feeling
whidh underlies the common saying
{hat if the United States has a war with-
in the mext few years its antagonist will
be Germany or Japanm, and more likely

Japan.

SEVENTY-FIVE CENT GAS

No doubt it is just as “impossible” to
sell gas at seventy-five cents a thousand
feet in Toromto as it is Montreal or any-
where else, Still, Toronto is today get-
ting gas ab seventyfive cents—OMontreal

Herald.

So it ds. And presumably the seventy-
five cent gas gives pretty decent light.
The Herald thinks it outrageous that
some of the Montreal aldermen are dis-
cussing a new contract for gas at ninety-
five cents for a few years with periodic
five-cent reductions to folow. No doubt
the Herald is quite right. Here in St.
John no alderman dare mention the price

of gas above a whisper, it being the set-
tled belief at City Hall that St. John
should pay $1.75 $1.85  for|
‘wretdhed gas so long as the com-}
pany can keep up the joke. In|
St. John the aldermen are conservative
and pleasant gentlemen who would mnot
care to have a Jot of conservative
and pleasant owmers of gas stock looking
at them with, disapproval. No one here,
of course, will be interested in a discus-
sion of the saving possible through a re-
duction in the price of light; but all the!
same we shall quote eomething on this
subject from the Herald, so suggestive is
it in our present situation:

“The gas consumption in Toronto ig
given at 1,400,000 thousand {feet. Howi
much it is in Montreal is not definitely|
known, because that dis one of the things
that the Power Company holds to be none
of the public’s business. But it ought to
be as much as in Toronto, mot to eay a!
great deal more, the two populations be-
ing compared. In Toronto, in this year
of grace, they are paying eeventy-five
conts a thousand: in Montreal we are

or

paying $1.20 a thousand. The excess paid
by Montreal is thus forty-five cents a
thousand.

“To be enabled to save forty-five cents|

a thousand on 1,400,000 thousand feet of

| gas would be worth to the people of this

city $630,000 a year. They do it that
much better in Toronto. In Montreal
our best business wafd cannot be induced
to discues such a thing. Anything elee, but
not the live question of the hour.”

Oh, yes, it s true that the gas burned
here in St. John is small in quantity as

compared = with  Toronto. But no
wonder!, Does anyone suppose the
consumption of g;\s is going To
ihecrease .= when. the price is .pro-

hibitive and the light almost useless? The
local company will not voluntarily reduce
the price. It by no means follows that
the price will not come down.

THE TRUTH ABOUT HEARST

Hearst may be a defnagogue and worse.
His methods are those of the political
highbinder and journalistic charlatan—
But the proclamation of these truths
about Hearst does not excuse the exist-
ence, and the flourishing existence, of
the evils and the criminals whom he de-
nounces, “and of ‘the conditions which
have made it possible for a man of his
stamp to aspire, with some hope of suc-
cess, to the highest office in the Republic.
All the men who will vote for Hearst
are mneither orazy nor criminal. Many of
both classes will be in fhis train; hut it
is the others who make his candidature
the serious problem it is.

The Rev. Dr. R. Heber Newton, in a
letter to the New York Times, indicates
with the unsparing hand of the social
surgeon the weakness in the anti-Hearst
campaign of today. He “concedes the
truth of pretty much all that is said of
the objectionable character of the man
and his methods, noting the while that
Hearst has in special cases achieved note-
worthy practical- results for labor as
against the depredations of monopoly,and
that he is not the only one who has un-
dertaken a ‘personally conducted tour to
the White House,’ or the only one, even
as against ‘respectable’ candidacies, who
is using money and ‘business methods’ to
win success in politics. But the point he
wishes to make is that matters are reach-
ing a critical stage and safe and sane peo-
ple have been doing nothing for adequate
correction:

“The gravity of the social situation—
the rcality and seriousness of the ‘men-
ace of privilege’—cannot be questioned.
It is alike moral and philanthropic—if
one may put asunder those whom God
hath joined together.' It is on the one
hand the corruption which is eating out
the ﬁbe‘r of our business world, as dis-
closed in the awful revelations of the
past year; and, on the other hand, the
d.eep distress, the sickening misery which
lies l:telow our fair upper crust of society,
t?lg _lnovitable deposit of a competitive
civilization. What Mark - Hanna is re-
ported to have said of Mr. Rockefeller is
true of our people as a whole—‘money-
m-e_»d.’ We are now reaping the fruits of
this money-madness in the indignant re-
volt which is growing so fast and so
strong against things as they are.”” This,
says Dr. Newton, “is the mounting wave
on the crest of which Hearst has thrown
himself, skilfully; whose deep ground
swell is now bearing him on so portent-
ously.”

The failure of the “safe and sane” ele-
ment to remedy the growing evils of the
day has made Hearst possible:

“When things have been permitted to
reach such a pass, almost any demagogic
leadership becomes possible from simple
lack of any better leadership which has
been duly killed off by overconservative
respectability.  Arguments about Mr.
Hearst’s character are largely lost on a
public feeling such as is now roused.
When a man is angry, and wants to hit
out hard, he does not stop to ask whther
the club he finds at hand is made of teak
wood, inlaid with ivory, or only a gnarled
and knotted bit of common hickory. When
a man is angry and wants to make him-
self heard he will be apt to use any
trumpet the can lay his hands on, whether
made of gold or of the brassiest brass.
Had our safe and sane citizens been
awake to the seriousness of the sitnation
they would not have left their misguided
fellow-citizens to such a Hobson’s choice
as they now have.”

He regards the choice in New York
state as of a Hobson character because,
“while Mr.Hughes is a fine representative
of the moral protest against our saturnalia
of graft, he appears in no wise to repre-
sent the philanthropic protest against
the social wrongs of our predatory wealth;
he seems blind to the deep damnation of
our triumphant democracy. And at least
the party leaders back of him, who ae-
cepted him reluctantly to save themselves
from defeat, are not at all alive to the
economic issue and are so tied up with
the predatory interests that they would
not accept or present the issue if they
were alive to it.”

The Hearst peril has its uses. It may
arouse the plain and honest majority of
the people to a mew sense of duty and
responsibility. Hearst will not run away
with the United States, and wreck it;
and in the end it may be the better for
his dash at the presidency.

BRITAIN AND GERMANY

While no official admission confirms the
report concerning an alliance embracing
Great Britain, Irance and Italy, the rea-
sons favoring such an alliance are many,
and the belief that it is already agreed
upon has much to warrant it. We are
not yet at the end of the momentous
train of events following the British de-
cision to make an ally of Japan. That de-
cision. it must now be clear, hastened the
war which humbled Russia and revealed
that nation as masquerading behind a
formidable reputation. The defeat of
Russia and the revelations attending it
relieved Germany of a menace from the
East, and grcvut,]y lessened the British
anxiety about India. France had been
the banker of an ally which was supposed
to be almost the greatest military power
in Burope. The war made France realize
that _her loans were in peril, and that
for ye;utnmmmxﬂdﬂnm

i o

great ‘military support to a friend what-
ever the friend’s need. And as Russia
went down in the scale Germany and
Japan rose—the latter's victory giving
new importance to the Anglo-Japanese
treaty, while Germany, no longer hav-
ing Russia to think about, was free 1o
undertake an aggressive campaign of ex-
pansion, having for its ultimate goal a
vast German federation em.bracing Aus-
tria on the one hand and Holland and
Belgium on the other. France, ﬂm‘ng‘h
rich and thrifty, has a stationary popu-
lation and carries with increasing diffi-
culty the burden of tremendous military
expenditures in point mot only of money,
but of national energy. In these circum-
stances it was natural that France should
receive with favor any proposals which
the British might make looking to a com-
mon guarantee against German aggres-
sion in any direction threatening to the
peace of Europe and of the world.
Germany is at once the puzzle and the
menace of Europe. The really wonderful
growth and organized power of the coun-
try continually increases the anxiety with
which Kurope anticipates the death of
Francis Joseph. When he dies, then, and
suddenly, the Germans may act, and
there would be no effective bar to any
(GGerman policy unless it were a protest
headed by Britain and backed by France.
The cabled reports about the new move-
ment to compel Germany to act reason-
ably gives us new interest in the progress
of this most formidable military and in-
dustrial power. TFigures just furnished
from a British source show strikingly how
Germany has gained upon Britain both in

\While the population of the United King-
dom increased from 37,400,000 to 43.200,-
000 between 1890 and 1905, that of Ger-
many advanced from 49,400,000 to 60,600,-
000. But the evidence of industrial and
commercial =~ development ie
striking. Between 1890 and 1904, 8,000
miles of new railroad was built in Ger-
many against 2,400 miles in Great Britain;
and, while the gross receipts of railroads
in the, latter increased from $384 453.500
to $545,048,000 in that period, in Germany
the increase was from $306,589,500 to
$549,945,000. The volume of transporta-
tion has a direct relation to production
and trade, and it is a fact not mentioned
in this comparicon that there has been
much improvement in waterway commu-
nication in Germany and very little in
England.

The coal mined ‘in Great Britain in-
creased from 154,000,000 tons in 1890 to
239,000,000 in 1905, but in Germany the
was from 89,000,000 to 173,000,000
tons, or nearly double, while a much
Jarger proportion of the output ‘is con-
sunred in <j6mestic industries. In iron
and steel production Germany outstripped
the United Kingdom during the period
of fiftcen years, with 4,658,000 tons as its
output of iron in 1890 and 10,875,000 in
1905, while the gain of the latter was
| from 8,031,000 tons to 9,746,000. It was
in that period that Great Britain fell
from first to third place in iron produc-
tion and stecl manufacturing, and the
United States advanced to a long lead.
Other statistics are given, such as the in-
crease in savings banks deposits, payment
of income tax and issues of new capital;
and many more might be added.

Technical education has given Germany
material advantage. And, as is said with
force by one of the reviewers, ‘‘there has
probably been no more potent factor than
the difference in labor conditions. Labor
is cheaper in Germany and more amen-
able to discipline; but, if wages are as
a rule lower and hours longer, ~particu-
Jarly in skilled trades, it by no means ap-
pears that the well-being of the industrial
classes is bchind that of Great Britain,
and the evidence is that it is more gen-
erally diffused. Labor unions in England
and Wales have established classes among
workmen, and by their restrictions have
created a permanent grade of the unem-
ployed which is presenting a perplexing
problem to the government. By limiting
apprenticeships, restricting production per

increase

bours in favored occupations, they have
done much to retard the progress of the
country. Germany has been free from
this trammel.”

Germany is a glant, and a growing and
restless one. The tremendous military es-
tablishment she maintains is not popular
with the Socialists and others. Some day
{he eeeming need for more territory and
more markets might give the Kaiser an
excuse for justifying the existence of the
greatest army in the world.

THE ALDERMEN

To quote from our news report of Sat-
urday’s Council the
aldermen decided to exprepriate the 20-
| foot strip on the West Side—
|
| “AM. Baxter said he was still of the
iopinion the best course would have been
to have accepted the offer of the lessees.
| But public opinion, as expressed through
the medium of the press, seemed to be
against it. He thought that the costs
follawing expropriation would be greater,
but they might as well give the public
what they wanted.

“Ald. McGoldrick—It takes the respon-
sibilty from us.”

meeting, at which

There is a mislecading tendency about
tHese statements which may not have been
apparent to the speakers. It is better to
Lave no misunderstanding: The aldermen,
and not the public, had to do originally
with this matter of the property owned
by the city, a par{ of which is now to be
taken by expropriation. The aldermen
knew when the leases would expire, and
they knew when and for what - purposcs
centain portions of the Jland would be
needed. The aldermen, when they got
along to it, which was late in the day, an-
nounced a proposal to give the lessees a
certain sum out of hand for possession of
the 30-foot strip, and a renewal for seven
years of the leases of the remainder of the
property. That was the first false step.
And the aldermen, not the public, were
responsible for it. The public, it is true,
may now have to pay more than $4,250
in all in order to exmmopriate the strip

|the sum may properly be charged up

population and in industrial achievement.’

still more |

man, and forcing higher wages and shorter |

and subsequently regain possession of the
rest of the property. If so a portion of

against the aldermen. Also it is well to|
remember that had the aldermen been al-|
lowed to pay $4,250 for the stiip and to
renew the leases, the city in all probability
would have had to pay similar sums from
time to time, because of this precedent,
when it became necessary to take posses-
sion of other parts of the property. Im-
mediate expropriation is held to be neces-
sary in order that important work, too
long delayed, may be proceeded with at!
once. For the delay up to date, for the
expropriation, and for whatever results may
fcllow the aldermen have made themselves
responsible by an almost unanimous vote.

MORE SIGNS AND PORTENTS i
Mr. E. W. Thomson, the eminent Otta-

wa publicist, has been reading the poli-‘

tical heavens again, and, as usual, several |
disturbing portents have come within the!
sweep of his telescope. There is an old |

story about an astronomer who was flab-|

bergasted on one occasion by the discovery |
that a. comet of most horrible attributes|

and astounding proportions was rushing! &

upon the earth, was due in about a second, | §
z .

and was so aimed that he and the poim:i
of impact would be to all intents and

purposes identical, so long as .iden'tit_vi

might last. When they pulled the astro-
nomer out of the cellar and restored him

to consciousness théy had to hold him\|
down until they could make it clear tol ¥

him that his fearsome comet was mercly‘:

e diminutive domestic insect which had ! §

found refuge within the telescopd and

had moved impressively athwart his fisld §

of vision. Mr. Thomson is in some such|
situation, except that his panic is feigned. |

Mr. Thomson, to come at the facts, hﬂsi
been writing to the Boston Transcript
about Mr. Robitaille’s vietory over Mr.
Amyot in Quebec county, but chiefly about |
Mr. Bourassa’s vietory over Sir Wilfrid!
Laurier. This Mr. Thomson affects to be- !
lieve complete and of far-reaching conse-|
quences. Remembering that Mr. Thom-
son has his eager eye glued to the tele-
scope and that he is primed to see things,
let us hear his report, in part:

“It is a pity (he writes) the movement
of the French is from a calm, tried, cau-
tious statesman, one who regards with
sympathy and understanding even the ele- |
ments that.oppose him, to a fiery young
champion of his creed and wace. This
is ominous of future race and creed
trouble. . . . A Tory success at the
next general elections is' mot probable,
though possible, since the Tory strength |
in parliament seems now sure to'be great-
ly augmented. Administration by hench-
men of the Orange Association would 20t
be favorable to continued. agreement be-
tween English Canada end a Bourassawed
Quebec. Did the two races once quarrel
irretrievably, the Dominion would van-
ish like the unsubstantial fabric of a vis-
ion, leaving not a wrack of British terri-
tory on the continental mainland.”

Thus does the magician Thomson rive
this Canada asunder in the presence of a
hypnotized audience and ghy the rem-
nants at the American flag, adding several
stars thereto by a mere twist of the wrist.
We have come a long road to be snuffed
out thus summarily. A little analysis,
however, ghows us that though Mr.
Thomson is seeing stars it does not follow
that they exist. “Did the two races once
quarrel irretrievably,” quoth he. In that
phrase his whole argument is seen to be
the “unsubstantial fabric of a vision,” and
no more. Mr. Bourassa has no such sig-
nificance as that with which Mr, Thom-
son sceks to invest him. This is 1906 and
Henri is not Grandfather Papineau. 1f
he were twice Papineau this stout coun-
try would still digest him and set about the
day’s work without a visible grimace. The
neighbors should fetch Astronomer Thom-
son from the cellar. The sky is innocent)
of fiery portents save those discovered for|
American consumption at the regular
space Trate.

HEARST OR HUGHES ?

The betiting answers, ‘Hitghes;” but
the favorites do mot always win, and if
they did there would be no betting. More-
over, in this case it is difficult to interpret
the odds quoted, which are from two and
a half to three to one on Hughes. This, '
in sporting language, has been described
as “a false price’—cdds not justified by|
the visible facts. Hearst or Hughes? The
tendency is to answer: “Hughes, unless
the first state of “the Union has gone
crazy;” and many make such answer. 1t |
is far from conclusive, however, for the!
elements behind Hughes are not all good.‘
just as the elements behind Hearst are
not all bad.. As between the men per-|
sonally there can be no question but that
Hughes is infinitely preferable. It does
not follow that the election of H,ughes‘
would be infinitely better for the state of
New York and the nation than the elee-
tion of Hearst. Political and social con-|
ditions in the United States will be the
better for developments will |
cause the honest men of both parties to]
insist upon better things. To elect Hughes
may mean to stop a needed revolution
half way, and to make necessary an even
more violent political upheaval later on.

A discriminating Canadian writer says

which

of Hearst:

“The time is peculiarly opportune for
Mr. Hearst’s candidature. The anti-cor-
poration feeling is very strong all over
the continent, and for years Hearst has
exploited this fecling with deadly per-
sistence and remarkable courage. ‘He ap-
peals to all there is of envy, hatred and
prejudice in the poorer ang more ignor:|
ant elements of the people. More thap
one of the trusts he had beaten to ite
knees, and it would be wholly unjust to
deny that he has ween greatry influential
in fagh.oning wvecent legislation both at|
Albany and at Washington. Even Presi-
dent Roosevelt, reluctant though he might
be to admit the fact, has been influenced
by the campaign of the Hearst papens,
and by his own messages and measures
has strengthened the Hearst movement.”

This is both true and just. Scarcely a
public address or stalc menes haa froen
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prepared by Theodore Roosevelt for two
or three years past which has not made
proclamation of the evils which Hearst
daily assails. OMr. Roosevelt and Mr.
Hughes prescribe one set of remedies;
Hearst prescribes another. The question
now is as to the discrimination which will
be exercised by the voters, and the ex-
tent to which men have been swept into
the Hearst camp by his steady and clam-
orous denunciation of evils which they
know the Republican leaders of the state
of New York have done little ‘or nothing
to check, and for which in many instances
they are directly or indirectly responsible.

In no recent American campaign has
there been anything like the exaggeration
which has marked both sides of the
Hughes-Hearst contest. Both sideg claim
the state by immense pluralitics. The
truth is likely to be found between these
extremes. As it looks today the issue is
extremely doubtful, If Hearst should ac-
tually win, or if he should be beaten by
a margin narrow enough to excuse the cry
of fraud which he traised after his race
for the mayoralty, he will make a formid-
able bid for the Democratic national
nomination two years hence. The Spring-
field Republican tersely explains the
Hearst plan for getting nominated:

“The Hearst independence league, thus
planted here, has been carried into many
states, and it is to be yet more widely
extended. Much has therefore come to
depend, in the future of the democracy,
upon how the Hearst candidacy may fare
at the polls in New York state. If his
plans should not be overwhelmed by de-
cisive defeat in his push for the governor-
ghip, Mr. Hearst will engineer his poli-
tical sdheme upon a national scale so as
to receive from the independence league
of the United States early in 1908, a presi-
dential nomination. Wim that magnified
and held aloft, he would go to the Demo-
cratic national convention, as he went to
the New York state convention, an de-

mand the regular nomination of the
party.”
And get it. For the conditions which

make Hearst possible today cannot be
cured in two years or ten, and in the end
they will raise a demagogue to the saddle.
The vote next week will give the country
come measure of Hearst’'s power for mis-
chief, but what is more important, it will
give some definite idea of the number of
men who have made up their minds that
there must be a radical change, without
particular regard to the method by which
it is brought about. -

NOTE AND COMMENT

Ontario has collected a million dollars in
succession duties this year, one estate—the
Gooderham—contributing more than half
of the great total.

- » *

The (rightful railroad wreck at Atlantic
QOity exceeds in horror any reponted during
what has been perhaps the worst year in
the history of American railroading.

Toronto’s building permits for this year
ghow structures worth $11,000,000 as com-
pared with a total of $10,337,000 for the
twelve months last year. From Oct. 9 to
Oct. 20 permits were given for the erec-
tion of 163 dwellings.

* * *

The will of the late Jairus Hart, of Hali-
fax, is a document of more than usual in-
terest. Most of an estate of half a mil-
lion is distributed among good causes. The

Methodist Church will receive $100,000,

and Mt. Allison_an_equal sum. The Halisk
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fax library gets $10,000, for books. An old
servant receives a cancelled mortgage and
$6,000; and there are similar benefactions.
Here was a man who knew how to make
money and how to make the money do
good after he had moved along.

* B *

Mr. George W. Fowler is to resume his
dialogue with Mr. Shepley before the in-
surance commission on Guy Fawkes’ Day.
Presumably the managers of the show will
keep all the explosive material some dis-
tance from Parliament Hill.

® e

The pacific attitude of the House of
Lords some days ago was misleading. The
pith of the Education Bill adopted by the
Commons has a majority of some 200
against it in the upper chamber. And

now ?
« & =

Mr. Bourassa is being widely heralded
in the Conservative press as the Hercules
who is going to pull down the pillars of
the Liberal temple in Quebec. But a gen-
eral election is needed before the political
yand-stick can be applied o Mr. Bourassa
with anything approaching accuracy.

. ®

Mr. John F. Grant, whose death at St.
Stephen at the age of seventy-seven is
reported, had been fifty-three yecars in
the employ of a bank, and during thirty
years of that time had taken mo holiday.
At a time when therc are many reports
about defalcations and wild-cat financial
transactions it is well to tefer to faitth-
ful service such as that Mr. Grant ren-
dered. There is much good in the world.
The evil makes the most noise.

* * -

The New York Herald has been pub-
lishing the result of its inquiries among
the voters. As the Herald is most hos-
tile to Hearst and would not be disposed
to represent public gentiment as more
favorable to him than it its
latest set of figures is somewhat signifi-

really is,

cant:

Total vote polled yesterday.:........ 3,718
For Hughes .. . «iiee se o is oo 1810
Fov Hearst . L. 0. o Lo e du il o Ly
Doubtinl . ..... e 19
Labor vote for Hearst .. .. <. oo .. 1,195

Labor vote for Hughes .. .. .o «o et
Average vote for Hughes .. .. .... 1,094
Average vote for Hearst .. .. ....
Total Herald poll to date .. ..
Grand total for Hughes .. .. .o s 2
Grand total for Hearst .. .. .. .o 1
Doubtiul 0o Lo Sl vidiEoee

The Dbetting quoted still strongly favors
Hughes.

* * *

Police Commissioner O'Meara (a Prince
Edwand Islander), of Boston, has instruct-
ed his department to give the people one
week’s time in which to realize the fact
that they are forbidden by law to spit
upon the sidewalk, and then to enforce
the law which was passed by the last
legislature. In the
and decency it is provided that “no per-
son shall expectorate or spit on any pub-
lic sidewalk, or, except in receptacles pro-
vided for the purpose, upon the floor in
any city or town hall, in any court house

interests of health

or court room, in any public library or
museum, in any church or theatre, in. any
lecture or music hall, in any ferry or
steamboat, in any railroad cars, except in
a smoking car, in any railway car, in any
railroad or railway station or waiting-
room, or on any sidewalk or platform
connected therewith.” For violating this

law the penalty is a fine of not more than
L

In a letter to The Globe enclosing a
copy of his letter to Mr. Pearson, of the
gas company, Mr. Cockburn writes:

“I am glad to learn from the general

manager that this year, ending Septem-
b_er 30th, 1906, has been. the best in the
history of that company.
. “I may add that a further reduction of
five cents per 1,000 cubic feet of gas was
made this day, to take immediate effect,
thus reducing the mnet price of gas to
seveqty-ﬁve cents, being as low'a price,
I beheye, as that charged by any gas coms
pany in America.”—Toronto Globe.

Fancy what a shock any such announce«
ment would create in St. John.

*® * =

No matter how much her naval rivals
strive to imitate her, England can always
get ‘aﬂxead of them by her ability to buld,
equip, and send to sea a great battleship
fully a year before a vessel started in any
oyhor country at the same time.—New
York Evening Post.

A very handy ability, too, = The new
British ships are to be seven knots faster
than the American; ‘German or French
vessels of the best class afloat.
ally,” says the Post, “‘there is consterna-

“Natur-

tion among the big-navy maniacs of othen
countries. Our Nayy Department, which
has been for a year planning to outdo the
Dreadnought, and will not get the momey
for its monster months yet, finds
iteelf compelled to readapt its plans in
accordance with the designs of the new
English battleships, which will be vrea‘dy
for service about the time that the keel
of our 20,000-ton vessel is laid.”

® *

for

“The problem which faces Mr. Roose-
velt’s administration,” says the Montreal
Witness, referring to Californian discrim-
ination against the Japanese, “looks lika
a traublesome one indeed. Nor is it his
only. The British Empire does not escape
this peril of federation because her fed-
eral system is wrapped up in the law.
British Columbia is just as recalcitrant
as California and her acts are calculated
not only to rive_Great Britain's alliances,
but

cies.

to alienate her great dependen-
From this point of view the differ-
ence which has arisen between the Unite
ed States and Japan is of very great in-
British  Columbia

cannot well refuse admission to the Hine

terest to ounselves.”

dus, who are British subjects, and it ig
suggested, also, that they may with rea-
son demand the right to vote.

William ¥. Hunter, of = Naugatuck
(Conn.), sent word to his customers the
other day that he could not furnish milk
| becauge his cows were drunk and disorder-
{ ly. Hunter's forty cowe leaped the pasturs
! fence into an apple orchard, and began
Ifoa.stin‘g on the windfall apples. Soon they
were bellowing and staggering around the
ordhard in a very disgraceful manner,

An adm le food, with all
its mnat qualities intact.
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