ing in the Alx IR

(Continued from last Saturday) put the question of equipment aside—]tangle of wet trenches and the nar
THE NIGHT ATTACK ON BADAJOS|a more perfect fighting instrument Rivillas,
“Hand to hand, and foot to foot: existed. The men were veterans, but : ree at battles, | r :
Nothing there, save death, was mute: | the officers on the whole were younsfMac ’ breach. Every man| this.in the world before?”

he| ¥
For quarter or for victory, and fire in the leading. Hill and|would cut him down. "The column > 3
Mingle there with the volleying thun-|Graham covered the siege, Pictou and|reached the trench, however, at the Nﬁtn}fht of A:‘r';l 11, 1809, Lo mnﬁ; e m‘
‘Cochrane steered floating min ; 4
Whioe ™ akes the distant cities wonder|assaults. The trenches were held by |stantly overwhelmed with the fire of|the breaches, againstitho gigantlc ‘ e Bhggrins B0 e
How the sounding battles goes, the third, fourth, and fifth divisions,|the hesieged. MacCarthy says we can|The British could 1 : L+ rching to
If they must mourn, or must rejoice|the latter it has been sald that theithat all the stars, planets, and mete ] I Cochrane held
In that annihilating voice, Macedonian phalanx of Alexander the|ors of the fir t, with 1 A agall e
lol i 4

and through the famous Spanish infantry of Alva,| their course, were descending on the o 1, % d 'algar.
With an echo dread and new. or the iron soldiers who followed heads of the besiegers.” MacCarthy Cochrane himselt ment to take possession of{coasts m 'Mg“::?je :&mmw Early in 18
From the point of encountering blades|warlike quality. Wellington's trooDs,| man, addressed his gentral with the fer, caught the B

to the hilt, too, had a personal grudge agalnst|exultant remark, “Tis a glorious night, | ped out unobserv:

gilt; avenge, Perhaps no siege in history.|forward to the head of the stormers, won great battles in China walking-
But the rampart is won, and the spoll|as a matter of fact, ever witnessed |ghouted, “Up with the ladders!” The

ed himself, as with characters of fire,
And all but the after carnage done.” |fence. The siege lasted exactlyigwarmed up, an officer leading, but upon the popular imagination.
—Bryon. | twenty days, and cost the besiesers|inhe first flles were at once crushed by

o . . ras Wi hroughout inj h s et
whole history of war a more thrilling|per day. It was waged throughout Ifinto the angle of the abutments.| Al this while, curiously orous of a
and heroic t-l\aptor than that which|stormy weather, with the rivers stead-| «preadful their fall,” records Mac-|Pictou was .e'.lll:“y in Badajos, and{he had commanded fleets he would ed the British Ad

3 % . ring; yve jer of the at-|« \
paigns of the Peninsular war. This|ly blowing; yet the thund and appaling their appearance at day.|attempt to clear the breach. On the|and perhaps even have outshone the 4 3
was, perhaps, the least selfish war of|tack never paused for an instant. light” One ladder remained, and, a|extreme west of the town, however,|Nile and Trafalgar. And to warlike less meat—but be sure your “bread ’ contains all i‘-'..?i?‘fu"?“’

stroy

than the force under his orders ever the
Stroke, and thrust, and flash, and ery|so there was steadiness in the ranks|and, drawing his word, swore ~-Tennyson.
der, Barnard, Kempt and Colville led the|foot of the castle walls, and was in-
If with them, or for their foes; and by the famous light division. Offonly picture the scene “supposing the
Which pierces the deep hills through|Great, the Tenth Lezion of Caesar,fable moons emitting smaller ones in
Cortes to Mexico, did not exceed It in|himself, a typical and O Brest, long blooks
gallant Irish- jonal reward torahum
) .
Sabres and swords with blood were|Badajos, and had two defeats tojsir—a glorious might!": and, rushing ade at L'Orient a
stick in hand—was & man who stamp- T
begun, either more furious courage in the de-lfive ladders were raised, the troops{Tam an  Fo
2 dash e Wer
t vk victims fell ,;Wh" To the courage of a knight-errant “ ,, m&h’wﬂa t
It would be difficult to find in the|3000 men, or an average loss of 250 cannon fire, and the ladders slipped|they did not come into Badajos.’ Cochrane added the shrewd and hum- 3 . been evaded,
pp % 1 . fered to the West
tells the story of the six great cam-[1l¥ rising and the tempests perpetual-| carthy of the slawshtered stormers,|held the castle securely, but made no ®ave rivalled the victories of Nelson, Of course youshould “eat more br *—and
which history tells, 1t was not a war| Wellinston's engineers attacked the privare soldler leading, the eager red-|at the bastion of San Vincente, the|senius of the first order Cochrane the body-buﬂding material in the whole wheat possessed, th
, the

of aggrandisement or of conquest; it
was waged to deliver not merely Spain,
but the whole of Furope, from that
military depotism with which the gen-
ius and ambition of Napoleon threat-|teen fee
ened to overwhelm the civilised world,
And on what a scale Great Britain,|an outward.
when aroused, can fight, let the Pen- enough,
insular war tell. At its close the fleets
of Great Britain rode triumphant on
every sea: and In the Peninsula be-|elghth night of th
tween 1808-—14 her land forces fought
and won mineteen pitched battles,
made or sustained ten fierce and
bloody sieges, took four great for-

city at the eastern end nf“me m':\:,
where the Rivallas served it as 3 gllprave fellow leading was s

gantic wet ditch; and the Picurina, &|35 his head nmma:‘d abov?tthae! ;:l?:
fortified hill, ringed by a ditch four-ipet: but the next man to him—again
t deep, & rampart sixteen feet!y private—leaped over the parapet,
high, and a zone of mines, acted as|and was followed quickly by others,
Wellington, curlouslyiand this thin stream of desperate men
believed in night attacks, a}climbed singly, and in the teeth of
sure proof of his faith in the quality|the flashing musketry, up that selitary
of the men he commanded; and on z?‘:‘ ladder, and carried the castle.

e siege, at nine 0-

coated crowd swarmed up it. The

In the meanwhile the fourth and

clock, 500 men of the third ‘(ﬁ."if‘“‘“ light divisions had flung themselves
were suddenly flung on the Pileurind.jyiy, o501 and silent speed on the
The fort broke into a rimz of flames,fy o5ches. The storming party of each
by the light of which the dark fig-]givicion leaped into the ditch. It was

tresses, twice expelled the French from|ures of the stormers were seen. 108D} inaq the fuse was: kindled, and the

Portugal and once from Spain. Great ing with fierce hardihood into

Britain expended in these campaigns ditch 3
more than £100,000,000 sterling on par(ts, or tearing
her own troops, besides sub ing | isades.

the forces of Spain and Portugal. This|and the
“pation of shopkeepers” proved that|scores. b
when kindled to action it could wage of the light division,
war on a scale and in a fashion that

the
and struggling madly up the ram-
furiously at the pal-
But the defences were strong,
assailants fell literally
Napier tells how “the axemen
compassing the came visible—the bl
| ves,” ; » black ramparts,
fort like prowling wolves, discovered| .. wied with dark e sud glitiar

in

ditch, crowded with eager soldiery, be-
came in a moment a sort of flaming
crater, and the storming parties, 500
strong, were In one fierce explosien
dashed to pleces. In the light of that
dreadful flame the whole scene be-

fifth division made an attack as des-
perate as that which was falling at
the breaches. When the stormers act-
ually reached the bastion, the Portu-
o battalions, who formed part of
the attack, dismayed by the tremend-
ous fire which broke out on them,
flung down thelir ladders and fled. The
British, however, snatched the ladders
up, forced the barrier, jumped into
the ditch, and tried to climb the walls.
These were thirty feet high, and the
ladders were too short. A mine was
sprung in the ditoh under the soldiers’
feet; beams of wood, stones, broken
waggons and live shells were poured
upon their heads from above. Show-
ers of grape from the flank swept the
ditch.

The stubborn soldiers, however, dis-
covered a low spot in the rampart,
placed three.ladders against it, and
climbed with reckless valour. The
first man was pushed up by his com

added a certain weird and impish inge-
nuity which his enemies found simply
resistless. Was there ever a crulse
in naval history like that of Cochrane
in his brig misnamed the Speedy, a
mere coasting tub that would neither
steer nor tack, and whose entire broad-
side Cochrane himself could carry in
his pockets! But in this wretched
Nttlt brig, with its four-pounders,
Cochrane captured in one brief year
more than 50 vessels carrying an ag-

ers, kept the whole Spanish coast, oft
which he cruised, in perpetual alarm,
and finished by attacking and captur
ing & Spanish frigate, the Gamo, of 32
heavy guns and 319 men. What we
have called the impish daring-and re-
source of Cochrane is shown in this
strange fight. He ran the little Speedy
close under the guns of the huge Gamo
and the Spanish ship was actually 'un-
able to depress its guns sufficiently

prepared in digestible form. The only *“bread”
that fulfils all these requirements is
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It is made in Canada of Canadian whole wheat
steam-cooked, shredded and baked. It is a natural,
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might have moved the wonder of Alex.|the gate at the rear, and so broke Into| g arms, on the one side; on the other|rades; he in turn, dragged Others up,|to harm its tiny antagonist. When ) :
ander or of Caesar, and from motives,|the fort Tll(‘\“ ""‘[‘:'v”“";‘l'm‘:ffi“;:r Frﬂ}“‘f the red columns of the British, h::ad and the \lllco‘l.l’;]uer&lll)la 'dBrltlnh .:‘ ul“’ Slpngl‘:;de‘du:‘lesd ;fg:gv"g;ngoih;:';e elemental food ‘and is not treated or compounded W?‘ COL\ll‘d have ¢
it may be added, too lofty for either led the attack declares tha e place|ang deep, moving steadily length broke through and swept the|Simply Ve " i 2 2 . . ‘well as he. Why
Caesar or Alexander so much as to|would never hx\hve hm‘in \.xkt:lf\ 'x\:\‘t‘lt s‘(‘ like, a sl{renm orghuman ll}n\':.)ers;g bassuon. The tumult still uonged yll(;d:hllmﬂ.v llm:xﬂglli Sidt‘!nognhzrf(’:n- w“i‘h anyt‘hmg' Its punty, cleanliness and food let us do it?" Le
comprehend. It is worth while to tell|not been for the coolness 0 °8€ | 1ight division stood at the brink of and raged at the eastern breaches,|an s curlous fizht we! tan ged 2 srsed falllen into a sort
afresh the story of some of the more|men” in absolutely walking round th‘(‘ smoking ditch for an instant, ama;}els where the men of the light and fourth | hour. Then, in his turn, Cochrane V.B 8 d un?ha“?n g beln“_ ‘enqo by the melancholy, was
picturesque incidents in that great|fort to its rear discovering the E8e,| 40 the "gight. “Then,” says Napier, |division wene dying sullenly, and the|boarded, leaving nobody but the doctor h]ghegt health and dietetic authorities in Canada and in distributing tr:
strife. R and hewing it down under a tempestlugith g ghout that matched even the|men of the fifth division marched at|on btzard the Speedy. But he played the United States than in trying tc
On -April 6, 1812, Badajos was storm-|©of bnuexls. The ;\;saul‘t l:;s:gg ‘,‘B‘Ohx‘;'”‘{ sound of the explosion,” they leaped |speed across the 1to;v\'u hto take ;Il}e t(‘)]ne bhlrl}d?x‘l‘dsmznc?)zgfitee;l?\}g (t}l:\'fn‘; o and Harvey, his
ed by Wellington; and the story forms and in that period, out o Belfinto it and swarmed up to the breach. | great eastern breach in the rear. e e 8 " an old Trafalgar
one of the most tragical and splendid|Who-attacked, no less than 300, “H,‘ The fourth division came running up|Streets were empty, but the silent|by the head, with their faces elaborate. ::::g‘m&hnh:“;‘h oven to restore crispness. rane arrived wit}
incidents in the military history of|l9 officers, were killed or _\\mmm\i.‘ and descended with equal fury, but|bouses were bright with lamps. The|ly  blackened; and when, out of the eat Biscuits with hot milk or cream terviewed his ads
the world. Of “the night of horrors|Three men. out of avery h\e_l“' the|ije ditch opposite the Trinidad was|men of the fifth pressed on; they | white smoke forward, some thirty de- will supply all the energy needed fora half day’s work. : in a white-heat
at Badajos,” Napier says, “posterity|attacking force, that ls, wete disabled, | fjiled with water: the head of the di-|captured mules carrying ammunition|mons with black faces broke upon the Try Toasted Triscuit, the Shredded Wheat wafer, for deck, and ended
can scarcely be epxected to credit the|and vet they won | Vision leaped into it, and, as Napierito the breaches, and the French, start- astonished Spaniards, they naturally luncheon, with butter, cheese or marmalade. “If Nelson had 1
tale.” No tale, however, is better There followed tw Nl\«‘ dnysl n‘fi' t‘im. puta il “ationt 100 of the Tuelices, theyled by S3e t.rnm]:l oftﬂ&P fas:i‘mrglacb {:lgt?l:gegt ?tlle glh:i(samt:s:‘:?ln‘r% pg: » ok _have anclios
authenticated, or, as an example of|0us industry, of trenches pushe re-| men of Albuera, perished there.” The|ing column, an finding emselves e black art, niin- H e @ Roads at all, but
snihenticated, cr. ue an eanmplo of 018 MUY, of LN LT VG e S Uy P assabi. - Across| taken i e rear, fid. “The lght and taking of the black art, and wconiv) § . The Canadian Shredded Wheat Company, Limited &4 tha Wetkuty ot
able of achieving, better deserves to|and of cannonading that only ceased| no top of the great slope of broken|fourth divisions broke through the|Spaniards killed and wounded in this 1o doubt, relieve
be told. Wellington was preparing for | When the guns grew too hot to be used. | wal slittered a fringe of sword-blades,| gap hitherto barred by flame and|fight by the little Speedy exceeded v 3 feelings, but it o
his great forward movement into|Captain McCarthy, of the 50th Regi-|gharp-pointed, keen-edged on both|steel, and Badajos was won! the number of its own entire crew; oy \ de 'WaS Courtmar
Spain, the campaign which led to Sal|ment, has left a curious little moNo-|gjdes, fixed in ponderous beams chain-| In that dreadful night assault the ed from the ser
amanca, the battle in whihe "40,000{graph on the siege, full of incidents,|aq together and set deep in the ruins. English lost 3500.men. “Let it be con- ance.
Frenchmen were beaten in forty min-|half tragic and half amusing, butipor ten feet in front the ascent was sidered,” says Napier, “that this fright. - v i Cochrane, howe
utes.” As a preliminary he had to|which show the temper of Welline-| covered with loose planks, studded|ful carnage took place in the space of s l OR lA - y / | charcteristic dar
capture, under the vigilafit eyes of|ton’s troops. Thus he tells how an|yjip sharp iron points. Behind the)less than a hundred yards square—that 3 R i carry out his tas
Soult and Marmont, the two great|engineer officer, when marking out|gjttering edge of sword-blades stood|the slain died not all suddenly, mor ¥or Infants and Chiidren, . consisted of one ¥
border fortresses, Ciudad Rodrigo aud |the ground for a br‘vu\‘!\m;»h:mex'_\- the solid ranks of the French, each|by one manner of death—that some “. md Y“lh A" two of 80 guns, ¢
Badajos. He had, to use Napier's|very uear the wall, W hvah was alwaysiman supplied with three muskets, and perished by steel,’ e by shot, some '. "‘M‘ 50-gun ship, and
phrase, “jumped with both feet” on lined with French soldiers o eager| their fire scourged the British ranke|by water; that me were crushed Bokrs the " fourteeen shijy i
the first-armed fortress, and captured |search of human targets, “used 1t0}jjke a tempest. and mangled by leavy welghts, some ; . : up In two lines
it in twelve days with a loss of 1200 challenge them to prove the perfection| o 4040 pad fallen, hundreds were | trampled upon, some dashed to atoms| @ignature of M i powerful shore b
men and 90 officers. of their shooting of lifting up the skirts| /% iine: but the British clung dog. (Y, the flery explosions—that for hours = "' sates as out-guas
But Badajos was a still harder task.|of his coat in deflance several tmes| 50"y, the lower slopes, and every this destruction was gd without 4 against fire-ships
The city stands on a rocky ridge which|in the course of his survey; driving{gro o ios an officer would leap shrinking, and the town was won at ) been constructed
forme the. last spar of the Toledo|in his stakes and measuring his di-| e, rg with a shout, a swarm of men | 125t Let these things be considered, - forming two side
range, and s of extraordinary strength. | tances with great deliberation, and €0 ,y14 justantly follow him, and, like and 1t must be admitted a British army i . the apex towards
The river Rivillas falls almost at right | cluding by an extra shake of his coat- eaves blown by a whirlwind, they bears with it an awful power. And | er this huge floa
angles into the Guardiana, and in the|tails an ironical bow before he stepped swept up the ascent. But under the|false would it be to say the French = : boat squadrons ke
angle formed by their junction stands|under shelter!® R Tacemsant fire of the French the assail.| were feeble men.| The garrison stood Cochrane’s plan
Badajos, oval in shape, girdled with| On the night of April 6, Wellington | [6C50 - ted away. One private reach-|and fought manfully and with good ; by real genius.
elborate defences, witl the Guadiana|determined to assault. No less than | 905 PN rdblades, and actually discipline, behaving worthily. Shame — > r explosion vessels
500 yards wide as its defence to the|seven attacks were to be (h-ln‘uled. thrust his head beneath them till his there was none on any side. Yet who 2 2t = s the largest scale
north, the Rivillas serving as a wet|Two of them—on the hndge»l‘wml brains were beaten out, so desperate shall do justice to the bravery of the 3 . rific vessels cont:
ditch to the west, and no less than|across the Guadiana and on the Pard- was his resolve to get into Badajos. British soldiers or the noble emula- 3 / teen hundred b
five great fortified outposts—Saint aleras—were mere feiots. But on the 'l‘hé breach, as Napier describes it, tion of the officers? . ..« No age, no . bound tcgether
Roque, Christoval, Picturina, Paraleras|extreme right Pictou with the third| CR v o 14 elittering with steel, re.| nation, ever sentf orth braver troops = S wedges and mol
and a fortified bridge-head across the division was to cross the Rivillas and simbled the mouth of a huge dragon|to battle than those who stormed ., \ . down betwixt th
Guadiana—as the outer zone of its de-|escalade the castle, whose walls Tos€|, o vine forth smoke and flame.” But Badajos.” = one gigantic bon
fences. Twie the English had al-|timestained and grim, from glghlf{«‘{\ for two hours, and until 2000 men hal | of gunpowdtr for
ready assalled Badajos, but assailed|to “",9“”"f9‘_‘,r_,f““ Im.;h, me-k“lu’ tallen, the stubborn British persistellryg FIRE-SHIP IN THE BASQUE Il = ‘ , top of this huge |
it in vain. It was now held by a gar-|the fifth division was to attack the in their attacks. Currie, of the 52nd, ROADS. piled, as a sort
rison 5000 strong, under a soldier, Gen. | opposite or western extremity of they © .. nd most daring soldier, found - ment, hundreds o
eral Phillipson, with a real genius for 10:“‘- ‘%‘9 "l"‘s?“’" Ofm.;\"d }r:“csi“[“;{ a narrow ramp beyond ile Santa ; I =t sands of hand gr
defence, and the utmost art had been |where the glacis was mined, 1ae iteh| \ooria breach only half-ruined;  hefagy; " g | -~ every fo:
employed in adding to its defences.|deep, and the scarp thirty feet high fll)l}tx';\ll his way hayuk through the tu- Sgggx:f;?r]:g?ﬁcmeu‘lv:o‘ﬁ: 1::::‘:_10115 1l cht,:’d 1::; :tw‘m
On the other hand Wellington had no|Against the actual breaches Colville} WA 4" carnage to where Welling:| 8! & » touch & fuse, ©
means of tvansport and no battery and Andrew Barnard were to 193{1 _'h" ton stood \\'atchiﬂg the scene, obtained Ship after ship, the whole night long, a sort of a fl'ont
train, and had to make all his prepar-|light divison and the fourth dx.\'lsmn, an unbroken battalion from the .re- with her battle-thunder and flame; » were to be folloy
ations under the keen-eyed vigilance|the former attacking the bastion o_f serve, and led it towards the broken | Ship after ship, the whole night long, ) fire-ships. Cochu
of the French. Perhaps the strangest|Santa Maria and the latter vthe Trlu:l- ramp. But his men were caught in drew back with her dead and her 7 haps than any o
collection of artillery ever employed |dad. The hour was fixed Yorlten ‘o- the whirling madness of the ditch shame. ) that ever lived,
In a great siege was that which Well- clock, and the story of 1}131 night .ni an®swallowed up in the tumult. Nich-| For some were sunk and many were , 2/ at his foes thro
ington collected from eve ailable|tack, as told in Napler's immorta nation, calculate
quarter and used at Badajos. Of thejprose, is one of the great battle-pic- — three huge exp!
fifty-two pleces, some .dated from the|tures of literature; and any one \\:ho : twenty fire-ships
days of Phillip II. and the Spanish|tried to tell the tale will find him- 2 in a sort of salt
Armada, some were cast in the reign|self slipping insensibly into Napier's ! patonished Frenc
of Phillip I1I., others im that of John|cadences. The night was black; & A . every fire-ship t
IV. of Portugal, who refizned in 1640; |strange silence lay on rampart and and, instead of
there were 24-pounders George I1.'s|trench, broken from time to time by o / t ” end divert from
day, and Russian naval guns; the bulk|the deep voices of the sentinels that i ¥ : / ; eimply anxious t
of the extraordinary medléy being ob- proclaimed all was well in Badajos. 4 N & i ! J -3 g with the utmost
solete brass engines whidh required “Sentinelle garde a vous,” the cry of & < i 5 oy 3 French, meanwl
from seven to ten minutes'to cool be-|the sentinels, was translated by the ; f N y ’ 3 o 74 N their el'lemy lyin
tween each discharge. British private as “All's well in Bada- R & d < ¥ 5 / 7 . confident in the
Wellington, however, was strong in/hoo!” A lighted carcass thrown from ¥ ) # R } . s Y ¥ acted as their sh
his own warlike genius and in the qual | the castle discovered Pictou’s men - . o 4 } - - the show af b
{ty of the troops he commanded. He|standing in ordered array, and com B H ? % 3 < "
employed 18,000 men in the slege, and pelled them to attack at once. Mac- S )i - X / 5
it may well be doubted whether—if/we Carthy, who acted as guide across the - B \ i 4 '” “°|
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