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THE HOME READING.

A great deal depends for the wellare of the family upon
character of the reading matter that finds admittance
Ahe home. There may be Baptist families in this coun-
where there is a scarcity of reading matter, but that can
ly be a mecessity.  Literature is so abundant and so
?‘pioday that the poorest may possess it, in quality
sod, bad or indifferent according to the taste of fhe read-
.- 1§ even there is no money to buy books, papers or mag-
they can be begged or borfowed, so that wherever
is & will to read there is almost slways a way 1o
the means of satisfying the hunger of the mind.
tions are very different in this respect today from
t-they were in times easily within the memory of some
the older readers of this paper = Books and papers were '
& luxury to be found only in the homes of the wealthy
of those whao were willing to make considerable sacrifice
obtain them. Even for those who bad wealth at ‘com-
the supply of available reading matter was hmited.
eourse good books were obtainable,but they were cosfly,
#0 beyond the reach of most; and as for corrent liter-
it was not only expensive but ‘was meagre indeed
with what we have today. The homes outside
gities that could afford more o the line of current liter-
than s weekly newspaper were few and far between,
i those in which even 50 much as that was to. be found
sot numerous.  And yet the advantage is not wholly
the present as compared with the conditions which
in this country fifty or sixty vears
of filling the land with books and
$ a6 1o be within reach of the
t targe opportunities for tal improvement, it has
B gertainly brought great temptations to mental dissi-
A great deal of the literature that is consumed in
Hmmenss qoantities today is no more adspted. to’ pro-
Pe & wholesome mental developement than a diet of con-
Mnm and pastries is adapted to promote the whole-
P‘ development of the bodv, In the old times a good

y people were able to find in their scanty libraties and
ﬁ' one family newspaper incomparably more food for

‘or old. Nornudw »y tht.faput from
fiction, there is an abundanee of good and wholesome ~Tit-
erature fn variety suitable to all ages and  capacities, and
interesting enough to held the eager attention of any
bright child or youth who;;‘: has not been spoiled by,
over-indal in highly fiction.

Wheno::‘:eﬂmhowmu&mnnmdhttburohu
acter and influence for good in the world on what our
young people read and what they tefrain frem reading, be
must appreciate the large opp ities and eorresponding .
respomsibilities which pareats hate in directing the reading
and cultivatiog the literary tastes of their children. There
are no doubt many parents, anxijous to do  their best for
 their children, who will digtrust their own: abilities in this
matter and who will do well to. avail themselves of the
counsel f theit pastor. and of other friends. who~may be
able to advise wisely on this subject. - And our young
people too, who have come to years of maturity will do
well to accept thelr Gwn share of responsibility in this con.
nection, and so improve the opportunities which some

meastire of leisure and an abundance of goed literature

place within their reach, to'make the most of themselves
for Christ and for bumanity.

L S T

THE SBARRETT! INCIDENT.
v . ft ie not uanatursl that what hascome to be known as
the Sbarretti incident has stitred upnmohclihg in this

country, The prevaling seatiment in Cacada is strongly i

against any union of Church and State, and to a farge ma-
jority of the people the idea of being culed from Rome,
either directly or mdmcﬂy. is to the last degree’ uopalata-
ble. It may be that more is being made of this incident in
some quarters than the facts will justify. We are inclined
to ‘think that is the case, But it ‘must 'be admitted
¢thet it is mot pleasant to hear that & Proviocial
Government has been -~ approached by an Ablegate
from Rome, and requested 10 open a guestion which,
after much difficulty end with. the foll spproval of the
people of tha Province an the Do:mmon had been settled,

and as was d, settled per ly, and . furtber to
hear that the Ablegate had d«-chred that compliance with
his request would tend 1o advaunce the undertaking of the
Province for the enlargement of its boundaries. = Of
churse the Papal reprecentative explains that he meant only
that compliance with his t would favor the designs
of Manitoba ss to enlargement, because Roman Catholic
populations would be more willing to be included within

; bat despite his age,i

inces Roman C-lthdfu would have had no 1
plain, and Protestants would not have feit called upon to
enter any profest. Why then did* not the ‘Government
avoid all aecasion for the stitring up. of racial and religi- |
‘ous strife’ by leavisg education in the power of the Prov-
inces where it rightly and constitutionally belongs 2 But
there is & i Parli ‘bnnotmmmhdu
al power to do otherwise. Vny few men, we believe, with
any reputation as conghit 1 lawyers are willing to
rigk it on that contention. But if the Government. be-
lieves unt it is' utder constitutional obligation to put
Bools in the constitutions of the new Provi
why pot test its. faith bymbmmngan Qquestion to the
Privy Council? g
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I:dlmhl Notes. -

~Dr, Guim- ers 1is pow eighty-three years of age,

gagements in the pulpit and on the phtﬁmn

~The Wotchman learns with cegret that Rev. Dr. William
Howé 1 quite seriously ill at his homse in Crimbridge,Mass.

Dr. Hows will be ninety-nine years old in May,and uatil ve-
cantly has been wonderfully vigorous and active.. He'had

called at The Watchman office three weeks ago.

—We have received from Brass Hill, Bartington, & letter
dated April 6th uclonng & ape dollar bill and _ fifty cenis
in stamps whioh the writer states was for the MzssuneEn

avp Visrrow but seglected to sign fhe name. Remitla
will be credited or subscription added to list as - require, ;t
writer will forward signature.
Readers of the M Axp Vistror, will, we kngv
unite thh us m :Mnx a hearty welcome to a tetter which
+from our highly esteemed brotber-
in the mhn'ry, Rev. Isaish Wallace. ~All will rejoice to
hear of his increasing strength, and will hope jhat. with
the advancing spring bis health may fully return.

~ [he Dominion Conference of the Y. M. C. A. opened

in Montreal on Wednesday of hit week. The following

the bounds #f the Province i the privilege of t

schools were assured to them. -~ This may bave bnn all
that Mgr. Sbarretti meant, But if so it would seem to be
rither a gratuitous piece of information, since, it it isa fact,
the members of the Manitoba Government might be sup-
posed to be aware of it as well g3 the Monsignor himself.
Is it uncharitable to suppose that Mgr. Sbarretti in connect.

ing the amendment of the school law with thé extension of
the boundaries meant that if the Manitobs Government
satished the Roman Catholic Chutch in reference to the
school law of the Province it would find the Church using
its influence in favor of, instend of aginst, the extension of
:he Pravincial boundaries?  The method of bringing the

minds as well as ‘or-their souls than many readers of
present day secure from all the abund: of liter

linfl 1o bear is her matter, Itis pot

rd. bad and xnml-mt—wnh which they are supplied

is thenlou great need of careful Mmh-hon in
jon with this matter. Parents should.accept it ‘as
| Smportant duty, to superintend and direct their child.

frue in this connection as sny other, and there are few
ters in which children and young people more need
direction than ip this. Inthis connection the proper

je 8 question which will demand attention. There are
Mere from which if possible the young should be de-
Bat in these days wise parents will hardly think
they have done their whole duty by their children jo
s particular when they have peremptorily forbidd

#'sreading. “Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined”

ken in reference to fictitious literature is of

gsary to suppose that there was anything in the way of
an uodertaking or no agr t that the, Dominion Gov-
emment should serve the purposes of the Roman
Catholic Church in’ this matter, and since Sir Wil
frid ' Laurier and Mgr. Sbarretti bave both, declared
positively that there was nothing . ol the kind, we at
feast have no difficulty in accepting thie statetent. But
the Church of Rome has many ways of working out its
purpou,-nd\!ubymmnmyw suppose that
when its leaders design to bring their_influence to beer in
the political affairs.of a Province they will proceed by way
of a positive npdérstanding with the Federal Government.
No one need doubt that the Roman Catholic church, either
through Mgr. Sbarretti or other 4
what inflaence it can, or what it -deems practicable under

0 read novels, Probably no parent would thisk it
..h.m:[hn‘ d it desirable,. to p his
people reading more or less of current fiction.  And
we think, to recognize that here, as elsewhere in
re, the good and the bad fiad placy, and discrimina-
ds to be exercised. There is fiction which is to be
d, not b it is positively bad, but b it
hy snd enervating, and there is other fiction - which
with it poison and pollution to the soul, and should
a8 ong avoids & deadly mnqphre. But there
n which, read-in moderation, is: en-

ts. s bringing to bear -

were elected officers: President; John M, C. Quaker, Owen

Sound; Vice Presidents, Lyle Reid, Ottawa; ]. E. Morms;

Orills; Secretary, H. Ballantyre, Toronlo. The report of
the committes stated that during the year five new  Associ.
ations had been formed, bringing the total number up to
36. Rqotblmn :gAuoeution gave the membership as
12.591.

~Dr. Al d

AR

winter there has been uousually severe, has enjoyed his stay.’

The British ‘Weekly says that Dr. Maclaren has been busy |

preparing for the press his “Expositions” of Tnflal, the first
volume of which is already in print. Much of it is publish.

ed for the Brst time, and the whole is a notable contribution -
to enegesis. Dr, Muclaress Expositions, the firkt volume of

which appeared befors the end of last year, bave had an ex-
traordisary welcome, and promise to exceed in popularity
every publication of thasr kied. -

«~Rev. Dr. Goodspeed, for fifteen years past professor of

Systematic Theology and Apologetics in Mellntn Univer-
sity, has submitted his resignation. The resson Jfor (his
step is said 1o be the reconstruction of the Theological cur-
riculum recently decided upon by the Senute of the Upiver-
sity, Whether or not there is & probability of an ld;un-
ment of the difficulty, which will admit of the resignation

being withdrawn we do not know, but we should supposs '

that McMaster-would be very sorry to lose 2 man of Dr.
G d's scholarl i ts and ripe experience as a

dsp s ly att
% o! thanl

the ci ne ,mbmgxhdax to pass in_ refe

- to the schools both in Manitoba and’the Northwest Terri-
tories.’ nesd not wonder at this, sor can we greatly
blame the Church,

Weéﬁﬁihly-dq not believe that the
the Roman Catholic hier-
te the but of

unnecessary sﬁrria‘g,w f

this journal is proof of -But we cannot  but

wliﬁiﬂ(h mhlm Though the charac-
#nd not llu-

der that in 3
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pelled to utter their
rights in the imposi

than liberty whm

embodiment of &

concede ifs right to hold the prin-
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__Tn.Guudme oﬂga Torento ' Quarter Quuo{: in
their mﬁ::m last month recommended, “spanking” as
Roublu"h. m of the Ontario Society for  the Re-

formation of Inebriates, has eutered a protest against thig ‘

remmmwéahnnonthammdthauhewwr i

be ineffective for the cure of drunkenness, since as he holds,

chronio inebriety js. 8 disease, and corporal. punishment
g would

under the
"be, it is

still actively engaged iu!ﬁllm{ -

[ ding the wint o
or at least the Jatter part of ix.-tuqundfbmthth; /

kards, after a first conviction. Bnu).,,'_
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