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systematic giving or tithe giving end it is also the most that the singing of new tnnee in the great congregation
in which they do not join is at war with the object and 

a Mosaic law. They seem to be possessed with a mortal work of the Holy Spirit since the one object of the
whole chnrch machinery is to co-operate with the pis 

time* almost constrained to think that to confess yonr- tor and the Holy Spirit f^r the edification of the church
and the salvation of sonls. How blessed to have the in­
telligent support of the choir.

Question—But shall we never sing new tones? 
Answer—Yea, under certain conditions it may probably 

be w*ae— How to do it is beet illustrated by wh"t I wit­
nessed in an alive chnrch in Boston, whose aver ge an­
nual addition to her membership by conve»sion was about 
seventy five persons. The deacon who led the music hed 
a choir of three hundred mostly viris In the Sabbath 
school, al'o a choir of fifty in the organ gallery. When 
these three hundred and fifty in the organ gallery and 
spread through the congregation led by the deacon who 
stood on «he pastors left, sang together the new tune, 
which the choir had previously practised, do you wonder 
that it at mce became pcpular.

Question—Why are old tunes be*t?
Answer- ( 1 ) Because vrrv often thev arc beet as com­

positions (.) And principally because the singing of 
the old tunes awakens anew the hallowed memories of 
the past, і f childhord with its never to be forgotten im­
pressions at the family altar, of the prayer meetirgson 
the hill of the revival scenes of early youth, the rraolu- 
tio* ■ then made through the power of the Spirit Thus 
full of the singing of the o'd tune to ’he familiar hymn 
prepares manv « heart to listen to the sermon with sav­
ing « ff.ct

One of the crowning victories of Dr. Lorimer's last 
past' rate at Tremont Temple was in that he secured s 
choir leader wlo wa* in intenae sympathy 1th him in 
saving men —and by hie arrangement this leader was al­
ways present at the weekly prayer meeting se’fC’irg 
and leading all the music end ott gave his word of testi­
mony for Chi 1st

each шіге frequently to dsilgmte believers them the 
word'‘dlecip’e.'' It was known to the Old Testament Scriptural method. Many object to this, because it waa 
writers in Deuteroaomy, Ssmnel, Chronicles. Job,
Paalme. Proverbe, Daniel, Hoeea, Zechariah In the dread of anything that eavore of the law. One is some- 
New Testament “the bodies of the eeinte who slept" 
arose when Jesus roee: Saul was accused «f having done 
evÜ to God’s “saintf;" Peter dame down to the “saints” 
at Lydie; and when he had celled “the saints and 
widows" together he presented Dorcne alive. Paul con-

self a sinner, then live so thst there will be no hvpocrisy 
In the confession was the highest ideal they possessed of 

hrietianity. We certainly are not forced by the law 
hat la foreign to the spirit of Christianity. But if we 

to hie Lord, “Many of thy saints have I shut np \re the children of God in truth then have we become 
In prison;" bat he does not confess to have killed any 
one of them. And then,when he comes to write of the 
things of the kingdom, he nses the word 'saint" not less 
than thirty-nine times to designate those accepted as saved.
They ere the •* sanctified,'* the redeemed, the regenerat­
ed ; they are the purchase of the blood of Christ. When 
we use a word which, rather then any other, describes 
the people of God wh cell them " eeinte/' That is whet 
they are. No man ought to be celled e Baptist who le 
not first a saint “ The disciples were called Christians 
first at Antioch** ; but Paul never knew them •• Chris­
tians. To him they »ere usual ly ••disciples/' but they 
were saints. * sanctified in Christ Jesus. " Careful not to 
give offense, we shall not nee that word when speaking of 
those who would have ns call them “ dbciplee.” We ere 
not chary of its use when Baptiste are considered.— Sel.
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obedient children, the law is no longer our task master, 
but it is a light and lamp ; for by it is the knowledge of 
right and wrong. So the adoption of it as • rule of giv­
ing is only fashioning yonreelf as an obedient child. It 
simply resolves itself into a question of faith in God.

Moreover tithe giving was rot Instituted under the law. 
but under grace When Abraham met Melchlsedec who 
blessed him he gave him a tenth of sli, not to win 
favor or buy his eslvation, but in acknowledgement 
of debt, because of blessings received and promise ', 
from him who was a figure of Christ We, my brother* 
and sisters, have professed to have met the H'gh 
Priest In the iy who has blessed ns snd made ns to in­
herit the promise with Abraham whose children we are. 
Nowlfhewas Indebted to give it, are we nndïr lee* 
debt ? There was a clear acknowlegement of debt on 
the part of Abraham in that he gave it, and there was 
also ss clear an a'kno«ledgement of the right to receive 
it, on the part of Melchlsedec. in that he accepte ' it. 
Jacob gave a tithe npon the same princ'ple aud w*e 
blessed in do«ng it. Afterwards it hec*me в statute і a 
I-reel which only proves the more conc’uvvely that It 
bad the divine approval, and was «he divine right, and 
<hev that adopt it are insured by the pr mists of God 
'If yon are satisfied with the security down with the 
dust * Now how do we I ear* our duty or moral oblige 
lions to God but by the law ? Take the S ibbath for an 
Illustration, we concede the fact that our conduct in
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To he Editor of the Mesakncrr and visito*.

Dear Brother I see by a recent letter from Mr. 
Adam's that the completion of the Twentieth Century 
Fond is not yet an assured eucoe 
before the time expiree for the accomplishment of this 
work our people will hav proved themselves equal to 
the task If we are alive to the responsibilities, and pos- 
aibiUtiea that lie before us, we surely will. To this end 
let each pastor seek to lead his charge in the accomplish­
ment of this labor of love. I do not mean that he should 
perform the work of collecting ; but rathe*1 have an over- 
eight of it and set hie people at work ; hie aim being to 
accomplish the highest possible Chris'lan service with 
them. This would be encces* indeed I believe, as a rule, 
our pastors do too much, are over worked, while they get 
too little out of their flick in the wav of aggre eive Chris­
tian labor. Din't be *frald to harnesa them up, and set 
them at work, It will do them good, and they will love 
yon the more for it afterwards when they have learned 
the aweet enjoyment of love'a service.

Then there are in every church a number of faithful 
ones who bear heavy burdens and often more than their 
just proportion ; because it Vs easier to do so than to get 
it done by others, while this may enrich them in the 
grace of liberality, If others are therebv kept from doing 
their just part there ia a wrong done them, their life is 
dwaifed ; for Christian life is expanded snd developed by 

* Christian acta and exercises onlv. Sd the more the work 
can be divided, or the more that1 can be drawn into the 
service the more the Christian life is expended. While 
there has been générons responses to special appeals by 
our people and manv do give constantly and generously, 
yet there is a very great lack on the part of a great many 
whose names are on our church rol a, in the grace of 
liberality, and this will no doubt continue to be so until 

* there la a more universal adoption of better principles 
or methods of giving.

Now in all the walks of life the first thing necessary to 
the accomplishment of résulta ia a definite and settled 
purpose. Without this we wander aimlessly and land 
where the tide of events may cast us. No goal is reached 
because there was none set before ns to attain to. And 
this prindp’e applies as practically to Christian giving as 
it does to every other object or act of life. We have an 
apt illustration of this as we scan the columns of statis­
tics in the year book. In one column yon will find the 
amount contributed by the Women's M. A. Society, in 
others the amounts contributed by the cnnrch for the 
year to the vs rions benovelent objects ;and it is s notice­
able fact that In many instances the amounts contributed 
by the W M. A Society equal, or exceed the contribut­
ions of the whole church and the cause is not 1er to seek, 
they have a definite purpoee. The minimum to be raised 
by them is a dollar per. member per year, then they seek 
to exceed thst amount as far aa possible. And the res- 

•' son that in so many instances the balsa 
members contribute so little compared 
A. Society ie due to this one fact, that on their part there 
la no definite purpose in the matter, thev wait until ■ call 
la made upon them, then they will plead that they have 
ao’hlng to give, or perhaps they will give ten, twenty- 
five fifty cents, or s dollar with the kind expression ' I 
would like to give more, but that la all that I can to 
now. " and never think of the matter again until the next 
appeal le made. Соваєqneutly the labor and atreng h 
that should be directed to the ingathering of the unsaved, 
and to the strengthening of the Redeemer’s kingdom, is 
taxed to gather from the professedly Christian world the 
means to carry on the Lord’s work, a condition f,f things 
that should not be, becen*e these should flaw into the 
Lord's tree-ury as freely as the water fiads its way to the 
ocean. Now the question ie, how ie this to be brought 
about F #

The most practical and just solution of this problem is

But I believe that

Q lestlon—Ar«* yon not mistaken In bolding ’he choir 
as a body reip-neib’e ? Are not the chorister* who se­
lect the muric wholly to Ьінше ?

respect to it should be governed by «he law. If In this, 
then why not in every other moral obligation ? There 
ie certainly no other source bv *hicb we çan learn what 
Gcd^e quires

Then the Apo*tle speaking of the Levitical priesthood, 
its duties and privileges, says, “ they serve unto the ex­
ample and sh*dow of heavenly things. They were ma-’e 
priests after the law of a carnal commandment and w«*re a 
figure or shadow of the heavenly who is made high priest 
after the order of Melchlsedec and is worthy of 
ae much honor." Then, if they in receiving 
tithes of the people served nnto the ex»mple 
and shadow of heavenly things where has the 
example and shadow gone in onr relation to the heaven­
ly high priest ? Then let ns become alive to the respon­
sibilities, possibilities, and privileges, that are onrs in this 
and w* will enjoy a richer spiritual life and hasten the

N. P. Whitman.

Answer—Thank 'on, no donbt Lnt tha‘ von are r'ght.
Question—Then can you tell me why it ia that intell­

igent »h Нвіетз wil'persist in forcing new tunes npon 
the people ?

Answer—Пап it be that it is simply for want o* a study 
of the subject ? We have Sunday School Conventi 'ns 
t> discus* how best to teach so *s to lead men to Chris1, 
—when do we hear of choristers convenions to discuss^ 
how best to lead in praising G>d in order that souls may 
be *aved ?

Question—My difficulty with the choir is, that though 
they profess to *erve both God and the Church. they do 
not »eem to consult the wishes n^r feel anv accounta­
bility to either God or the church. C<*n you suggest a 
remedy ?

Answer—Thank you, brother, for ю clear a statement 
of the case. How would this do? “ If anv of you lack 
wisdom let him ask of God." If choir leaders would 
arrange to preface their rehearsals with a few short 
prayers for divine aid, it might work wondc я in develop­
ing in them true joy in the worship of God by the service 
of song. Naturally their next thought would be—since 
we now have true joy In *ervice can we longer bear to 
see the whole congregation robbed of the privilege of 
worship by onr singing new tunes? No! No!! We 
will sing old tunes, any kind of tunts until all the 
peor1e with us shall praise the Lord.

Wbat ajwmt anthems ?

triumphs of the kingdom.
Л JІ Л

Church Choirs.
BY DIMOCK ARCHIBALD.

A Colloquy.
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me. Ps. 50 :?з.
L*t all the people praise thee, O God, Let all tbe peo­

ple praise thee. Ps. 67-5.
A great supper was spread. Two hundred g nests sat 

down to partake thereof. Behold andwmderat what 
took place 1 The twenty waiters having previously se­
lected the choicest viands and arranged them on a table 
at the head of the room, together had a pleesart time 
partaking of them, accounting that the guests may well 
regard themselves as happy in aeeing them enjoy the 
rich repast. Tbe abused—end insulted—quests, with 
one accord queried—What ought to be done with such 
waiters ? A wise woman spoke—" If I were hostess 
they would be discharged at once. Ia not tfie action cf 
the cho<r that slugs unfamiliar tones, snd thus hinders 
the congregation from joining in the worship, very 
much like that of the waiter a ? Ia not such a choir

We regard it as sppropiiate that a choir should have a 
free hand in the selection of anthems -meanwhile we 
have witnessed most happy 
regular Sabbath services lend 
lions ’nstead of anthems

Whet have yon to say of the performances of choirs 
and soloist, when it i* dlfficu't, if not impossible, for the 
audience to understand the words thev sing?

Answer—The chief value of a gospel song Is, that the 
■entlmîuts of the song is made plain to the hearer. 
“He that speaketh in an unknown tongue ed fieth him­
self/’ not the hearer. I Cor 14 : 4 Is <t not a waste of 
the congregation’s time when they cannot understand 
the words.

Tremont Temp’e, the world around, Is regarded aa a 
mxlel chnrch Their rule ie to sing onlv old tnne* in 
the treat congregation 
Lorimer’s f«ilemmv In that Sabba’h morning Service.

results when the cnolr in 
ered familiar revival eelec-

■upremely aelfiih, in pleasing only them-elves, utterly 
regardless of the needs snd happiness of th* congregation 
which they serve.

Question—Since members of choirs are self-deny ing, 
noble, Christian, people, how do yon acconnt for it that Professor Cbelins, for eleven years th**|r mn si cal director,
_w hid arranged to sing a new tune. The first verse waathe, .honld m often «.m to p-rrert the .errlce of .ong nMrl, lhro,gh , The greet end en.ee we. .11 nt. The 

to »n exhibition of their own skill ? Doctor si* tqukl to the occasion, a* h* add
people don’t know th«t tune We will sing thé next 
b>mn and sing Old Hundred, pleas**. The volume of 
song from that great company w*s in <taelf a thanks- 
gl -lug to God, and to Dr. Lorimer for the change

Nev*r ahalr I forget the pathetic appeal o' a m >del

Well do I remember Dr.

ce of the chnrch
with the W. M.

The
Answer—It la a matter of wrong habit arising in part 

from a mistaken theory, that in order to be progreasive, 
new tnnee moat be sung, forgetting that success in the 
worship of God ought to be the chief obj-ct of tbe choir.
What if the paator should do likewise and fill his sermon chorister to the young people of the church, as he urged 
hell hoar with » declamation la which hla ability In -c- lhem to ’’’’•"‘i' * J ,he “ "ІсШ 'ralolog p isalbl- bat to' , have one motive in it all, in ord*r that thev might the
qolrfng new Ideas woe apparent, with .1» .bandent „оте еЯесЧееІ, dag the goepel of Chrlet. the men ma, 
quotations from Hebrew and Greek ? Would not hia be saved thereby.
resignation soon be in order F J The most effective Chr1s«l»n so'rist to which I ever

Qnestlon—Plenee name eome objection to the singing Hetened-enld with beantifnl simplicity -that .he always 
nff'went to her public services—after much prayer for divine or new tnnee r ^ejp in or(ieT that souls might be saved through her

Auewer—It tends toward emptying the chnrch, to sinving of the gospel."
dispirit the pastor. It grievee the Spirit of God. It D;ar readers—Are we not now all convinced that 
hlnderew.nl. being .«red. Senke.'.leeder.hlp of w>ng genera l, th--login* "f raw Inn., in the pnhlic wor-
rMn](4d ... . , , ehlp is a. ala, a shame and a crime against the God ofrnenl ed in ell the people ringing with him, the goepel onr „ітацоп a. w,u 01 sn inanlt to the Intelligence ef
by which many eonla were oeaed. In It not then plain the congregation ?
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