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much more fraquently to deasiguste believars tham the
word “‘dlscip’e.” [t was known to the Old Testament
writers in Deuteromomy, Samuel, Chronicles, Job,
Paalme, Proverbs, Danlel, Hosea, Zecharish In the
New Testament ‘‘the bodies of the saints who slept’
arose when Jesus rose; Saul was accused of baving done
evil to God's ‘‘saintg;” Peter ¢ame down to the “‘saints’
at Lydia; and when he had cslled *‘the saintsa and
widows’' together he presented Dorcus alive. Paul con-
fesees to his Lord, ‘‘Many of thy saints have I shut up
in prison;’’ but he does not confess to have killed any
one of them. And then,when he comes to write of the
things of the kingdom, he uses the word ‘‘saint’’ not less
than thirty-nine times to designate those accepted as saved.
They are the ** sanctified, ’ the redeemed, the regenerst-
ed ; théy are the porchase of the blood of Christ. When
we use & word which, rather than any other, describes
the people of God we call them “*saints.”’ That s what
they are. No man onght to be called a Baptist who s
not first a saint  ** The disciples were called Christians
first at Antioch’’ ; but Paul never knew them ss Chris-
tians. Tohim they were usually ** disciples,'’ but they
were saints, * sanctified in Christ Jesus.'’ Careful not to
give offense, we shall not use that word when speaking of
those who would have us call them ** disciples.”” We are
not chary of its use when Baptists are considered. —Sel,
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To 'he Editor of the MESIENGER AND VISITOR,

Dear Brother:—I see by a recent letter from Mr.
Adam’'s that the completion of the Twentieth Century
Fund is not yet an assured success. But I believe that
before the time expires for the accomplishment of this
work. our people will have proved themselves equal to
the task. 1f we are alive to the responsibilities, and pos-
sibilities that lie before us, we surely will. To this end
let each pastor seek to lead bis charge in the accomp'ish-
ment of this labor of love. 1 do not mean that he shounld
perform the work of collecting ; but rather have an over-
sight of it and set his people at work ; his aim being to
accomplish the highest possible Chris'ian rervice with
them. This would be success indeed. I believe, as a rule,
our pastors do too much, are over worked, while they get
too little out of their flock in the wav of aggre:sive Chris-
tian labor, Don't be afraid to harness them up, and set
them at work, it will do them good, aud they will love
you the more for it afterwards when they have learned
the sweet enjoyment of love’s service.

Then there are in every church a number of faithfnl
ones who bear heavy burdens and often more than their
just proportion ; because it {s easler to do so than to get
it done by others, while this may enrich them in the
grace of liberality, if others are thereby kept from doing
their just part there is a wrong done them, their life ie
dwazfed ; for Christian life is expanded and developed by
Christian acts and exercises only. So the more the work

“‘can be divided, or the more that can be drawn iunto the
service the more the Christian life is expanded. While
there has been generouns responses to ipedll appeals by
our people and many do give constantly and generously,
yet there is a very great lack on the part of a great many
whoee names sre on our church rol's, in the grace of
liberality, and this will no doubt continue to be so until
there is & more universal adoption of better principles
or methiods of giving.

Now in'all the walks of life the first thing necessary to
the accomplishment of results is a definite and settled
purpose. Without this we wander aimlessly and land
where the tide of events may cast us. No goal is reached
because there was none set before us to attein t6, And
this princip'e applies as practically to Christian giving ae
it does to every other object or act of life, We have sn
apt {llustration of this as we scan the columnsof statis-
tics in the year book. In one coluwn you will find the
amount contributed by the Women's M. A. Society, in
others the mmounts contributed by the church for the

year to the varions benovelent objects ;and it is a notice-
able fact that in many instances the amounts contributed
by the W M. A Soclety equal, or exceed the contribut-
ions of the whole church and the caunse is not far to seek,
they have a definite purpose. The minimum to be raised
by them is & dollar per. member per year, then they seek
to exceed that amount as far as possible. And the rea-

“ son that in so many instances the balapce of the church
members contribute go little compared with the W. M.
A. Society is due to this one fact, that on their part there
is no definite purpose in the matter, thev wait until a call
is made upon them, then they will plead that they have
no'hing to give, or perhaps they will give ten, twenty.
five fifty cents, or a dollar with the kind expression ‘I
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systematic giving or tithe giving and it is also the most
Scriptural method. Many object to this, becanse it was

& Moesic Jaw. They seem to be possessed with a mortal
dread of anything that savors of the law. Oue fe some-
times almost constrained to think that to confess your-
self a sinner, then live so that there will be no hypocrisy
in the confession was the highest ideal they possessed of
Christianity. We certainly are mot forced by the law

fthat is foreign to the spirit of Christianity. But if we .

\ge the children of God in truth then bave we become
obedient children, the law is no longer our task master,
but it is a light and lamp ; for by it is the knowledge of
right and wrong. So the adoption of it as a rule of giv-
ing s only fashioning yourself as an obedient child. It
simply resolves itself into a question of faith in God.

Moreover tithe giving was rot instituted under the law,
but under grece When Abraham met Melchisedec who
blessed him he gave him a tenmth of all, not to win
favor or buy his salvation, but in acknowledgement
of debt, because of blessings received and promise?,
from him who was a figure of Christ. We, my brothers
and sisters, have professed to have met the H'gh
Priest in the way who has blessed us and made us to in.
herit the promise with Abraham whose children we are.
Now if he was indebted to give it, are we under less
debt? There was a clear acknowlegement of debt on
the part of Abraham inthat he gave it, and there was
also as clear an a~knowledgement of the right to receive
it, on the part of Merlchisedec, in that he accepte! it.
Jucob gave a tithe npon the same principle avd was
blessed in do'ng it. Afterwards it become a statute io
I.rael which only proves the more concluively that it
had the divine approval, and was the divine right. and
they that adopt it are insure! by the pr mises of God
‘If you are satisfied with tbe security down with the
dust° Now how do we learn our duty or moral obliga
tions to God but by the law ? Take the Sibbath for an
illustratinn, we concede the fact that our condumet in
respect to it should be governed by the law. If in this
then why not in every other moral obligation? There
ls certainly no other source by +hich we can learn what
Geodrequires

Then the Apostle speaking of the Levitical priesthoad,
its dutles and privileges, says, ‘* they serve unto the ex-
ample and shadow of heavenly things. They were made
prissts after the law of a carnal commandment and were a
figure or shadow of the heavenly who is mpde high priest
after the order of Melchisedec and is worthy of
as much honor.”” Then, if they in receiving
tithes of the people served unto the ex:mple
and sheadow of heaveuly things where has the
example and shadow gone in our relation to the heaven:
ly high priest? Then let us become alive to the respon-
sibilities, possibilities, and privileges, that are oursin this
and we will enjoy a richer spiritnal life and hasten the
trinmphs of the kingdom, N. P. WHITMAN,
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Church Choirs.

BY DIMOCK ARCHIBALD,
A Colloquy.

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me. Ps. 50 :23.

Lt all the people praise thee, O God, Let all the peo-
ple praise thee. Ps. 67-5.

A great supper was spread. Two hundred guests sat
down to partake thereof. Behold and winder at what
took place | The twenty waiters having previously re-
lected the choicest viands and arranged them on a table
at the head of the room, together had a pleasart time
vartaking of them, accouunting that the guests may well
regard themselves as happy in seeing them enjoy the
rich repast.. The abused—and insunlted-—yuests, with
one accord querled—What ought to be done with such
waiters? A wise woman spoke—'‘ If I were hostess
they would be discharged at once, Is not the action of
the cholr that singe unfamiliar tones, and thus hinders
the congregation from jolning in the worship, very
much like that of the waiters? Is not such a cholr
supremely 'selfish, in pleasing only them-elves, utterly
regardless of the needs and happiness of th» congregation
which they serve. :

Question —Since members of choirs are self-denying,
noble, Christian, people, how do you account for it that
they slionld so often seem to pervert the service of song
to an exhibition of their own skill?

Answer—It is a matter of wrong hsbit arising in part
from a mistaken theory, that in order to be progressive,
new tumes must be sung, forgetting thet success in the

would like to give more, but thatis all that I cam co
now.” and never think of the matter again unti! the next
appeal is made. Covsequently the Iabor and streng'h
that should be directed to theingathering of the nnsaved,
and to the gthening of the Red ‘s kingd is
taxed to gather from the professedly Christlan world the
means to carry on the Lord’s work, a condition f things
that should not be, becanse these should flow into the
Lord’s tres-ury as freely as the water fiads its way to the
ocean. Now the guestion is, how is this to be bronght
sbout? 5

The most practical and just solution of this problem is

hip of God ought to be the chief obj:ct of the choir,
What if the pastor should do likewise and fill his sermon
half hour with a declamation in which his ability in sc-
quiring new ideas was apparent, with also abundant
quntations from Hebrew and Greek? Wonid not his
resignation soon be in order?

Question—Please name some objection to the singing
of new tunes?

Auswer—It tends toward emptying the church, to
dispirit the pastor. It grieves the Spir't of God. It
hinders sonls being sived. Sanke:’s leadership of song
resulted in all the people singing with him, the gospel
by which many souls were saved. Is it not then plain
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that the singing of new tunes in the grest congregntion
in which they do not join is at war with the object and
work of the Holy Spirit since the one object of the
whole church machinery is to co-operate with the pas-
tor and the Holy Spirit for the edification of the church
and the salvation of souls. How blessed to have the in-
telligent support of the choir.

Question—But shall we never sing new tunes?

Answer—Yes, under certain conditione it may probably
be wiae—How to do it is best illnatrated by whet I wit-
nessed in an alive chiurch in Boston, whose aver'ge an-
nual addition to her membership by conversion was about
seventy fiye persons. The deacon who led the music hsd
a choir of three hundred mostly virls in the Sabbath
school, alro a choir of fifty in the organ gallery. When
these three hundred and fifty in the organ gallery and
spread throogh the coneregation led by the deacon who
stood on the pastors left, sang together the new tune,
which the cholr had previousty practised, do you wonder
that it at once became prpular.

Question—Why are old tunes best?

Aunswer— (1) Because very often thev are best as com-
positions  (.) And principally becruse the singing of
the old tunes awnkens anew the hallowed memories of
the past, of childhood with its vever to be forgotten im-
prestions at the family altar, of the prayer meetirgson
the hill of the revival scenes of early youth, the resolu-
tio' s then mace through the power of the Spirit Thue
full of the singing of the o'd tune to the famillar hymn
prepares many » heart to listen to the sermon with sav-
fog eff.ct

One of the crowning victor'es of Dr. Lorimer's last
past’ rate st Tremont Temple was in that he secured a
choir leader whko was in intense sympathy  ith him in
saving men —and by his arrangement this leader was al-
wayr precent st the weekly prayer mecting selec'irg
and leading all the music and oft gave his word of testi-
mony for Christ

Q 1estion— Are yon not mistaken in holding the cholr
as a body rerp nsib'le ? Arenot the choristers wlo se-
lect the music wholly to blewe?

Answer—Thank vou, no doubt but tha' you are r'ght,

Quest'on—Then can you tell me why it is that intell-
igent ch risters wil' pereist in forciog new tunes vpon
the prople?

Arswer—Can {t be that it is simply for want of a study
of the suhject ? We have Sunday School Couventions
t> discuss how best to teach so #s to lead men to Chrie*,
—when do we hear of choristers conventons to discuss
how best to lead in praising G»d in order that souls may
be raved ?

Quert'on—My difficnlty with the choir is, that though
they profess to serve both God and the Charch, they do
not seem to consult the wishes nor feel anv accounta-
bility to either God or the church. Can youn suggest =
remedy ?

Answer—Thank you, brother, for o clear a statement
of the case, How. wonld this do? ‘‘If anv of vou lack
wisdom let him ask of God.”” If choir leaders wonld
arrange to preface their rehearsals with a few short
prayers for divine aid, it might work wonde:s in develop-
ing in them true joy in the worship of God by the gervice
of song. = Naturally their next thought would be—since
we now have trne joy in service can we longer bear to
see the whole congregation robbed of the privilege of
worship by our singing new tunes? No! No!! We
will sing old tunes, any kind of tunes until all the
peorle with us shall praise the Lord.

‘What about anthems ?

We regard it as sppropriate that a choir shonid have a
free hand in. the seiection of anthems —mzanwhile we
have witnessed most happy results when the choirin
regular Sabbath services rendered familiar revival selec-
tions ‘nstead of anthems

What have you to say of the performances of choira
and sololst, when it is difficu't, if not impossible, for the
aundience to understand the words thev sing?

Answer—The chief value of a gospel song is, that the
sentiments of the song is made plain to- the hearer,
‘‘He that speaketh in an unknown tongue ed fieth him-
self,’” not the hearer. I Cor 14:4 Is it not a waste of

the congregation's time when they cannot understand
the words,

Tremant Temp'e, the world aronnd, is regirded as a
mrdel charch Their rule {8 to sing onlv old tunes {n
the sreat congregation Well do I remember Dr.
Lorimer's dilemma in that Sabbath morning dervice.
Professor Chelina, for eleven years thelr musical director,
hid arrabged to sing a new tune. The first verse was
nearly through. , The great aud'ence was sil'nt. The
Doctor was cquh to the occasion, as he sid,. "'The

ple don't koow thit tune W2 will slng thé next

ymn and sing O'd Hundred, pleass. The volume of

song from that great company was in itself a ¥hanks-
gl ing to God, aud to Dr. Lorimer for the chavge.

Never shalr I forget the pathetic appeal o' a ‘madel
cherlster to the young people of the church, as he urged
them to obtei~ a 1 the musical ‘raining possible but to
have one motive in it'all, in order that thev might the
more effectively aing the gospel of Christ, tha' men may
be saved thereby.

The most effective Christian soloist to which I ever
listened—said with beautiful simplicity ‘‘that she always
went to her public services—after much prayer for divine
help inorder that souls might be saved through her
sineing of the gospel.’’

D:ar readers—Are we not now all convinced that
generally the singing of pew tunes iu the public wor-
ship is s sla, a shame and & crime against the God of
our salvation as ;nu a8 an insult to the intelligence of
the ;




