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A Baptist Adverb.

REV, W, M, WARKRN, M, A

Whilst pursuing the undergrduate course ab Acadia
College some years ago, it wah my pivilege to spend the
sutmnter vaostions in doing a little missonary work on
Prince Rdward 1sland, After the manner of the Aposties,
two of us went forth {n company to bear the good news
of the kingdom to all who were dis | to give beed t0
the message. My follow-laborer was an ordained evan-
wolist, & man of congenial apirit and good natural ubm!lu.
though lacking s collegiate training.

Our humble efforts were graclonsly blessed of (M in
the conversion of & number of persons,  among whom
were pome  who had been brought up under the
spiritual guardisnship of offier denoniinations,  Of thele
own secord, and {n pursuance of convietions renched by
& palnstaking and prayerfal study of thy inspired Word,
these converts earnestly desired 1o follow their divise
Master in the ordinnnce of baptism, and to wiite In fels
lowship with & ehureh whioh-emphasived the docteine of
the new birth, Whilst studiously svolding anything
Hke o spirit of proselytism as belng allen to the genius
of true Christianily, we could not refuse compliance with
the ressonable wishies of these' trusting converta | and
they were therofore baptived on & profession of their
faith in Jesis Cheist, and recelved cordially into the
fellowship of the Baptist ehureh

An estesmed divine of o different persuasion, who re-
garded Bimsell aa charged with the splritual watohoars of
some of these converia, manifested much displensure at
our apparent (nterference with hils ecoleslastical preroga:
tives,  This was not, of couree, o matier of very great
surprise, It was naturl and 1o some extent excusable |
It might even be regarded an pralseworthy, Instead,
however, of endeavoring (o secure the return of the win.
derers by ressoning with them and seeking to convines
them of the unsoriptural oharacter of their courss, the
good man deemed it 1o be more “herole and effective to
deal directly with the thieves whom he charged with
baving stolen his sheep

fhrewdly forecasting the possible contingencies con.
nected with sudh an undertaking, he wisely summoned
0 hin asslstange & distioguished Doctor of Divinity, of
thie same falth and order, whose dinlectio abilities in the
arena of theology and New Testament exegesis wore
known and feared throughout the land, A formal visit

“on the part of such dignitaries an these might well
awaken a measure of solicitude in the mindi of the un-
teined evangelist and of the fledgling from Acadia,
The ostensible purpose of this visit wes to ascertain by
what anthority the missionaries presumed to administer
the ordinance of baptism 19 those who had in infaney
been made recipients of that saered rite,

The gauntlet was thus throwh down, and the challenge
courteously accepted, In polite and plain terms the
reasons for our procedure were fully presented, Infant
baptism was shown te he unauthorised by Soripture and
repugnant (o reason, New Testament baptism was shown
to be an act of personal consecration, preceded by gen.
wlne-repentance and faith on the part of the candidate,
admitting him at once to the enjoyments and . privileges
of the Christian chureh, We claimed the Master's
authority te go into all the world and preach these doo-
trines, baptising in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, all who professed faith in Jesus,

The erudite doctor, who had been quietly studying Fia
surroundings and waiting for A opportune moment to
magnify his office, seemed to regard this "as a fitting
Juncture to enter into the discussion, With an air of
profound wisdom he inquired i we had a Greek Testa-
ment at hand, He was promptly assured that we were
in possession of the necessary article, for no ambitious
theological student of Acadia College pretends to face a
cold and unfriendly world without the benign assistance
of a genwine Greek Testament, The book was speedily
produced, and we were asked to read Acts 161 34, glving
special attention to the clause pranslated, '‘and he
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house,' Seargh-
ing questions were anked by -the learned interrogator
respecting the grammatical analysis and wieaning of the
original words, The point of the argument gradually
became apparent, In place of the expression ‘' with all
his house '’ the Greek equivalent was found to be the
word pawoikei, which the classical render at once recog-
nizes as an adverb, A literal translation of the passage
would seem to be simply this, * He rejoiced, belleving
householdly in God.' In other words, it was claimed,
that the jailer believed in hehalf of his household. He
exercised family faith, and in virme of his faith his
househiold was iupuzed. “This is an unfortunate ad:
verb for the Baptists,'’ argued the shrewd divine, ‘* since
it demolishes at one stroke their favorite stronghold re-
specting believers' baptiam, -and clearly suthorizes the
practice of baptizing infants in virtue of the faith of their

parents.”’

m-vui-ron.

Here was o stunning argument for the w nm\hlnhud
missionarien to face,  1f the grammationl exegesls of the
learned doctor was correct, It was difcult to see how his
conclusions could be rejeeted. It became very plaln that
‘we miist either find & more satisfactory meaning for this
perplexing Greek adverb or forever abandon one of the
strongest oitadels of our faith, ©

There In confessedly much subtiety {n the construction

_ of the argument here outlined, and it sometimos

for demionstration amony those who are not famillar with
the grammatical and lexioal use of Greek words, We
have met this plausible method of reasoning in more than
one locality, It s therefore worth our time to give it o
brief review in order to make plain to all (ntelligent read:
ers the precise fuots of the ouse,

To every candid mind It must-be obvious, In the firt

place, that the interpretation of the good dévtor
wecessarily proves a great deal more than even he would
be willing to sdmit, For, if the Philipplan jaller ocould

_bulleve [ behalf of his entire household, Including as it

certainly did all the olilldren, servants and guests con.
nected with the famlly, there was-nothing (n the nature
of the ease to prevent him from exerclaing the same falth
in behalf of the friends of these guests, in behall of the
entire country of which he was & oitisen, * Burely It wan
quite an rensonable for Kim to belleve powdemel ~ for all
his counteymen, an to belleve pawodbe/ < for ull his
household, On the glven theory there Is nothing to
lmit the Imputatiye virtue of 4 Chrlstlan's faith, With
such & magnificent opportunity and such a glorious
privilege he might be able, by a herole act of faith, to
save the sutlre human race, If he might not even go s
far as 1o resus lost spirite from perdition. Doubtiess
the eritieal dogtor would hesltate to preich such a doc
trine an this | yet it logieally follows from his exegeétioal
promises, The theory of ewercising faith in behulf of
others does not seem to admit of any definable limitations,
It proves oo wmuch,

But o further difficulty arises from this wonderful
theory, If the jatler could believe in behalf of his houses
hold, why could he not be baptiszed for them? In other
words, why should not his baptism, us well as hin faith,
be acoepted of God in behalf of his household? Thix is
# question which nelther the doctor nor his friends of
kindred falth have ever anawered with the slightest
degree of satisfaction,

What an fuspiring sphere of usefilness opens hefore
lho 1 whose Mlg avalle in an uulhnuml measure for

s Iomnl It |\|:aum
l rw ke of nkm nn lnced to the
arodh ul losa fortunate mnmh. Francis Xavier seems
\0 have exercised such faith for eastern !wu\luulum with

-the trifing defeet that lig loft them (u the same condition

a8 that in which be found them, We are of the upluion
that faith by proxy (nvariably leads to this result,

1ot ua turn our attention for w Jittle while to the mean-
ing of this curlous adverh, The word pameibel i de

. rived from the Greek paw, all, and oidos, a housohold,

Its more classionl form s pum:mn the dutlvn case of an
absolute nominative, In that form it meaning s
riectly clear, oorno?omlln to the translation given in
ll' ubove quoted, Hy a Greek idiom this dative
ken the form of an adverb, whilat atill retaining its
(htlvo signification. Many {nstances of this use of Greek
adverbis coul oited, but the olassieal reader can
verily the correctness of my statément by consulting any
guod Cireak lexicon,

The fmport of such an adverbial dative may be
made plain by the use of an exactly squivalent English
form of e ion, Wesay, with granymatical acturacy,
‘' The teacher, with his uplln. Witk present," or ‘'The
father with hh children was baptised.' Here, although
the verh is in the. dagulnt number, in each case it is
dmhmly understood that what s affirmed of the teacher
in the g ven sentence (s also affirmed of the pupils, and
that what is predicated of the mlm in likewing predicated
of his children, Thus the duzlvc pmmm‘a idiomatically
changed into the adverbial ‘ﬂma iked 1n correctly
mn utod in our Aulhotlnd Version by the equivalent

' with all his bouse,"! The eminent divines who
uudo thin translation will scarcely be suspected of having
beeri unduly biased in favor of Baptist sentiments in
givlu this undmn Had they entertained the view

eld by our erudite riend‘ respecting the meaning of
this ungommon adverb, thcy would eomhﬂ{ have trans.
lated it—'' he rejuicod believing in God in behalf of all
his household,” ~ The fact that they did not so render
thc chm i luﬁchn! evidence of their nj:ahu of sueh
jon, In like manner tlie scholarly authors
ol t.ho nd Vcrlion have, by followiug in the foot-
steps of their predecessors, given their emphatic dis-
. ) ol o‘i,. any wch .5!0;“%“ unlmlri propos
that & comparison of similar pas.
"?:’m"m- in which thhp:' verb occurs would
do much :;' of uuking‘lu meaning plain,
d is not to

Unlonmhl, found in luy Sother
portion of the Testament, We are pleased, however,
10 be nbu other sources one or two instances
in wblcb import of the term is nade clear.
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A Faithiul Stewardship.

BY HEY, WALTHR B, VARSAR,

Nothing is more prominent in the teachings of our
Master than his thoughts concerning Wtewardship,
Perhaps we should except what he taughit of the Hather-
hood of God, Hut Jesus made it plain that happiness,
both Liere and hereafter depended upon a faithful dis.
charge of our truats,  “Who, then, {s that falthful and
wise steward, whom his Lord will make ruler” over his
household M

How many of us mlly know the meaning of a faithful
and prowpt embraciag of every opportunity ! But there
have been a fow souls whom it would seem came little
short of doing thelr utmost of service, We want to call
attention to one such-=the life of a humble man, whose
thought of sell was so little his love far Christ so great,
Those wha have read that record of thirty five years of
toil entitled 'Uncle John Vassar or The Fight of Faith,"
will endorse what Dr, A, J. Gordon has said in writing
the imiroduction te it ¢ A life so given up to God that
it would have been literally impossible for kim to have
given mere,'"  One who recently returned the book to
her pastor after reading it asid, "Now I know the niean-
ing of the word Christian.'' We may not all be calied 1o
do the same kind of work ; but when and where called
there gt beuo qumloulnz

“'Where our Master bids us go,

"Tis not ours to answer uo,"
Sowie can do work which others cannot, and it may be
work 16 waiting our undertaking, If we are faithful in
our stewardahip, we will be restless, tll we find angd
do it,

We want to glvc a few incidents illuatrative of the kind
of work Uncle John Vassar was called to do, A pastor
says : In five minutes after ha gréeted Mr. Vassar at the
train his work began on that field, Passingon the way
to the parsonage, in sight of the shop of a blacksmith
the pastor suggested that it would be wise for
Vassar to call there during his stay in the plnc. To th
surprise of the pastor this. “‘winner of souls,"
ongce for the shop, and his surprise grew into w
whnmnwmmmdmmmmmm
-was shoeing, and go with this stranger behind the the forge
to pray.
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