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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

BRERFMAN'S BUTLDING, - ST, JouY, N. B.
SHORTHAND TUITION. TYPRWRITER
INSTRUCTION AND PKACTICE.

We are abis 1o place pupiis in geod paying
positions when competent.
- Lessons tn SHORTHAND by matl. g2
Yor oitculars &+ d fnformaion address mo
Soare ATy, ak (he lustitute 81

18 daily saving life In cases of
PAMala; Typhoid and Relapaing Fever, Diph-
theria, Bright's Disease Neuralgla, lnev-

ia, Marasmus, . Cholera
of children.
in 6 apd 12 on. buttles, at 0 |
cents ‘ana §1.00. 108¢

rut up

SABBATH SOHOOL.

Bidble Lessons,
Studies in the New Testament.
SECOND QUARTER.

April 20, Matt. 25: 14-30.

Lesson V.
THE TALENTS.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.”—Rev. 2: 10

I. Taz Grov¥pwork or THE Parasis. Ii
ie veedful for the right understanding of
its outward circumstances, that we keep in
mind the relation of masters and slaves in
antiquity. Thben slavee were often artieans,
or were allowed otherwise to engage freely
in business, p:xin‘ ae it was l"quou!y
arranged, a fixed yearly rum to their mas-
ter ; or, aa here, they bad money given to
them wherewith to trade on his acoount, or
with which to enlarge their business, and
to bring him in & share of their profits.

II. Tax Exravsrzp Tavesvs, 14. For
the kingdom of heaven: this is not in the
original, but is natarally supplied trom
ver. 1, since the smme sutject is continued
under suother illastration. s as & man
travelling into a far country. He was
going -abroad, and therefore bad to leave
hir affairs in competent hands.

The Householderrepresents Jesas Chriat,
who was aboul to leave his disciples and
£ to heaven, which was a * far coumtry”
in the ernse that his servanis oould not
have visible communication - with him.
Wro called his own seroants

The Servants desote first of all the
aposties, and then sll Christ’s professed
followers, and all who have reoeived from
Christ the privileges and blessings of his
Gospel. ~ And delivered wnto them Ris
goods: his property, so far aa it might be

1 for trading purposes ; his floating
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The Talents were not specifically the
means of oblaining grace for ooe’s self,
but gererically the mesne of diffusing, or
of rendering available to reif ard to others,
the divine grace or gracionsness; the
means, thel is to say, of moting ai once
the interests of the nfm of heaven on
eorth, aud the terrestrial wealth, honor and
glory of the King of the kingdom.

15. And unto one he gave five talentd.
A talent was 3,000 shekels, and na the
weight of the Jewish shekel is variously
estimated, there in counsiderable variation
in the value given to the talent, from
$1,000 to $2,000. To (very man according
to My several ability : or capecity, in pro-

rtioa as he deemed them qualified for
arger or smaller adaministrauon. Took
Mis journey : representing Christ a1 leaviog
the sarth in his M“i presence, and sitting
on the right hand of bis Father in heaven,

1L Tus Max wirn Five Tavexrs, 16
Then: the * straightway™ of the last verse
belongs st the beginaing of this,—straight-
way Ae went. 1L says o us, the demanda
of the kingdom are very pressing; to work
then at onoe without delay; to prompt
In sotion in & cprdinal rirtae in the king
dom. And traded with the same ; literally,
worked ; the + in & teohnical sense, engaged
it basiness, and 80 traded, Tae men who
oconduct large basiness operations hare to
work indeed And made them other five

arsntend by them during the
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talenty. Omit the them. Ho goined five
talents, In %o houest business way he
foubled . hie sepital.  God gives lurge:
opoor unities, faller messares of the Bpirit,
wore importast work, sew spheres of
setion. 1o those who ha oreased their
ahi'ity 1o ue theam

19 After & long time: long in ¥ i
tory of the whale churoh, sad long escugh
in the asse of individoals, 10 sllow them to
maks good use of the trast.  The Lerd of
those sarvanis cometA, Heo was gone a lon
time, but he was sure to return. A
reckoneth with them ; bhas & seltloment
They are 10 report what they have done
with the talenta entrusted to them, It is
Tux Day or Jenauewr.

20. Behold I Rave gained beride them
Sioe talents more. Here it in I have guiced,
I Luke it is, “Thy pound hath gained five
pounds” Both ¢talements are true. All
main in a;\ml-ll things is. toth ours snd
God's whether ia persoval experience (1
Cor 15:10; Phil 2:12,13)or in Christisn
work (John 16:5:1 Cor. 3: 9) we are co.
Isborers with God.

21. Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant. He commends not the acquisition
but the fidelity. Thou hast been faithful
over a few thngs. I wll make thes ruler
over many thinga. Id the kingdom of glory;
or,on the other theory, durirg the mil
lenjum. To the similar parable given in
Luke (19), the rrward is more definite,—
to be ruler over five or ten cities. Eater
theu into the joy of thy lord : participate
jn my jov and share with rje in my pleas
aurs. God will rav ** well dose ” 01ly to
those who have don= well. There are no
emnty compliments in the dav of judgment.

1V. Tae May wita Two Taisxrs. 22,
He also that hed received two talents . . .
gamed two other talenis He was ae
faithful and a= succesatul as the one who
had received five talents, He would soon
he rqal tn anv one who had received five
talents, hnt had not made so good & uee of
thern. Even he who bad recrived bat one
talent conld have surpassed in & short
time on* who used five with less faithful-
neae, What ar inepiration to uee to the
heat of our abil ty all that God has en-

teristed to n« |

23 Well doné, gocd and faithful ser-
vant This pecmd & rvant, morally viewed,
was in all respeots as noble & man as the
firet. His vessel could ot hold as much,
inderd. as the other’s, but it was as full.
ANl faithfal mervants inherit the same
heaven of blign; hut there are diff rent
degr e10f bliss adapted to the oapacities.

V Tue Maw witn Owe Tarewr, 18
But he that had received ome went. and
digged i the earth, Hiding tressure in
the gr uid was & verv common plan for
mfe keeping in & Tand where there were
few hanks or olaces of deposit. And Aid
hin lord's unu Not an aot've ill-doer,
like the wicked servant of 24: 48, but
simply negleotful of the bleming given
him. The one talent may represent the
general inflaences of toe Spirit of God.

Hin Exovsss 24, , 1 knew thee
that theu art @ Aard man ; that i, hare-
neartet | neeunible 10 the feelingn of others
io-allumaterw re'atiog to money, snd henoe
olose-fin'ed aa regarded hh own, Liule

the bard

waa the servant th '

over the ares of the floor the loosened
sheaves of grain. Then he threshed them
and gathered the pm grain. The grain
wai gethered where grain - bearing
stalks were scattered. Bu the servan(
vefore us slanderously charged his muaster
with seeking to gather grain where be had
never soatiered the grain<bearing stalks;
with seeking to t where he had
never expended either labor or capital,

26. And I was afraid: afraid of his
master’s severiy, aad thence afraid to
trade with the talent, lest h honld be
unsucoessful in  his ** adventure.

Hmwo rax Tausxr, This dnpmu the
conduct of all thosw who shut up  their
gifta from the sotive service of Christ,
without sctually prostitating them to un-
worthy uees. Lo, there thou Aast that do
thing lying that he himeelf was
ocrupulom{y jast. He did not steal his
Lord’s mor ey, but returned safely every
farthing. But he adde falsehood to hypoc-
risy ; for his skill, laborsand; time were
his master’s, as 'ell as the mo“e

Tux Vixiry or ms Exousss. 26 Thou
wicked and slofhful servont. The excuses
which men offer for ndhnu. whether to
others or th wa coneciences, are falee;
the real reason is spiritual eloth. He who
buried one talent would have buried five or
ten, if he had had them. Thou knewest,
ete. This sentence in the original should
rather be printed sa an inte mn, ud

rendered * knewest (Aou?”

“QOut- of thine own mouth vnII I Jnd‘o
thees ” (Luke 19 : 23).

27. Thow oughtest thergfors : if you be-
lieved I sm such & man as you say. 7o
phave lu mon was wine,not yours,
To the ngers : 1o the bankers. Re
mnlmuw-m‘ﬂuwy: i ¢, pay for
the use of the mosey. [t should be inter-
est, not usury, ae in Rev, Ver. Originally
the words meant the same, but now usury
means exorbitant or illegal interest.

28. Take ther¢fore the talent from Rim.
The punishmeat for refusing to wee the
talent is the loss of the talent iteelf. And

ive it snto Adm which hath ten talents.
be faithful servant has not only those
ards which grow out of his faithfulnees,
er avd greater things are committed
to n18 oare, new ocapital to produce new
results,
29. For unio every ene that hath ; in the
fisense that the men of two and five and ten
talents had or possessed, by the hold which
taithful use gives. Tae man with the ome
talent duried it; he did not have it, Skall
be given, and "ke shall Aave abundance.
Thie is illustrated in worldly and intellec~
tusl affaire every day. From Aém that
Aath not: has nol made true use of, and
therefore does not really’ possess. Shall
be taken away even that which he hath :
or, 84 in Luke 8: 18, ‘' seemeth to have ”
was gives him 1o bave, and which in some
sense he did bave.

30. Into ouler darknmess: outside of
heaven, away from the presence of God,
apart from the faithful who enter into the
joy of their Lord (see Rev, Ver.) Note
that the punishment is eimilar to the orime,
absence of work beir g punished by absence
of joy and light.

The Shadew and the Dylag Seotchman.

BY MARGARET J, FRRATON,

Wa were spending Bauday in Torquay,
the pretty Devonshire port, which siretones
gracefully along the ourves o Tor Bay.

The air was palpitatiog, that tair Bas
day morning with the rio slody 8f ‘the
Sundey bells. We joined & gre & throng
of people, and were swept sloag in (heir
ourrent 10 omne of the largest dissenting
ohagpels of the piace. We soon found our-
selves in & comfortable mad subsiaptial
house of worship, which the good Awngli-
cans refused (o allow the name of churoh.
The nouse was filled with & quiet and
orderly congregation. [ue regular minis-
ter was absen!, snd in his place officiated
s yonug Sootch clergyman who gave we
one of the woit delightfal sermons I ever
beard presched in & foreign land.  Hie
mnner was simplicity itself; but he had
s vivid sod dramatic way of putting things
that made each listener feel as if <he were
-m;hn? him out and' addressing himeelf
specially to him. His text waa the twenty-
third Pealm, of which he ga ne ran-
ning commentary. When he came to the
verse, * Though I walk through the val
ley of the shadow of death,” he abruptly
rwu&d sod said, “I am a Soolchman;

t me-tgil you 4 little incident that ococur-
red ot very loag ago in the Scottieh parish
where [-was laboring.” He leaned from
the pulpit, and, with the eweeteet of Sootch
acoents, begin in & low, tender voice :

*“I was siiting in my study one Satur
day evening, when a message came to me
that one of the godliest - among the sbeps
herds who tended their ﬂ.\ch upon slopes
of our Highland hills was dying, and want.
od to ace the ninister. ithout -lovs of
time I crossed the wide heath to his com-
fortable lit'le oot Whea I entered the
low room I found the old shepherd prop~
ped up with pillows and breathlog with
such difficulty that it was apparent he was
near hia end. A

“¢ Jean,’ he said to bis wife, ‘gie the
winister & stool and leave us fora bit, fer
I wad see the minister alone.’

“As 3000 a5 the door waa closed he
turned the mott pathetic rairof gray eyes
upon me I had ever looked into, snd eaid
in & voice shaken with emdfion, ¢ Minister,
I'm dying, and ~aad—I'm afraid I”

““T began at once to repeat the stron gest
promises with which God’s Word furnishee
us ; but in the midet of them he stopped

me—

“I ken them a’,
“I ken them a’
gie me comfort.”

“ ! Daycu not believe them 1’

“‘W\ ' my heart!' he replied earnest
Iy,

¢ Where, then, is there any room for
fear, with Aueh 1Y -vm; faith P’

“*For ' that, minister, I'm afraid—
I'm afraid '

“1 took up the well-worn' Bible which
lay on his asd tarned to the Paalm
which I bave read t0 you to-dmy. *You
remember the twenty.third Paalm? 1

began.

R ber it ' he said veh ty,
* I kenned it lang afore ye were born ; ye
need ne read it ;.1 ve conned it & thousand
times on the hillside.” °

“¢But there ll oue verse which you
have not taken in. -

‘* He turned upon me with a half re-

)’ be said mournfally,
ut somehow they dinos

and: utter stonivess of hu own heart, in
giving utteranos 10 such rruel ineolen

fals ond # Reaping where
thow lut-o(m n)unlynu‘ulqh
himeelf the fruita of o'her men’s Jahors.
Gathering where 1how Auuu M  or

to the nahadu-‘.

O ireading

hful and even stern look, ‘Did I ae’
ully- !:;-.-;.d itevery word lang afore

1 slowly repeated the verve, *
Idk&mhllonﬂqu&cm
of death, I will féur no evil, for thom ar
'“h?.h been

¢ You bave (Y ol
Im.udym bave m the lv,:v'.

pass aver the valleys sad over the

hills, hiding for a little while all the light
of the sua. Did these lludowl ever fright

on yon

W Frighten me 1" be said quickly. *Na,
ua! Davie Dooaldhon has Covenanter's
bluid in his veins; néither shadow . mor
substance could weel frighten him.’

“¢ Bat did these shadows never make
you believe that you would not see the
sun again—that it was gone forever ¥’

“*Na, na, [ coulda’t be sic a simpleton
as that!

e Neurﬂelou. that is juat whit you
are doing now.” He looked at me with
insredulous eyes.

““Yes,’ I continued, ‘the shadow of
death is over you, and it hides for a little
the Sun of Righteousness, who ‘chines all
the same behina it; but it's oaly a .sha-
dow ; remember, that's what the Pealmist

cal’ ; 8 shadow that will pase; and

t bas passed, you will see lhn ever
as ih:ll- in their unclouded

“The old shepherd oovem‘f bis face
with his trembling hande, snd for a few
minutes maintained an unbroken silence ;
then, letting them fall atraight before him
on the coverlet, he said, as if musing to
himeelf, * Awpel, aweel! I hae comned
that verse 8 thoussnd timee among the
heather, and I never understood it so afore
~afraid of & shadow | afraid of a shadow !’
Then, turning upon me a face now bright
with an almost sutcrnuunl radiance, he
exclaimed, lifting his hande reverently to
heaven, Ayc ye, I see it &’ now ! Death
is only a shadow~—a shadow with Christ
bebind it-——a shadsw that will pass—na,
ns, I'm afraid ose mair '
<=1t is not possible that any worde of mine
sh)uld haye power to reproduce to the eye
or mind of the reader the tone, the attitude
ani the vivid rendering of ttis little inci
dent. But as the people wended their way
home that Suaday through the streets of
Torquay, not a féw, I am sure, repeated to
themaselves the words of the old lg“phnd
and gathered comfort therefrom :
ns, I'm afraid nae mair!” —Ez.
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The lulhh Army.

These interesting facts concerning Her
Majesty’s soldiers are gleaned from the
United States Army Visitor, s four-page
leaflet which goes to our soldiers in distant

 forts on the fromtier, and is deeigned to

bless them spiritually :

The army is recraited exclusively by
volunteers, Recruita are enlisted for either.
long or short service. In the first case the
mAD engages to serve twelve years, and he
way, on satisfactory reports, be permilted
to renew his engagement for a penod more
or less long up to iwenty-one yrars' service.
Beyond this term he may even remain
pmnamnl]ly in the umoe. with the right
of reliring three months’ after haviog
o'simed his ditcharge. Oo short servioe,
be engages to serve aix y
colors and six in the reser
time after three years he may be dia
on reduced pay 10 the reserve, Qo joiniog
his regiment, he receives, besides his
*“kit,” & present of one pound, and fourteen
peude a day. This sum incresses ra ully.
and may if he beoon ¢ & corpora r
ur.nm to eight or gine lhl”ln‘l. Ha
has, of course, deduction s made from his
pay for hia Iivm¢ But, taking one thing
with soother, the *“private” has at least
five peooe & day to spend | bis uniform i«
elegant and comfortable; be ie' well fol,
warmed and lighted in bai rackes ; promotion
will come of iteelf, and he may retire ot »
pension, if his reporta are good, «fier
twenty oue years' service,

The pay of the officers, like that of the
rank and fi's, is bigh, sepecially on colonial
vervioe. A lientenant of the line in India
or Afrion seldom has less than £400 »
yoar; a captain, £600 or £800; & major
and oolonel’s in proportion. Bat their pay
is almost fnsuffisient for the extravagant
lite the regimeot leads. The “‘mesn”

stem, mstead of reduciog (0 & minimum
the common expenses, ia, on the contrary,
» means of increasing them, and & cause
of mush rivalry, especially in cavalry
regiments, in their luxurions dinvers.
Certain meases possess furniture and chica
to the value of £4,000, and silver to higher
smounta. Of the 186,000 men of which
the active army is composed, 62,000 are
rcquired for India. Of the 100,000 who
remsin, when we have deducted the guards
snd the depot companies, one-balf is
always stationel in Great Briwain and
Ireland, and the rest at Gibraltar, Malta,
in Egypt, at the Cape, and other depeod-
encies all over the world.

A Baby’s Accomplishments.

It can wear out a one dollar pair of kid
shoes in twenty-four houra.

It oan keep ite father busy advertising
i1 the newspapers for a nurse.

It can ocoupy eimultaneously both sides
of the largest-sized bed manufsctureds

It can cauee 1ts father to be \nsulted by
every- boarding-house keeper in the city
who “unever iakes children;” which in
nive cases out of ten is very fortuoste for
the child.

It can mlhe an old bachelor in the room
adj>ining ase usge that, if uttered on
the street, 'onhg get him in the peniten

tiary for two years.

It can from the furthest end of the
room o the foot of the stairs in the hall
adjoining, quicker than its mother can juet
siep into the closet and out sgain,

Thom are some of the things that a

{ osn do. But there are other things as
wel
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