8

THE EVENING TIMES AND STAR, ST.

JOHN. N, B, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1914

e )

A LECTURE ON CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

By Willis F. Gross, C. S. B., Member of The Board of Lectureship of The Mother Church,
Scientist, in Boston, Mass.

It is evident to every well informed
person that Christian Science is a sub-
jeet of more than passihg interest. For
nearly a half century it has rece}ved
most respectful consideration, especially

+ on the part of those who felt the need
of a more practical religion and a more
effectual method of healing. Mal:ly.of
these persons have found in Christian
Science that which healed them mors.ll'y
and physically. As the result of t.hls
liealing they have become better c1'h-
zens, neighbors, and friends. 'Their in-
fluence for good has increased many
fold, not only in religious activities but
in the social life and the business world
as well. They enjoy greater freedom
for they ar: not bound by the limita-
tions of mortal belief as formerly. They
have a truer sense of what it means to
live and render effectual service in the
field of honest endeavor. All this is th.e
result of having gained a more practi-
cal idea of the Christian religion and a
clearer realization of what it is man’s
privilege to know and enjoy today.
Prevalent theories have relegated too

much of good to the past or postponed |

the conscious possession thercof to the
" far distant future.

SPIRITUAL TEACHINGS

Few persons will deny that Christian-
ity has been the greatest power for good
in the history of human experience.
Throughout Christendom at least Jesus
of Nazarcth is accepted as the world’s
greatest religious teacher. Those who
preceded. him prophesied the fuller reve-
lation of Truth, while those who came

after could only reiterate the fundamen-|

tals of his doctrine and acknowledge
their indebtedness to the great demon-
strator of God’s power to deliver suffer-
ing humanity from the bondage of evil.

Jesus’ teachings were understood only
in part and the purpose of his mission
was comprehended by few. He affirmed
and reaffirmed that he taught only the
things he had learned of the Father.
Concerning the purpose of his life work
he said: *“To this end was I born, and

for this cause came I into the world, that,
I should bear witness unto the truth.”|

That he was a faithful witness even his

enemies were compelled to acknowledge.'

When he spoke the word “the people
were astonished at his doctrine; for he
taught others to live, and he demon-
strated the truth and practical worth
of his teachings by healing the sick, re-
forming the sinner and doing many other
mighty works.

The multitudes apparently had eyes
and saw not; ears had they and heard
not. His teachig#s were understood only
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the recognized authority of the inspired
word, the so-called higher criticism of
this age is inclined to question the au-
thenticity of the sacred writings where-
in they fail to agree with scientific de-
ductions from a material basis. Those
unusual experiences which are now re-
garded as miracles,\or contradictions of
natural law and order, are being ques-
tioned today as never before.

If the biblical record of the marvelous
works accomplished by the prophets,
apostles, and the Master is true, then any
teaching, theory, or belief which causes
men to doubt, or to question, is an evil
because it prevents the exercise of that
| practical faith in God which is so neces-
sary to a right apprehension of life and
the proper solution of its many perplex-
ing problems. On the other hand the
teaching which restores the waning faith
and gives proof of God's power and will-
ingness to help humanity in every time
of need, is the pearl of great price, the
value of which cannot be estimated ac-
cording to material standards. Such a
teaching is Christian Science. It brings
more of hope, and faith, and courage in-
to human experience because it demon-
strates the oneness and allness of God,
infinite Spirit. It acknowledges but one
power, one cause and creator. The em-
phatic declaration of John that “all
things were made by him, and without
'him was not anything made. that was
made,” is a fundamental teaching of this
'Science. The Master declared that all
!good is gained, even in this world, by
| seking first the kingdom of God and
{ His righteousness. The student of Chris-
itian Science has learned to demonstrate
|the truth of this far-reaching statement.

/RELIGION AND MEDICINE

' Ever since the dawn of civilization re-
iligion and medicine have been regarded
'as the two most effectual remedies for
the ills of human experience. Every
people has had its religion and every na-
tion its system or systems of medicine.
Every person has had faith in some

method of healing and almost every per-

son has had some faith in religion, Med-
icine and religion, as they are under-
stood and practised today, are in no
sense identical. It is universally be
lieved that they are not even necessary
1to each other.. The study and practise
iis held that medical theories can neither
Ihelp nor interfere with one’s religious
|experience or the benefits resulting there-
‘from. .Both ‘are supposed to minister
{to human needs, but each in its own
iway.

|  Mortals do not look to medicine for

\of medicine can be pursued independ-
lently of any religious convictions and it

DEMONSTRATIONS OF TRUTH

These persons possessed an under-
standing of God which was unknown to
the people, hence they were able to ac-
complish many good works which the
multitudes believed to be impossible.
This was especially true of the Master,!
who demonstrated the power of God to
restore harmony whatever the ,need
might be from a human point of view.

personal experience, and even to this|

of natural law and order,

He walked on the water, stilled the
’t(mpest, fed the hungry multitudes,
| healed the sick, cast out devils and raised
;thr: dead.
]limited. It was not exercised only on
| special occasions or in the healing of cer-
tain types of diseases. It is recorded

that he healed “all manner of sickness|

and all manner of disease among the
people.” When we consider the inclina-
tion of mortals to rely upon earthly
{ things so long as therc is any hope of
: salvation in this direction, we are war-
ranted in concluding that the great ma-
Jjority of those who appealed to Jesus
i for help belonged to the so-called in-
! curable class.

i Among the diseases which are men-
tioned specifically by the sacred writers
as hiving been healed by the Master are
;:‘(:ver, drapsy, palsy, leprosy and insan-
ity. Many other physical infirmities
| were healed. The lame, the maimed,
( the halt, the deaf, the dumb and the
i blind were made every whit whole.

{ To the man with the withered hand
Ethe Master said, “Stretch forth thine
!hand,” and “it was restored whole, ‘like
|as the other.” There was a man who
. had been affiicted thirty and eight years.
He lay in a helpless condition beside
the pool Bethesda “waiting for the
‘moving of the water.” When Jesus saw
him he commanded him to rise and
'walk, and immediately he was healed.;
There was a woman who had an issue;
of blood 12 years. She had tried every!
{known remedy. The record states she,
{“had spent all her living on physicians, |
ineither could be healed of any.” She
,was healed when she touched the hem
of his garment. There was another
'“_woman which had a spirit of ipfirmity
eighteen years, and was bowed together,
and could in no wise lift up herself.”
.Jesus spoke of her as one whom Satan
had bound; which shows that he did
'not believe her affliction was a dispen-
isation of Providence. “He called her
{to him, and said unto her: Woman,
|thou are loosed from thine infirmity
b and immediately she was made
i straight, and glorified God.”

i
|
1

Many of his works were contrary to! ...
day they are regarded as contradictions|
e

iown cause in the presence

one universal remedy for all discordant
conditions; it is the most effective heal-
ing method the world has ever known,
and it avoids the possibility of disast-
rous results of operations and material
methods of healing. It is always avail-
able. Thefe is never a time or a place
ithat the remedy is-not at hand for
|God’s law and love are ever-present and
|omnipotent. Is it not believed that God
'is ever-present to help all men in the
oming of sin? Why then should it
seem unreasonable to declare that God
is ever-present to help in the over-
oming of other discordant conditions?
When Paul was permitted to plead his
of King
Agrippa and the principal men of the

His power to heal was not city, he asked this searching question:

{“Why should it be thought a thing in-
,credible with you, that God should raise
{the dead?” And so Christian Science is
‘asking of thinking men and women of
|today, believers in God, believers in the
|verity of the sacred writings, believers in

{the power and efficacy of prayer, why .

!should it be thought a thing incredible
| with you, that God should heal the sick?
i Is there anything unreasonable in
Isuch a teaching? Is it in any sense con-
|trary to the letter or the spirit of the
Scriptures? Even though one may not
|believe in Christian Science, as he un-
! derstands it, must he not admit that the
'claims of Christian Science are legiti-
imate and in accord with what could be
reasonably expected if one were to ac-
‘cept and put into practise the teachings
‘of Jesus? Is there any reason why one
{should not accept at its full value the
emphatic declaration “He that believeth
shall be saved?” Surely not. Why, then,
should he not accept, with the same
measure of faith that other remarkable
declaration made by the same person
on the same occasion, “And these signs
shall follow: them that believe?” Why
should he not accept that other equally
important utterance of the great Teach-
er, “He that believeth on me, the works
that I do, shall he do also?”

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT HAND

John the Baptist was the forerunner
of Jesus. He came preaching in the
wilderness of Judea and the burden of
his cry was, “Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand.” When Jesus
lifted up his voice to proclaim the gos-
pel of salvation to a waiting world, he
taught the people that something was
required on their part. “Repent: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” was
the keynote of his message. When he
sent out his disciples to preach the gos-
pel and heal the sick, he told them to
declare unto all who had ears to hear,
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

‘light upon her experience. She tells us
i that this book answered her questions as

{ to how she was healed. As she read the
i inspired word in the light of her mar-
velous experience, it spake to her in a
inew tongue. In the spiritual under-
standing of the Scriptures, she discover-
ed the Science of Christianity and
learned how its sacred truths can be
humanly applied to the healing of sick-
ness and sin. :

This new found faith was a l‘ivmg
faith and through her loving ministra-
! tions scores were healed of diseases pro-
~nounced incurable. Being convinced by
| many infallible proofs that she had dis-
icovered the Principle and rule of scien-
| tific Mind healing, she then demonstrat-
l'ed that it was possible to jmpart to stu-
dents an understanding of this Science
which would enable them to heal'the;
sick. Thus was begun the greatest religious |
movement and the most effectual re-
form in the healing of sickness known
to recent centuries.

CHRISTIAN HEALING SCIENTIFIC

While this system of healing is not in
accord with the various material meth-
ods known as medical practice, and while!
it does not harmonize with some of_ th'e
present day theology, nevertheless it is
Christian in spirit and practise, and it
is scientific. It is based on divine Prin-
strated only as

|
iciple and can be demon
this Principle is understand and obeyed.

The teachings of Christian Science and !
the method of application in the healing‘
of sickness and sin are today gxagtiy‘
! what they have been from the beginning.
| What other method of healing adminis- |
| ters the same remedies and proceeds i
along the same lines as it did 40 years
ago? The rapidly changing theories as
to the cause and cure of disease would
seem to justify the assertion, there is,
not one. |

We hear it asked, Is there no progress|
in Christian Science? Indeed there is, but
progress in Christian Science means a
better understanding of God as divine
Principle. This understanding is express-
ed in a more spiritual consciousness and
more faithful obedience to divine law_.

There can be mno contradiction In
Truth. Fvery idea of Truth must of ne-|
cessity be in perfect accord with every:
other idea. What one learns of reality
ig for eternity. It matters not how m.uch
he may learn, if he has really gained
even one idea of Truth he w'lll never
find another idea to contradict it.

THE TEXT BOOK

Mrs. Eddy is the author of “Scicnc,e’
and Health with Key to the Seriptures ™|
the first and only text-book on Chnstiun!
Science. This book is in no sense a sub- |
[ stitute for the Bible, and has never been
| so regarded. Bible students have .denved‘
'great benefit from commentaries andé
various other helps, but they have neve'ri
considered anv of these things a substi-
tute for the Scriptures. Nefther has the !
student of Christian Science considered '
. Science and Health a substitute for t[\e]
| Bible. This book helps him to gain

the spiritual sense of the Scnp_ture:s and
lto make a more practical application of
the inspired teachings in the problems
of daily flife.

{
i

.due to their lack of faith, or spiritual
{understanding.

the disciples failed to heal. In the an-
guish of his ‘heart he exclaimed, “If thou
canst do anything, have compassion on
us, and help us.” The Master replied,
“If thou canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth.” It is
recorded that the child was cured from
that very hour.

When the disciples asked why they
had failed to cast out tpe evil spirit he
told them it was because of their un-
belief. He did not say the case was in-
curable, neither did he say it was God’s
will for the child to be afflicted in that
manner, but he did say that failure was
L]

FITNESS TO RECEIVE

Good is infinite but it comes into!
human experience only as men are pre-,
pared to receive it. Belief in good and.
the possibility of its attainment is a.
step in the right direction; faith is a!
more spiritual quality of thought where-
in one begins to rely upon the Infinite|
and to expect the desired result, but]
spiritual understanding, which is faith
in the true and broad sense of the word,
demonstrates God’s presence and power.

1t is a fundamental teaching of Chris-
tian Science that God, divine Love, has
bestowed countless blessings upon all
mankind. No good thing is withheld;
but there must be an ability to perceive
and a -fitness to partake of that which
has been bestowed. On several occasions
the Master said to those who appealed
to him for help, “According to your|
faith be it unto you,” and to certain
of those who were the recipients of God’s
goodness he said, “thy faith hath saved
thee.” By this he meant that they were
prepared to receive the blessing of
Truth. It is recorded that on one oc-
casion he did not perform many mighty

They were not prepared to receive what
it was in his power to give.

successful healer declared that his fol-
lowers in all ages would be able to heal
the sick in accordance with these un-
changing laws.

When the sick are brought into har-
mony with God’s law they are restored
to health. How is this accomplished?

_The prayer of faith is the unfailing rem-

edy. When it is understood that the
sick are healed by reason of the activity
of divine Mind operating through spirit-
ual law, who will say that the prayer of
spiritual understanding is less scientific
than the mental operation which diag-
noses diseasg according to material theor-

-ies, or that it is less effectual in healing

the sick than is the drug or application

iadministered in accordance with the ma-

terial diagnosis? It can no longer be
denied that.the sick are healed in Chris-
tian Science.even - though the majority
are nof prepared to admit that the me-
thod is scientific. One may question the
method, but he cannot deny the result,

CONSERVATION OF HEALTH.

We hear a great deal these days about
the conservation of health and the means
by which this most desirable end can
be attained. Few persons realize how
much Christian Science is ‘doing in this
direction. Christian Science is a pre-
ventive as well as a curative. Thousands
have been restored to perfect health af-
ter they had been pronounced incurable,
and there is no means of estimating how
many have been healed before they

.reached the so-called incurable stage.

If obedience to divine law heals the
-sick, then the best way to preserve
health and prevent the developmen of
disease is to know and obey the law of
God. According to Christian Science,
laws of matter, and what are termed
lgws of health, are simply man made be-
liefs and not laws of God. Health anc

| works because of the people’s unbelief. freedom are gained through obedience

Ito_Gon_‘l’s law, and not as the result o
being in bondage to the so-called law o

In his parable of the sower the Master mortal mind.

taught that results are satisfactory only !

when conditions are favorable. The soil
must be good, and it must be prepared
for the seed. If the soil is of inferior
quality or is not properly prepared it is
unreasonable to expect a bountiful har-
vest. If one would receive the blessing
of Truth he must make fit preparation.
If he is unwilling to do this he should
not complain when he fails to experience
the good he desires.

OBEDIENCE TO LAW

At the very beginning of his public
ministry Jesus declared that he was not
come to destroy the law but to fulfil the
law. By example as well as precept he
taught obedience to divine Principle.
Neither in word or in deed did he trans-
gress the immutable law of God.

When one learns that eternal good can
be ‘gained in no way except through
obedience to divine law he has begun to
build on a sure foundation. The thought
of God as person has encouraged the be-
lief that one can gzin good merely by
asking for it, but the understanding that
God is divine Principle operating through
spiritual law shows what is required on
man’s part and why it is required.

All sin, sickness, discord and suffering
is the result of a false sense of God and

: The most effectual means of conserv
ing that which is good and at the sam¢
‘time delivering humanity from discord
ant conditions, is to impart the under
standing of divine law, which alway:
works out good and is never the sourc
‘or' cause of evil. “A good tree canno

ring forth evil fruit, neither can a cor
rupt tree bring forth good fruit,” de
clared the great exponent of divine law
If one desires good he must look to th
{source whence good can come. He mu:
{do this understandingly. According
‘his enlightened faith he will receive
blessing he desires.

PHYSICAL AND MORAL HEALINt

It is believed by many that diseas
‘and suffering are to a certain extent i
‘accordance with the divine plan. Jesu
regarded human experience from an en
tirely different point of view, and hi
success in overcoming discordant con
.ditions proved that his faith was right
| Mortals have made a fatal mistake i
i concluding that there is one remedy fy
'sin and another remedy for sicknes:
! Jesus was, as successful in healing sicl
. hiess as he was in destroying sin. W’
i then should he not be considered ar

' thority in the one case as well as u
other? In his teaching and practic

|

by those who had risen above mate"i“l',moral or spiritual help, neither do they

istic beliefs sufficiently to discern their gepend upon religion to heal their phy- |

spiritual meaning. His works were mis- |gica] infirmities. The line appears to be
interpreted because the people failed to very sharply drawn and it is clearly set

understand how they were accomplished |
and to what end.

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY ‘

If there are those who ask why the;
signs do not follow today as of old, they
are told there is no longer any need of|
miracles as an evidence of the truth of|
Christianity. It is asserted that the good
effects of reliigious teaching on the lives
and morals of men are sufficient evidence
that the Christian religion is true. This
is well enough so far as it goes, but
ihe mistake is made in concluding that
the physical healing accomplished by
members of the early church was miracu-
lous and was permitted at that time only
for the purpose ‘of establishing the truth
of Christianity. Is forgiveness of “sin
miraculous? It is not so regarded. Why
should the healing of sickness be con-
sidered miraculous any more than the
destruction of sin? Is it not considered
that the overcoming of sin is an effect
of Christianity and follows as a natural
consequence? Is it not taught that the
more of the Christ spirit one possesses
the less. he is in bondage to the evil
of sin?

The healing of sickness is one of the
beneficial effects of Christianity and it
is no more contrary to the natural oper-
ation of God’s law than is the healing of
sin. Christianity should make a man
healthy as well as holy, and it would
do so if material theories did not limit
the power of Truth. Human wisdom ac-
knowledges God’s power to forgive sin

|

|

but contends that the sick man must|

resort to material remedies and regain his
health through obedience to material
laws. This false belief prevents the
exercise of that faith which the apostle
James declared was able to save the sick.

Mortals have made a fatal mistake in
consenting to the limitations of faith in-
stead of laboring to remove them.
one’s understanding of 'Truth is unequal
to the healing of sickness, would it not
bhe well to search out the cause and
“earnestly contend for the faith that was
once delivered unto the saints?” A per-
son gains nothing by declaring there are
abundant evidences of the truth of Chris-
tianity and that first proofs are no long-
er necessary, whereas he would gain
much by striving for the faith' of early
Christians which was able to heal the
sick as well as convert the sinner.

SEARCH FOR TRUTH

Doubtless the principal reason why
mortals have lost sight of some of the
practical results of Christianity is be-
cause Pilate’s question, What is truth?
seems to remain unanswered. It cannot
be denied that mortals are materialists
in theory and in practise. While it is
admitted that there is spiritual truth,
vet it is held that material truth, so-
called, is just as real as spiritual truth,
and has vastly more to do with the af-
fairs of every-day life.

In the search for truth, thought and
effort have been in the main along ma-
terial lines and what has been called
progress is in no small degree merely a
change of belief. Mortal man has been
compelled to admit that much of what
he at one time believed to be true is not
true. Wherein he has made matter his
starting point his progress has been
‘negative in character. He has simply
learned from experience what is not true.
However, there is encouragement even
in this, for the man who has discovered
his mistake and rejoices that his eyes
have been opened, is far in advance of
the one who is in error but believes he
has found the truth.

SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY

1t is a generally accepted theory that
man is possessed of a dual nature—i. e,
he is both material and spiritual. This
theory seems to accord with the belief
that truth is both material and spiritual,
and this belief is responsible for the con-
flict between what has been termed ina-
terial, or natural, science and religion.

'The Bible is accepted as authority on
spiritual things. Among believers in the
Christian religion, it is considered that
no higher authority exists, for “holy
men of God spake as they were moved
bx the Holy Ghost.”

1|

forth as to what one may, or may not, !
|expect from either, It is true that re-

ligion is sometimes appealed to when
material remedies have failed, but this
is not because it is believed there is any
connection between religion and medi-
cine.

imeans have failed, and the boasted wis-
{dom of this world says there is no hope,
the human heart has some faith, feeble
though it may be, that God is able to
heal the ills of the flesh.

NO INCURABLE EVIL

casions medicine is able to provide the
needed help, and at other times religion
ralone can minister to human needs, yet
ithere are many problems of daily life
which seem to be beyond the reach of
either medicine or religion. In these try-
ing experiences mortals are left to con-
tinue the struggle as best they can. If
they succeed, it must be in their own
1 strength, and if they fail they must suf-
fer the consequences of work = poorly
done, or left undone. The seeming
helplessnes sof mortals and the never
lending struggle against fearful odds
ishow the great need of a universal rem-
'edy—a remedy which will effectually
i heal the ills of human experience. Chris-
'tianity is such a remedy and the Science
of Christianity proclaims the joyful
.news that there is no such thing as an
{incurable evil, either moral or physical.
| Obedience to the law of God is the one
'universal remedy for all discord.

The law of God is eternal and its
harmonious action cannot be interfered
with. In the study of the Scriptures,
one is impressed by the fact that in the
days of old, faith in God’s presence and
1power was able to remove mountains
and provide whatever was necessary to
establish harmony.

i

|
i

{
|

I

Many of the dem-
'onstrations of divine power were so ex-
itraordinary that they are considered
|supernatural and the people are told it
'is unreasonable to expect a repetition of
[such unusual experiences.

That which is unnatural is contrary
to the law of mature. When it is un-
derstood that the law of divine Mind
is the only real law of nature and that
divine Mind never sets aside its own
eternal law, then it becomes evident that
whatever God has accomplished for any
people in any age was divinely natural,
and it is not unreasonable to expect such
a recurrence of those wonderful works
as occasion may require.

LAW AND PROPHECY FULFILLED

Among the ilustrious characters .of
sacred history are Abraham, Moses and
Elijah, but the greatest of all is Jesus.
Abraham appeared in the history of
human experience when there was great
need of a more practical faith in good.
In obedience to the divine command he
went out into a “strange country,” “not
knowing whither he went.” He learned
to ‘walk by faith, not by sight” So
strong was his faith in the time of sore
trial and great temptation, that he has
been called the father of the faithful.

Moses was the law-giver. It was
through his understanding of Truth
that the children of Israel were deliver-
ed from the bondage of Fgypt. In the
fullness of time he received the ten com-
,mandments engraven on tables of stone.
He was perhaps the earliest writer on
jurisprudence. He gave the people an
elaborate code of laws to govern them
in all the affairs of life. He was their
wise counsellor and guide during the
forty years sojourn in the wilderness,
and it was their faithfulness to what he
taught that made it possible for them to
go up and possess the promised land.

Flijah represented the spirit of proph-
ecy which looks “not at the things that
are seen, but at the things that are not
seen,” and judges “not according to the
appearance,” but judges “righteous judg-
ment.” In the life, the teachings and
the works of Jesus faith becomes spiri-
tual understanding and law and proph-
esy are fulfilled. In him was revealed the
way out of Egyptian bondage, through
the wilderness of human beliefs, doubts
and fears, intfo the consciousness of
spiritual being where harmony reigns

Notwithstanding supreme,

Rather does it show that in the
hour of its extremity, when all material ;

| In at least three instances the dead] To repent means more than to be
|were raised to life. The daughter of 'sorry for wrong-doing. The literal mean-
]..Inu'us had just died when the sorrow-|ing of the word translated repent is “to
ing father appealed to the Master for:have another mind.” Paul said, “To be
help. In the case of the widow’s son the carnally minded is death, but to be spir-
funeral party was on the way to the|itually minded is life and peace.” Is it
burial, and Lazarus had been dead four|not evident that if one would escape
days. But no mortal belief, no material from sin and disease, which result in
! condition, not even the conviction that: death, he must’ “have another mind§”
death is enevitable and in accordance§So long as mortals are in bondage to the
with the divine plan, could prevent the | material sense of things, heaven, harm-

writings of Mrs. |
blic service which!
ly effectual church
r t which she
r supplying

The various other
: Eddy, the unique pu
i she instituted, the tru
| organization and governmen
established, the provision fo
the world with an abundance of pure:
Christian Science literature, all go to
i show how clearly she realized human-

i ity’s great meed.
A WISE LEADER. :
Mrs. Eddy was one of the most cap-

man. That which produces discord is}PPYSICaI and moral healing were on
not the remedy for discord, and can; Nowhere did he intimate by word .
never succeed in removing it. When: deed that different remedies were 1
this self-evident fact is recognized it duired. When the people murmured b
will be understood that the only remedy ; ¢2use he said unto a sick man, “T}
for evil is that which cannot produce or | ins be forgiven thee,” he asked “Whet
contribute to evil. ier it is easier to say, Thy sins be fo

Paul had a clear sense of truth and g‘."en,,,th"e; or to say, Arise a
| error, good; and.evil, and throughout his Walk?” To the impotent man whe
writings he is very careful to separate | e healed he said,’ “Behold, thou &
one from the other. What could be more: Xade whole: sin no more, lest a wo.

While it is believed that on some oc- |

demonstration of God’s power to destroy.
even the last enemy. ;

UNIVERSAL REMEDY

The Master’s demonstrations of Truth
were so varied and complete that it
seems strange humanity has not seen in
these healing -works the proof that
spiritual understanding is tle universal
remedy for all the ills of human ex-
perience. The failure to realize this can
be accounted for only as one considers
that these works are regarded as mir-
acles: i. e, it is believed they were
in some way accomplished contrary to
the natural operation of the laws to
which men and women of today are
subject. This erroneous conclusion has
prevented the demonstration of a power
which is able to deliver from every form
of evil.

Impossibilities do not occur. What
has been done in the past can be accom-
plished today. If a particular result has
followed the combination or succession
of causes, that result will always follow
when the same and no other influences
are at work.

Because mortals have believed that the
healing works of the Master were un-
natural experiences, they have not tried
to understand how those works were
accomplished; notwithstanding the fact
that the great demonstrator of God’s
power to heal all human ills, declared
that the believer in all ages would be
able to do the works that he did.

MIRACLES DIVINELY NATURAL.

Believers in the Christian religion have
accepted the miracles of the Bible as
demonstrations of divine power. Chris-
tian Science presented. a new view of
those miracles when it declared that
the wonderful works accomplished by
holy men of God were not contraven-
tions of law. They were not brought
about through suspension of the laws of
nature, nor by arousing dormant forces

i

to their former state.

tural result of the operation of

Because a law is not recognized is no
evidence of its non-existence, and be-
cause the operation of law is not com-
prehended is no proof that the law is
inoperative.

All progress is the result of obedience
to law. The wonderful inventions of
the last century were as possible 6,000
years ago as they are now. There is no
law in operation, or in existence today
that has not been in operation since
time began. And there never has been
a law which is not in operation at this
moment, If this be true, and if the
works of the Master and his followers
were the result of obedience to law,
then all those works are possible today,
and even greater demonstrations can be
expected. for no intelligent person be-
lieves that the possibilities of infinite
law have been realized.

ADVANTAGES OF
CHRISTIAN HEALING

Many helpless invalids have wished it
were possible to heal the sick today in
the same manner as the sick were healed
by the primitive Christians, and most
persons are. persuaded that if such good
works could he accomplished, the hope
of overcoming the ills of the flesh would
rest upon a more sure foundation. Chris-
itian Sience declares that it is possible
to heal all manner of disease through
Ispiritual means, as was demonstrated
:by the members of the early church,
isince those healing works were accom-
‘plished through obedience to divine law
and that law is in full force today
manifesting the will of God.

'This Christianly scientific . method of
healing has many advantages. It is the
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ony, will ‘seemito. be afar off. Only as
tually minded can they

|they become.s
see things as t*‘;' really are and under-

stand that “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

Even though'there may be differences
lof opinion as to where heaven is located
land when and how it is to be gained,
all are agreed that in heaven there is no
sin, sickness, nor death. The revelator
saw a new heaven and a new earth and
he heard a great voice out of heaven
saying “And’ God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed
away.” In view of the fact that John
saw this new heaven and new earth
inearly 2,000 years ago, must it not be
ithat this harmonious state of existence
is the reality of being now?

WHAT IS REQUIRED

The declaration that “the kingdom of
‘sible of attainment. Jesus said to his
disciples, “Except your righteousness
(shall exceed the righteousness of the
iscribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no

case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” ;
Here was the emphatic declaration that |

'a sense of righteousness, or right think-
!ing and living, higher than was enter-
tained even by those who were regard-
ed as the spiritual leaders of the people,
was nessary to gain eternal harmony.
While it may seem that the chief pur-
pose of the Master’'s work was to help
those in need of help and to convince
the world that his teachings were true,
yvet the great benefit of those works to
{universal humanity, is to be, found in
!that they were practical applications of
ithe Truth which he declared would nev-
er pass away but would remain for all
men to understand and demonstrate.
Heaven will never be more real than
it is at this moment, and it is at hand.
Nethi=~ but the mortal belief in the

and powers which have since returned |reality and power of evil can prevent a tracts from th
Those healing iman from entering this kinglom now. !tion healing,

works were marvelous because human |GGoc’s will is supreme and absolute in'this method of healing,
experience was unfamiliar with them. heaven. It is manifest in the harmoni- human point of view, is establis
Nevertheless they were the divinely na- | odus operation of law. To understand ,a foundation more enduring th
law |and obey divine law is to enter the which -supports the gigantic

which is ever present and ever active. kingdom. More than this is not required jen

:and less will not avail.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE DISCOVERED

The term Christian Science was used
by Mary Baker Eddy to designate the
ipurely spiritual method of healing both
isin and sickness which she discovered.
{Mrs. Eddy was a faithful student of
'therapeutics and theology. Previous to
her discovery she was a believer, to a
'certain extent, in the then prevailing
methods of healing, although for many

sical effects to mental causes. When but
a child she became a member of an or-
thodox church and faithfully adhered
to its teachings so far as she was able
to accept them. There were some things,
as for example the doctrine of predestin-
ation, which was so generally taught in
those days, which she could not accept
because they were not in accord with her
thought of God as Love.

It was Mrs. Eddy's great need of
physical healing which led to the dis-
covéery of Christian Science. T'he reme-
dies known to medical science had fail-
ed and her physician said there was no
hope, but her faith in God did not
waver. She turned to the one infiinite
good for help and her prayer was an-
'swered. She did not regard her restor-
ation to health as a special dispensation
‘of Providence. She believed and after-
wards proved that it was the divinely
natural result of the operation of law
which could be understood and demon-
strated.

There was no person to whom she
could appeal for an explanation of this
wonderful healing. There was no- book
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{heaven is at hand” implies that it is pos-

able and successful religious leaders _uf
this or any age. As students of Chris-
tian Science we realize that if we would
gain the greatest possible good .from her
| teachings we must have the right' con-
lcept of her life and her works. In|
'the true sense of the word a leader is
'one who goes before, and the most cap-
'able leader is the one who is the most
successful doer.

When Mrs. Eddy gave to the world
the fundamental teachings of Christian
Science she was not promulgating a
‘theory. She had long since passed the
theoretical stage in her work. It was the
' demonstrable idea of Truth which heal.s
‘morally and physically that she set
forth in her writings. During the more
than forty years she labored to estab-
lish ~ Christianity on a scientific basis
|she always went before, and when she
ilifted up her voice it was to speak of
| the things she had found true in her own
|experience.
¢ Tt is often the case that a leader seeks
'to impress his followers with a sense of |
the greatness of his personality, but Mrs. |
Eddy was never influenced by such a
motive. She never lost sight of the
Master’s wise counsel in the Sermon on
the Mount, ‘Let your light so shine be-
'fore men, that they may see your good
| works, and glorify your Father which is
‘in heaven.” From first to last it was her
{earnest endeavor to turn the thought of
"the people away from her personality to
{God. -To those faithful students who
iso lovingly accepted her as their God-
.appointed Leader, she said many years
| ago, “Follow your Leader only so far as
ishe follows Christ” (Message to The

1Mothcr Church, June, 1901.)

IENLIGHTENED FAITH

We sometimes hear it said that phy-
sical healing accomplished in Christian
| Science is merely the result of faith, Let
it be admitted that faith is desirable,

to the point than his positive declaration
that “to Be“carnally minded is death:

! but to be spiritually minded is life and

peace ?”
The carnal mind includes all evil, but

evil and is life eternal. To human belief
the tares and wheat, good and evil, truth
and error, grow side by side. Spiritual
understanding separates the chaff from
the wheat. All that emanates from
divine Mind is good, while that which
originates in mortal mind has no legiti-
mate place in consciousness,

DIAGNOSIS

It is apparent to all that sin is a qual-
ity: of the carnal, or mortal mind, and
that it can be overcome by gaining the
true sense of good. It is not, however,
so generally understood that sickness is
from the same source as sin and that it
can be effectually healed in the same
manner. The influence of thought upon
the body is being recognized more and
more, and mental conditions are being
taken into consideration even in the phy-
sical diagnosis of disease. It is admitted
that many times what are regarded as
purely physical conditions could not re-
sult from the same natural causes if
mental conditions were different. Even
from a material point of view a har-
monious mental condition is most de-
sirable,

In all the affairs of human experience
it is believed that to understand the na-
ture of a trouble and what has caused
it, is a great help in overcoming the
difficulty. This is believed to be es-
pecially true of disease, and many per-
cons argue that before one can heal a
disease he must know its name and
nature and what has caused it. A cor-
rect physical diagnosis of disease is weil-
"nigh an imnossibility, as is shown by
the great diversity of opinions among
those learned persons who have spent

spiritual consciousness has no sense of !

years she had endeavored to trace phy- |

vears of study along material lines.
Many times what is considered a cause
rather does it show that|is merely an effect, and the first or
even from alprimitive cause is unknown. It must
hed upon | be admitted that many sick persons have
an that | recovered, or at least appeared to do so,
financial -1 when the physician was unable to deter-
terprises of a commercial age. mine the natvre of the trouble or what
Take away faith in men,. in business | bad prodneed it.
methods, in the value of securities, and | One celebrated physician and surzeon
especially faith in the certainty of suc- {declared it to be his honest conviction
cess—what would you have to build ! that nine persons out of ten would re-
upon? Very little, if anything. It must eover without the aid of material rem-

!yes, even necessary; this in no way de-
e practical value of Chris-

‘be admitted that the value of material edies if they would simply let nature
{things is largely mental. When faith in take its course. It is admitted even by |

va
' depression which
Irestored.  The
ibusiness man is as much dependent up- [und for this purpose only are they ad-
ion faith as on anything else. : lministvred by those who emplov the:mn.
{ Human faith in good is not a thmg'LAWS OF NATURE

[to be esteemed lightly. It needs to be |

encouraged and strengthened, for with-| Let it be granted that sickness is the
out faith the attainment of good is im- |penalty paid for breaking nature’s laws
possible. Faith is by no means a weak- |either knowingly or unwittingly. Then
ness; on the contrary it is an indication |the question arises, How can the suffer-
‘of strength and power. In the Secrip-|er best atone for the wrong that is done
tures we read that ‘faith is the substance | and regain his health?
of things hoped for, the evidence of nature is asserting itself in behalf of the
| things not seen.” Faith in the possibility Isick man, how can the unfortunate one
lof an achievement is necessary to suc- place himself in the position to experi-
cess in any undertaking. In all ages ence the greatest possible good? There
those who have contributed most large- |are vatious forms of medical practise, all
ly to the world’s good have been mcnl(-luiming to. work in harmony with na-
land women of great faith. iture’s laws, and those in nced of heal-
{ 1In his truly wonderful dissertation on ing must decide between them.

aith, contained in the eleventh chapter! Christian Science teaches it is divine-
'of Hebrews, Paul writes, “He that com- [ly natural to he healthy and unnatural
‘eth to God must believe that he is, and [to be sick. The discords termed sick-
that he is a rewarder of them that dili- |ness and sin, and all other inharmoni-
gently seek him.” 'I'he opening sentence | ous conditions and experiences, can be
of the Christian Science text-book, | dealt with as intelligently as can the dis-
‘Science and Health with Key to the |cords of music or mathematics, and they
'Scriptures,” is as follows: “The prayer [will be overcome as readily when
that reforms the sinner and heals the 'divine Principle of harmonious being is
isick is an absolute faith that all things ' understood and the laws thereof intel-
‘are possible to God—-a spiritual under- |ligently obeyed.

standing of Him, an unselfed love.” Acording to Christian Science, laws of
! On one occasion a father came to nature are not laws of matter but laws

lues is destroyed there is a period of the advocates of material methods of

|
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continues until faith is | healing, that all that drugs can do is to
so-called hardheaded ; helv nature heal the sick. and to this end

If it be true that !

the |

thing come unto thee.”

Jesus declared that he could do not
ing of himself. Whatever was acco,
plished was the work of God. Isitn
evident that he considered the healis
of sickness as divinely natural as t
healing of sin? He did not teach th
there are two laws, one to be obey
by the sick man and another by t’
sinner.' There is but one law, the la
jof divine Mind, and obedience to t
{law is required of both the sitk a
the sinful. Whatever the human ne
obedience to the law of God will sup)
that need, for God is infinite good a
“no good thing will he withhold fr
them that walk uprightly,”—are obedit
to divine law,

Jesus commanded his students to h
the sick and cast out devils as well
preach the gospel, and this comma
| was faithfully adhered to until mor
[bellef substituted material methods -
| God’s power in the healing of sickne

CHRISTIANITY IS PRACTICA”

Christianity as Jesus taught it 1.
fectual; being effectual, it is practit
and because it is practical it is the pri
lege of every man to find in his o
experience the proof of its truth :
power. Christianity is not rightly
prehended until it becomes practical,
it is not a matter of faith merely. ©
Scriptures declare that “faith with
works is dead.”

There is great need of a religion wl
heals, and a healing system which
thoroughly Christian in theory and pr
tice. Christian Science meets these
quirements. It heals both sickness :
sin. It relies upon and recognizes
power apart from God. Its teachi
are found available in all the activl
of human endeavor. It renders effec!
aid in every time of need, and is prov
itself to be the one universal remed-
human ills.

After the resurrection the Master
peared to His disciples and comman
| them to make disciples of all natit
| “teaching them to observe all thi
! whatsoever I have commanded you.”
i gave them this assurance of divine g
i ance and protection: “Lo, I am with
alway, even unto the end of the wor
This sweet promise is being fulfil
Men are learning from experience i
spiritual understanding never faileth.
is the one thing needful, and there is
limit to what it can do for men. I
sent to “heal the broken hearted,
preach deliverance to the captives.
recovering of sight to the blind,
at liberty them that are bruised!

When Paul gained the understanc
of God’s law as supreme he boldly
clared, “The law of the Spirit of 1i¥
Christ Jesus hath made me free f
the law of sin and death.” The apc
did not fear to claim his God-g
rights. The law of God had rend
null and void the so-called law of
and death and he rejoiced in the lib
';vherewith Christ, Truth, had made
ree.

1 Mrs. Eddy writes in Science

: Health (p. 281), *“To hold yourself
| perior to sin, because God made

}superiur to it and governs man, is

{ wisdom. To fear sin is to misunders'
the power of I.ove and the divine Sci
of being in man’s relation to God,
doubt His government and distrust
| omnnipotent care. To hold yourself
| perior to sickness and death is eq
wise, and is in accordance with di

Science. To fear them is imposs
when you fully apprehend God
' know that they are no part of Hi:s
| tion.

“Man governed by his Maker, h
,no other Mind—planted on the Eva
{ ist’'s statement that ‘all things
! made by Him (the Word of God);
t without Him was not anvthing v
that was made,—can triumph over

|

|
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save the Bible which could throw any Jesus bringing his lunatic child whom of divine Mind, and the world’s most ' sickness, and death®




