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it " now, and the quay of the once flourish-
.| ing little port is eserted and bare. Un-

i derstand that the majority of the mcn
2 folk belonging to the Amlwych were sea-

faring men, and they all went to the

war at the first call—the “call of the

P “Bil” S1H sea” they termed it. In fact, seventy-
.I:he Story of . Blh Williams five per cent of the boys who' have left
i And His V. € the elementary schools of the town for
. many years have been sent to sca, some

§ of them rising to ;:ommand the llargcst
e : vessels that steam from Liverpool.
}!ow_ British Admiralty T°°k, Care Ofl William Williams was a typical Am-
" His Pareats so That They'd Be At lwych sajlor.d His m‘ot‘l:er beli:,lved in
g : m and so did his father. And when

Buckingham Palace When Honor they learned that he had, through great

- Was Confer.ed by King . gallantry, won the Distinguished Ser-
N vice medal they were not so surprised,
-4 : bus were nevertheless filled with grati-
. tude.

(By Mordaunt Hall, New York Herald) | The elder Williams opened the door
" Richard Williams was about to take He h?:d tliat he hadh give;! the }t\ele-
gram bearer long enough to give up hope
© his bed when he heard T.he . of anybody beinsg in the place. But such
rat-tat-tat on the door of his home in{ could not be the. case in Almwych, as
Amlwych, Anglesey, Wales. It was the | Mr. Williams knew,, for some time that
announcement whicg told him that for!night in the tiny town he would be
the second time in his life he was to found and the dreaded message deliv-
receive a telegram. ered to him. It chanced that his eyes
Mr. Williams was an aged man, with | met a girl instead of a boy—a girl bear-
stocky, stooped shoulders and, like the|ing a brown envelope. He wondered how
husband in “The Monkey’s Paw,” = he| they would put the death of his son,
feared going to the door, not because of and as his education had been neglected
ghosts or burglars, but because he had | he preferred to leave the reading of the
an intuition that this telegram would | message until he could get it read by
tell him of his son’s death at sea. More- | some nfan or woman who conld read it
over, Mrs. Williams had heard the knock'| quickly.
and she also was loath to learn the news.| Thereupon, after snatching the mes-
She was in the rear room of the little | sage from the uniformed girl, Mr. Wil-
cottage, and for the Jast month bad|liamd closed the door on himself and as
been extremely anxious on account of re-| fast as his aged legs could carry him he
eeiving no news from her son, William | went to the home of W. T. Jones, chair-
Williams. man of the Amiwych Urban City Coun-
Darkness had fallen. To Mr. Wil-|cil, thinking all the time that he might
Bams it seemed as if it might have{be followed_ by his wife.
been so much better if the telegram had| In throbbing voice, eyes dry, he told

been until the sun streamed | Mr. Jones that he had just received the’

into the gtﬂrv‘ndowmthefaceofhstmmthhtheever might get
the tiny structure. That son “Bill” had | about his son. i
won the Distinguished Service .medal,| “Ar’ rd like you to read it to me

and tears hed welled from the eyes of quickly,” said he, fumbling ‘with ~his}’

both parents when he returned for. the| cap.

first time since Al 1914, when he| . Mr. Jones took the brown envelope| ’

bad joined. the Royal Naval Reserve; and ripped it open. He glanced at the
among others from Amlwych. writing on the telegram form, and when
Amiwych is a guaint old town in the he looked at Mr. Williams, he discover-
Wmdm. Nearby is|ed the old. man's face buried in his
sol “This is good news,” be said. “Some-

of the young men have gone to thing to 'make Amlwych prouder than
the war that the mines are not worked ' she has ever ‘besnof ‘her' mine or any-
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thing' in the world Bil’ has won 'the| as anblemished a&s it ‘was the first time| somebody suggested to Mr. Williams | and a scene which was bewildering, but
Victoria Cross.” it was won by a gallant ‘soldier, Cap- | that he had better wear a frock cout|not their son. They were escorted to

The old man looked up, and then walt-| tain H. M. Jones, another Welshman, in | down at the palace. their room, a large one, sumptuously fur-
the Crimea, on September 26, 1857. ‘| “Suppose you are right—you are very | nished, with white bathroom adjoining.

queen, with many officers

Thereupon ' Mr..

He read the Admiralty telegramy So Mr. and Mrs. Williams, whose total| why they had not heard from “Bill” | Valor.”

“The e Victorla Cross,” said W « "
t |for such a long telegram, but that|in white a giant R. N.” and for the| himself on this auspicious occasion, and 7
the old man, and without walting for the | | jpper sheznor‘hbi':hpsha.nd had money | first time in their lives  they bowled | then, too, he did not . want * to Nt ‘:’h};clﬁ ltewas“t;ne kh:gl:‘l?hs

Enﬁoml, He was not called back by : g R ; :
+' Jones, who knew that he wo ald be :;;:,nt::n m thhqed lward from their | For the first time in their lives also they | lent coffee—boiled eggs, toast that was|p. Amlwych couple.

y money’ regulerly. ¢
M'N.B;«t_f' s mattgr of fact the gone astray. had a chance to weary of the journey, | at half-past ten o'clock that morning,

$
< #Your son, Willlsm Willlams, scamant y L t
in the Royal Naval Reserve, has been Mr. Jones, &
awarded the Victorla Cross for con-{, .. 55t one shilling and sixpence in| automobile when they emerged from the| worried. Finall 5 what looked to

‘I’ known the world over as Euston. They, to be hoped that he swould .not be late|j,5¢

are invited to be t at the investi- ! 2F v
pregent at i that Will would us to be'‘theré: in portals of the hotel as they were watch-| jng something about su

morning, and an Admiralty automobile

home to you to Bangor, where you
either since the war, and it never had| finest in London. another gray automobile

will find seats reserved for your jour- Cross.” .
to London. At Euston station you He then left th%couple to talk it over,| been much of a place for lights anyway.| ~‘The great, swift machine swept along| Mys. Williams.

an Admiralty automo- but in less than

saluting his parents. Soon thg king and

of their staff,

% walked along, and one after another the

: i ed the blouses
i rudﬁu"“sﬂe" ntly to himself the rest of the| P “Jopes, of the Urban kind,” declared Mr. Williams. They were shown the way to their de(clortat:ﬁons ‘:ﬂ:hp“:;me:n A: a ,:;;lm,,
% : vi with wile City Council, went to. the Williams cot- (St ti‘r‘n e cnet” room after the meal, and next morning, ?\l;d tl;latcl?tt(l)e broenze Maléese cross,made
you are invited your tage. He ‘found the oid:folks sitting up said the friend, “as you must leave this| long before the others were out of bed, | o L captered 1 i Cx"lmea,

to go to Buckingham Palace the day af-| S8, ice, “the -door having been {eft | afternoon.” MaE md Mrs. Williams were wondering . o "1, Jower part of which was “For

vestiture—the ceremony = at which the ope. eal d b thirty- da = i \

: o3 and after he had finished Mrs. Williams | wealth had been rty-seven and one-; Mr. Williams took a nervous peek at the s _ i

| King of England ’will s ”the Victoria said that #it was very Kind and thought- half cents, left that afternoon in a war| Strand, but was afraid to wander too int;nedessu:Sd.t::“e gr:gt crimgh'i :e:«}eﬂﬁ:eny

Cross on your son’s breast. ful of the Admiralty to pay éo much| gray automobile, on which was painted| far away. For one reason he might lose nd“ acc:rdinl ; t: Mr. f&:s ot Amrll'
- to pa; And, ’ i

of the king to
impressed the

m to be read to him he sli CRITLY
3 enough to go to London, even if their | along the country roads to Bangor at a| “Bill.
e door and hastened to tell Mrs. | 060, paja.  She said that for 8 cpest, O ffty to sixty miles an hour.| At breafast they had cofee—excel- | Ta ok B af,“é"&u‘e“;“ﬁ‘a‘iy sy

4’ gending them | got on board a train for London town.| perfect, two kinds of jam and marma- R
w it‘mu‘st, hé“’ Hours afterward, when they had not| lade. ”l‘he investiture was to take place thhe:ptkég cﬁs m;:}x"e:t:,s e'k‘idszd Bil}
e e 't enough money?” laughed| they reached the great Tar station | and still “Bill” had not arrived. It was i’:°3’;;3;“ﬂtsi‘&“{‘,‘}cl‘:;a‘“gf;:‘;dms‘“m;”

«Mr, Jones,” sald Mrs. Williams, “we| half expected that “Bill” wouldibe in the| for the ceremony. - Both-parents .iwm 'I“:: “admiralty ’a“toﬁome' took “BilL”
of da and v hem \

srrardect danger and conspicuous cour-| WSTC JCh, “(inirtgaseven and a helf | dertbs of the stHiON But s petty of-|like the same automobile which had ‘g“fg‘h’:{;,,;;f’,Bg;c:",}“‘;m;o::z;:*;*;f;
cents), and it’s a shiime, becausc I.know :; t;v! the royalomavy accosted them | met them at Amlwych came up to the| them on the train for Bangor, mention-

bmarines and

ture in Buckingham Palace on Thursds; 3 : B atas 2

& 7 | the palace when he reod” ves the medal.”, “hir. “Williama?” - ing for “Bill” As a matter of record,| fighting as his excuse for receiving thi
will meet you and your wife at your “Medal be blowed! ejaculated Mr.| London was dark. They had expected | this automobile was probably about| gecoration. He was 2ull of storics‘ g
4 Jones. “Its the V. C—the Victoria | that. Their native town was not lighted| twice the horse power and one of the| when the t'rnin reached Bangor thﬂ.; :‘;s

for Mr. and

’ be met alf an hour, although|There was a whirring and a popping, | the Mall into Buckingham Palace,where “RIY__“BIlI? s
bile, which w}gm you to a hotel and it was desperately late for Almwych, |and . soom, with their little bags, they | scores of other automobiles were in line. toBtul:em"i uflm. ;Entloot]l:i::t;z{ :;lr:v ;’:’;

lay. It was

the following ‘day you will be driven to] he returned with a leather purse led | were_under way for their hotel. They Mr. and Mrs. Williams then found them-| the port where his shi
Buckingham Palace to view the tnvesti-| With bank notes, ' '{had ‘never stopped at anything' more selves in an inner court, for this was an| war time .
ture” “And never you fet things run down “than an Inn in their lives. The British| open air investiture for the heroes of s

My, Jones the message several again that way,” sald ‘Mr. Jones, him-{admiralty pelieves in entertaining the | Britain. They sat with other mothers The British Empire is i

i
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n this war bex

re-read
times, Even to him it was like a page self furtively rubbing his eyes. “There | relatives: of a hero with due ceremony, | and fathers on a platform, and soon Mr.
from s novel of the war, It was hard | ave men in Dayid Lloyd George's coun- and to this aged couple it was unbeliev-| Williams scratched his -head, and said f:“;f,;taffo‘“{’,,{.':.ﬁ.inah&l‘;;i‘:’t,?.}‘,ﬁ,;ﬁ

to imagine that the youngster was one try who will do a lot more for that|able when they feebly walked from the|in an audible whisper to his wife: oul:
of those who had won the greatest dis- youngster of yours.” darkness to the brilliancy behind the| ~“Bil’s over there at the end of the ;ﬁmdé'éf;‘: it:elt:i ﬁr:it;gl;tollett hseo E$;
tinction ‘which the empire comld give! The next day Mrs. Jones brought a|blinds of a London hotel. Before them|line, 1 do belleve.” are fighting a tiger-nation, soulless,

to a man, s distinction which remains ' black silk gown for Mq. Williams, and were Frerich officers, American officers’ Sure enough, “Bill” was there. He was cruel and savage to the core.
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