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THE WEATHER.

Today and on Saturday moderate to 
fresh west to southwest winds fair, not 
much change in temperature.
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JAPANESE DIPLOMACY WAS ROMANCE BEGUN IN FINLAND 
TOO MUCH rqR MR. LEMIEUX ENDS IN HAPPY WEDDING HERE

Canada’s Proposals Are Politely Turned QALHOUSiE T Q Interesting Nuptial Event in U. S. Im 
Down by Japanese Government, and ru my tjcui migration Office at West Side—John
Minister of Labor’s Long Trip Was Mt" JokaiWiito Married His Beloved After

Practically Without Result BOOM Nine Years of Waiting.

THIRTY BODIES TAKEN FROM 
DARR MINE DURING NIGHT

i

i

Gradually the Tale of the Latest Awful 
Horror in the Pennsylvania Coal Belt 
is Being Told—Believed That 200 
Men Are Imprisoned in Mine* t

—
Minister Lemieux also desired to se­

cure from the Japanese government a 
note giving the exact number of laborers 
that the government proposed to allow 
to emigrate to Canada. This was also re­
fused. There is reason to believe that 
Canada will receive a verbal assurance 
identical with that given the United 
States,'the Japanese government declining 
to surrender any ' right contained in its 
treaty of alliance with (Great Britain 
whereto Canada bedame a. party.

The Japanese government is engaged in 
preparing a programme of administration 
under which the promise of limitation can 
be fulfilled. Minister LeiineUx will prob­
ably leave for Canada next Week, going by 
way of Siberia and through to London.

A romance begun in Finland some nine 
years ago was brought to a happy culmin­
ation at the American Immigration Bur­
eau on the west side yesterday morning 
when Alexandra Felina Heikkilo became

intimated he was not mistaken in his cals 
culations and, as years rolled on becamd 
more and more convinced that his life 
would not be complete without a helps 
mate. j

He longed for his lady-love in far away 
Finland and at last made up his mind to' 
have her for his own come what would,] 
and so it was that, as they could not be 

The nuptial knot was tied by Rev. G. wedded in Finland, .he would have the 
F. Scovil, rector of St. Jude’s Anglican ceremony performed under the protecting' 
church, and after the ceremony the hap- ; wings of the American eagle. When ahol 
py couple left for the groom’s abode in landed here, however, Uncle Sam’s au*| 
Michigan. thorities on finding that she was minus tbsj

According to competent authority the ‘long green,’ thought otherwise and so ittj 
worthy John Jokoi, decided that he would happened that “two minds with but at! 
go abroad in the world to eeek bis for- single thought, two hearts that beat aai 
tune and decided to try his luck in the j one,” were at last united, but in the lam* 
land of the stars and stripes. As already j of the beaver and the maple-leaf.

The Pittsburg Coal Company has ar­
ranged to provide for all of the victims. 
A large number of coffins were ordered 
from Pittsburg last night. The blacksmith 
shop of the mine has been converted into 
a temporary morgue and undertakers are 
being brought here from surrounding 
towns to promptly care for the bodies as 
they are brought out.

It is believed that a majority of the vic­
tims are Americans. Such of the foreign­
ers as belong to the Greek Catholic 
church did not go to work yesterday 
morning, that they might celebrate St. 
Nicholas Day, an important holiday in 
their church calendar.

This and other towns of the region have 
been overwhelmed by the crowds attract­
ed by the disaster. Immediately upon 
hearing of the explosion the men in all 
the mines hereabouts suspended work and 

of them hurried here, many offer-

JACOBS CREK, Pa., Dec. 20— Of the 
1300 or more miners who were made pris- 

in the Darr mine of the Pittsburg

TOKIO, Dec. 20—Negotiations between 
Canadian Minister of Labor Lemieux and 
the Japanese government, which have been 
delayed by a hitch over details, will be 
concluded in the next few days.

It is understood that Minister Lemieux 
has finally agreed to accept Japan’s assu­
rance that she will undertake the self-im­
posed task of limiting emigration to Cana­
da. The exact method of limitation will 
be left entirely in the hands of the Japan­
ese government. It is stated that the 
hitch arose over the desire of the Cana­
dian government to secure a definite prom­
ise, in writing, outlining the undertakings. 
This was positively declined by Japan, be­
cause it would entail a sacrifice of treaty 
rights.

f MONCTON, Dec. 20—(Special)—A meet, 
ing of the executive of L'Aesumption 
held here yesterday when it was decided 
to celebrate the annual feast for 1908 at 
Ste Basile, Madawaska County on the 15th 
or 16th. of next August. Cyprian Mar­
tin, M. P. P. presided and among the dele­
gates were Judge Landry, Hon. C. H. La- 
billois, Senator Poirier, Dr. Gaudet, Mem- 
ramoook, J. B. Gogain, M. P. P-, Kent 
county; Rev. Father Cormier, Chaplain 
maritime penitentiary, A committee was 
appointed to report on the question of 
the French press in the maritime prov­
inces as well as on the questions of educa­
tion, agriculture, colonization and immi­
gration.

The maritime express was delayed an 
hour this morning through a freight train 
locomotive being derailed at Hebert’s Sid­
ings.

Hon. C. H. Labillois, chief commissioner 
of public works, who is in the city says 
that the Dalhousie Lumber Company, 
whose mills were destroyed by fire some 
time ago, has been re-organized and a new 
mill will be constructed and additions will 
be made to the shingle mill. Dalhousie 
has somewhat decreased since the fire and 
citizens' are looking forward with much ex­
pectation to the
system is now working satisfactorily and 
two new wharves are being built, one for
the I. C. R. and the other for the ferry. FREDERICTON, Dec 20 (Special)—The TEHERAN, Dec. 20—Another quicK
The local government is preparing plans public schools of the city concluded a sue- change in the situation at the Persian 
and specifications for the stone and steel cessful term of work at one o clock today capital has been brought about by the in* 
Work in December and for the substruct- and closed for the Christmas holidays, tervention of the priests, who with the 
ure in February. A new steel span is to Public examinations were held this morn- promise, that a satisfactory solution of 
be erected at Cocaigne to take the place ing, and attracted a large number of vis- the crisis will be found, have induced the 
of the old structure. itors. Santa Claus figured prominently in opposing factions to disperse a second

ik occasion to Premier Robinson, Superintendent of the exercises m the primary grades, while time. Consequently Artillery Square has 
-on his “Fore- Education J. R. Inch, and Inspector m the other departments pupils were ex- been vacated and the disorderly villagers 

i 'just liked to O’Blenis went to SackviUe today to at- ammed on subjects taught durmg the h&ve returned to their homes. The tents 
eference to we- *he opening of the new Middle Sack- er™- l*16 pupils of the high school were on Artillery Square, however, are left
£Hk“rtv at ville school. mustered m_the assembly hall at twelve 6tanding beVra^ for uee in case of *

mount temple

K INVESTIGATION ft. 'vHrF' IT r
Bullock in a pleasing speech. HALIFAX N. 8., Dec. 20 (Special)— Chancellor Jones also made a few re- ■ Mzam J's 8»f.cee<fcd “ foTnt-

The Ellis gold medal few" the beet essay The inquiry into the stranding of the C. marks. Led by Principal Foster the mg a new “““f himself as pren>
was presented by Aid. Bnfiock. P. R. liner Mount Te»ple came up to-., pupils gave three rouging cheers for his *>' .Jhe 1?e“ wh® held the positi^se£_

The Trueman goldjffi*! for tegteat Jay before Judge Wallace, with wham tronor. - minister ot-finance, nnnwter brtnë^KBr-
to-ytede' M*V* were Capt. Seeley, and Capt. Neilhall. John'Haines, who was badly injured by J”*1”

Supt. Bridgea. In the coitree of & brief The owners of the ship were represented a faj] a few nights ago has so far re- anc* °* e ducat ion in the. last cabinet -re-
address he said that while manual train- by R. E. Ham... K. U„ Capt. Walsh, C. covered as to be able tokave the hospital. vtbeir portfolios. New men
ing and domestic science had been added p. R. marine inspector was also present. An Acadian named Julius Andrews ar- have been•• appointed to the positions ol
to the curriculum he now looked for mu- Capt. Boothby, First Officer Davidson, regto(^ a few a for breaking into minister of communication, war and com*
sic to be added. Third Officer Russell, and two men on the houeeg on Naahwaak was discharged merce‘

lookout were examined. The evidence from cu8todv at the police court this 
confers the theory of an abnormal cur- mornin The fact the he fitole nothiug 
rent. It was also brought out that cere but moved the parties to refrain
tain instructions given by the captain to f nrosecutinc
the second officer were not followed. The T1*J th-, ., j je ... , , 1 urkeys were quite plentiful in the mareexamination of the second officer will take ,, at pi„htppn -nt„ —rplace tomorrow afternoon. p^und eighteen cents per

Mrs. Carrie Robinson who has been in 
New York taking a Bible training course 
^returned home today.

A soldier arrested last night for drunk­
enness was handed over to the military 
authorities this morning.

The hockeyists are well pleased with 
the schedule drawn up by the New 
Brunswick League at St. John yesterday.

was
oners
Coal Company yesterday by a terrific ex­
plosion, the bodies of thirty this morning 
lie in the main entrance, where they were 
laid during the night by the rescuers, un­
til they can be brought to the surface. 
Some of the bodies are dismembered and 
mangled, and all are distorted by the 
agonies of violent death, and disfigured 
and begrimed by the concussion and the 
smoke and dust of the explosion.

Faint hope is cherished by rescuers and 
friends and delatives that some of the 
men have survived the explosion and are 
awaiting release far back in the mine, 

this reason the rescuers did not take 
to bring the bodies as they were 

found, but pressed forward to open a pas­
sage to and explose every section of the 
mine.

The bodies located during the night will
be brought out today as rapidly as pos-

..............................................
aster made night hidéoue in their village. 
They had expended work because of the 
holiday, and most of them followed the 
holiday custom of drinking to excess. 
Many were intoxicated before the catas­
trophe, and afterwards they put them­
selves in worse condition, some drinking 
in celebration of their escape, and others 
drinking to drown grief over the deatr of 
relative or friend* All night there was 
carousing and disorder, at times bordering 
on rioting. The calling to the mifce of a 
troop of the state constabulary, as well 
as steps to stop further sale of intoxicants 
are being seriously considered.

the blushing bride of Jflftm Jokoi Wiito, 
an American Finn who had prospered in 
the land of Uncle Sam.

m

For
time

THE ST. JOHN HIGH SCHOOL
CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS

NIZAM AS SULTAN 
IS NOW THE BOSS!

NEWS FROM
FREDERICTON

many
ing their services as rescuers. Many more 
are coming in today, for as is usual, fol­
lowing disasters, the miners within a wide 
radius*.* wilâ not resume work for several 
days.

The rescuers report the interior of the 
mine badly damaged. As they advance 
they are compelled to rebuild much of the 
bracing that has been blown out and a 
great deal of blatticing is necessary to 
make possible the ventilation in remote 
sections.

There is a shortage of many of the sup­
plies needed for such conditions and the 
work of rescue will of necessity progress 
slowly. The distance, from the month of 
the mine to the most remote sections is 
said to bey about three miles and it is 
thought many of the bodies will be found 
nearly at the end of the workings.

while the search continues, 
foreign miners who escaped the die- /

lie Has Formed a New Persia»! 
Cabinet With Himself As! 
Premier.

Public Schools Closed Today—- 
Medals Presented.

» I ration gold medal to Harry D. Macaulay. 
. „ In the absence of Attorney General Mc-

Pleasing Exercises Car- Çeown’ ^ caUed up?n
^ j Rev. Geo. M. Campbell to present the

ried Out This Morning:,^ker 8ilver medal to Edlth Wal

—Presentation of the 
Medals.

■rnew mille. The new water

The governor general’s,' silver medal 
next presented by Sen!
Dora Jones, Senator I 
after speaking words of 
the winner to refer to t 
Trueman, and speaking Sf dl present 
hoped that he wouldbe restored to 
good health. He alsL 
congratulate Digby Sa l! 
caste for 1908” but v < 
have heard from him w 1 
men eitting in our par] i

was
or Ellis ■ to Miss 
is took occasion 
jttcouragehnent to 
^illness of JudgeJ

, he♦
,

The closing exercises of the High 
School, as announced exclusively in yester­
day’s Times, were carried out today be­
fore a large gathering that completely 
filled the assembly hall in the High 
school building.

The programme was exceedingly inter­
esting, and brought forth hearty applause, 
and at its closing Principal W. J. S.

_ „ „ »!•*«* « te’tltirsSSt'lfw
Several board of health eases came up school by their presence at the exercises, 

in the police court this morning, but, ow- He -was glad to see many of the old 
ing to the non-appearance of the offend- pupils preaêjjJ. An interim*- w™ jfl«*’-the —“ ^ ^ OT^™t,vo" s& xinTwrS^ctSon &C
morrow rnormng at eleven o dock, and in H]gh ychO0f Where they got their training. 
the meantime warrante will be issued He referred to the creditable allowing of

iaet year’s graduating class in the matricu­
lation examinations. They had been dis­
tributed among the various colleges, U.
M. B., Acadia, Mount Allison, Dalhousie,
McGill and others of note. As an evid­
ence of the quality of the pupils graduated 
from the High School he had great pleas­
ure in referring to the scholarship won at(
McGill by Mr. Johnson, and one captured! 
at Phillips-Exeter by hired Barber. There­
fore the school had every reason to be 
proud.

Principal Myles, in referring to the pa­
per read by Miss Grace Coster, “The
Value of a High School Education, said George W. London, who, on Wednes- 
that he believed that they had every evi-dence that St. John appreciated the bene- day of this week, was dismissed from the 
fits and privileges of a high school eduça- police force, called at the Times office to- 
tion. Within the past twenty years the d3y and stated that he was in the house 
attendance in St. John had doubled. Of Q£ Qara McGuiggan when Archibald Me-

JïïfVSr, w I— ... .h-, ..d -il. » a.
trebled during the period referred to. McLeod had given him ten dollars. Five 
Ncrw-a-days the high school was known as 0f this he gave to the McGuiggan woman, 
the poor man s college, showing its im- ^ McLeod’s request, to get change and 
measurable benefit. then went out of the house. He came

Andrew Carnegie had said that he owed ] baek laterj when McLeod handed him two 
his great success m the steel trade, at | doüars> directing him to give one (to Clara 
which his immense fortune had been made ! Mc(iuiggan which he did.' London then 
to the fact that he had m his emp oy took b;m out 0f the house and let him go, 
none but men of the keenest intellectual- givjn hjm back thc mK do]lars which he 
ity. A great railroad man m the United (Umdon, etill retained. McLeod com- 
States had said that he would have none pjajne<j t0 him of having left money at 
in the employ of the road who was not a thc hduge kept by Amelia Francis, and at 
college or high school graduate, as a boy , Martin g hogging house, but, as McLeod 
who had not enough ambition to ,a I was under the influence of liquor at the 
graduate would have no more ambition in 
the employ of the road than to draw his 
salary.

In closing, Mr. Myles said, The edu retcprcd to jn order to keep the women 
cation of a quarter of * century a«9 j out of trouble, and so lost his position.
not do now.” He regretted the absence, ______  . — ._______ !__
through illness, pf Chairman Trueman, j 
and he knew that they would all wish ,

In his 1

POLICE COURTAN ENQUIRY INTO 
GLACE BAY AFFAIRS

Financial Matters Since the 
Town’s lncorporation Are To 
Be Thoroughly Investigated

Several Board of Health Cases 
Brought Up This Morning.

«

’ 8ÏONEY, Dec. 20 (Special)-One of. 
thé outgrowths of the Bure hell Coal Co: 
trouble is to be found in a report upon 
excellent authority, that an investigation 
into the financial affairs of the town of 
Glace Bay will shortly take place. Th» ru­
mor has been rife for some time past and 
it is understood the rcoal company will be 
the parties who will ask for an enquiry.

A number of citizens, too, are said to 
be interested in the matter and have 
promised the coal people to back them in 
their request.

The coal company is the largest tax 
payer in town, and on these grounds will 
ask for the proposed investigation. IV 
cannot be ascertained just what particular 
cases are to be taken up, but it is thought 
that the whole period since the town be- 

incorporated will be covered by the

against some of those reported.
j. R. Armstrong, acting for the board 

of health, said that James Connell, who 
was reported for selling milk without a 
license, had on several occasions been 
notified to appear in court, and as he 
had failed to comply with the require­
ments of the summonses, Mr. Armstrong 
asked that a warrant be issued against 
him. Secretary Bums stated that Mr. 
Connell had called at the board of health 
office yesterday, when he stated that his 
wife had been ill and he had for that rea- 

been unable to attend court. It had 
Connell

Fred Barker who graduated from the 
local High School has won marked distinc­
tion as a student, having obtained the 
Kingman and Exeter scholarships. He has 
also entered the Boston School of Technol­
ogy where he has also made an excellent 
showing. Mr. Barker is a son of George 
Barker of this city.

INSURANCE MAN IS 
THOUSANDS BEHIND
/

Harry Maughon, of Toronto, 
a Defaulter To the Extent of 
Many Thousands of Dollars.

MEETING CANCELLED
MR LONDON EXPLAINS * OTTAWA, Ont., Dec. 20 (Special)—The 

meeting of the cabinet called for today 
has been cancelled on account of so many 
ministers leaving the city. Hon. L. U. 
Brodeur left this morning for Montreal, 
and will attend the funeral of Mr. Tarte 
tomorrow morning; from there he will 
go to Nicolet to speak for the liberal 
candidate. Si# Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. 
W. S. Fielding leave this afternoon to be 
present at the funeral of Mr. Tarte. Hon. 
George P. Graham has gone to Centre 
York to take part in the political contest 
there and Hon. Sidney Fisher has gone to 
Stanstead to attend the liberal convention 
to select a candidate in place of the late 
Mr. Lovell.

eon
also been ascertained that Mr. 
had employed Dr. Johnston to inspect his 
cattle and the veterinary declined to pass 
them on account of the unfavorable sur­
roundings in which they were kept.

The case against James Boyle, also for 
selling milk without a license, will also 
some up tomorrow.

Ernest C. Wilson, reported for a sim­
ilar offence, had been notified, but stated 
in a letter to Mr. Armstrong that he had 
to meet a party who desired to negotiate 
the purchase of a piece of lumber land 
from him. He will again be notified to­
night.
• Harry Brown and George Dixon were 
taxed $4 or ten days each for drunkenness, 
and the latter paid his fine.

TORONTO, Ont., Dec. 20 (Special)— 
shortage of Harry Mauglian, of the insure 
ance firm of John Maughan & Son, who 
has disappeared, it is now estimated, will 
amount to many thousands of dollars. 
Maughan, it appears, had tilled in a num­
ber of blank express orders on the Cana­
dian and Dominion companies, and as his 
firm stood high in the business commun-i 
ity, he had no difficulty in having the ord-| 
era cashed. These orders amounted, be­
tween the two companies, to about $2,000.; 
Maughan also appears to have been with-, 
holding for some time past, payment froio^ 
the companies of premiums paid on insup»' 
ance placed with Maughan A Son as, 
agents for these companies. The amount^ 
of his defalcations in this way is believed 
to be up in the thousands.

came 
proposed enquiry.

- The civic court case of Keirstead vs. 
Humphrey to recover some $7 for a bag 
of feed, was resumed this morning before 
Judge Ritchie, when E. M. Streight, an 
up-river school teacher, was examined in 
the plaintiff’s behalf, to show that there 
were school sessions between January 
and March, 1906, which he stated was 
true. The case stands for further hear­
ing.

ABANDONED AT SEA
\

Crew of Brigantine Aquila Left 
Her and Were Taken Off by 
An Anchor Liner.

<8-
CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. I. Dec. 20 

—(Special)—The brigantine Aquila has 
'.been abandoned at sea and her crew taken 
off by the Anchor Line steamer Italia, 
bound from New York for Naples. The 
Aquila left Shelburne on Nov. 30th. lum­
ber laden for New York. She was caught 
in the terrible storm of Dec. 1st. and 2nd 
and later in the hurricane of the 8th. She 

owned by Jos. Read & Co. of Sum-

Stanley Ketchel! has agreed to meet the 
winner of thc Papke-Kelley contest, the 
winner to be declared the American mid­
dleweight champion.

/
FUNERALS

The fdneral of Mrs. Eliza Robertson 
took place this afternoon from her late 
home, Wentworth street, at 2.30 o’clock; 
service was conducted by Rev. H. D. 
Marr. Interment was in Femhill.

The funeral of Mrs. Margaret Duncan- 
son was held from the residence of her 
father-in-law, Fred Diracanson, Lancaster, 
this afternoon at 2 o’clock. Service was 
conducted by Rev. J. E. Bishop, and in­
terment was in Cedar Hill.

> / V
NEW YORK, Dec. 20-Secretary oi 

War Taft arrived here today on the steam­
er President Grant, from his journey 
around the world. When seen on board 
ship at quarantine, Secretary Taft said 
that he was not prepared to talk on any 
public questions.

NO LIBEL ACTION HAS time, London advised him to go home.
London adds that at police headquart­

ers he denied all knowledge of the matter
was
mereide and commanded by Captain Basil 
Kelly of Summers!de. Five of her crew 
are Islanders.BEEN ENTERED AS YET OUR WILLIAMS

S5t i ^Aid Bullock spoke briefly of the increas- other cries “lire! Fire! and invokes the 
ing excellence of the high school and services of the chief engineer. The public 
had warm words of praise for Principal meantibe is minding its Ps and Qs.
Myles and his assistants. He then called J]°FFAT OFD RIT T
upon Mayor Sears to present the Corpo- BUrr ALULD BILL.

\

POST OFFICE BUSINESSBUDA PEST, Dac. 20—As a result of 
an allegation of political dishonesty made 
against him yesterday during the sitting of 
parliament, the Hungarian Premier Dr: 
Wakerle, has challenged ex-minister of jus­
tice Polonyi to fight a duel with pistols. 
Seconds have been appointed and the 
meeting will take place very shortly.

John Kerr, Acting for W. A. Quinton, Has Not De­
cided What To Do—Mr. Clark Will Not Apologize 

or Retract. IS LARGEST IN HISTORY
kind, and if the action is begun I Postmaster Hannington Reports That More Christ­

mas Mail Has Been Handled Through the Post 
Office This Year Than Ever Before.

Thc matter of Alfred A. Clark, of Man- 
v<#wagonish Road who made charges at the 
Opposition convention in Keith’s Asscm- 

December 18th, dgainst W. 
A. Quinton, of the Provincial Hospital 
for Nervous Diseases, which charges Mr. 
iQuinton terms slanderous and demands 
an apology therefor, stands as it did yes­
terday.

Mr. Clark in answer to a letter from 
John Kerr legal adviser for Mr. Quinton, 
in which a public apology is demanded, 
has reiterated his charges and says he is 
prepared to back them up.
It was rumored on the streets this morn­

ing that the provincial government would 
be much displeased if the case came up 
for trial at this time.

Mr. Kerr whdn seen this morning said 
g he had not decided what action would be 

taken.
Mr. Clark has engaged the legal firm of 

H&nington & Hanington to look after his 
interests.

Mr. Clark interviewed last evening, 
said:—

“There will be no action or apology of

any
will then give other startling facts along 
the same line.

“I had an interview with Mr. Hazen 
this afternoon and whatever I do or say 
is for the best interests of the party. 1 
stated last evening that an official was 
hauling hay and had been hauling hay 
away from the property of the asylum 
with his own teams into the city of St. 
John or in the direction of the city, and 
that I was not aware that any hay was 
sold by the government to this official or 
any other, as there was nothing to show 
this in the accounts.

“In reference to the pauper lunatics 
that sleep each night at the annex and get 
their supper and breakfast there, and 
work during the day for Mr. Quinton, 
there is nothing to show that anything is 
paid for their services by Mr. Quinton.

“The same can be said of work with the 
manure which is unloaded from the cars 
by inmates of the asylum and hauled to 
Mr. Quinton’s farm. There is nothing in 
the accounts of the hospital to show that 
thc government is paid for these men’s 
work. These are the statements made and 
we will stand by them.”

THE TIMES NEW REPORTER8)ly rooms on

you know that we are about to have an 
election?”

“Oh!” said the citizen. “I beg your 
pardon. I thought it was a fight.”

“Fight your grandmother!” scoffed Mr. 
Binks. “This is a political scrap.’

The crowd melted away and left the 
ancient pair to enjoy their pastime. Their 
voices rose again, but everybody knew 
that no blood would flow. They were 
just having a good time.

<$> <£> <B>
WANT A BRIEF RESPITE.

The members of Dr. Pugsley’s patronage 
committee desire to say that they would 
esteem it a favor if the earnest l^keins 
after an opportunity to get on the salary 
list of a flourishing and glorious country 
would grant them a few hours’ respite, 
to go in search of Christmas gifts for 
their families. The request is reasonable.

loud voices, heard these remarks when 
they hurried up:—

“You’re a grafter!”
“You’r a slanderer!”
“You ought to be in jail!”
“I’ll make you provfe that!”
“Do! That’s just what I want you to 

try.”
At this stage Jamesey* handed one to 

Mr. Binks—with his right. Mr. Binks 
countered and the two old gAitlemen sud­
denly made a display of youthful agility 
that was wholly unexpected and also 
quite remarkable—in evading each other.

But there was an interruption. A 
brawny citizen thrust himself between the 
two and offered this query:

‘Say—you old fools—what’s the matter 
with you? Didn’t you know this is the 
Christmas season?”

“My friend,” rejoined Jamesey, “didn’t

JUST ENJOYING THEMSELVES.
There was 

what seemed
to be an angry 
and entirely
painful dispute 
this morning 
between
esteemed fellow 
citizen, M r . 
Jamesey Jones 
and his long 
time friend,
Mr. Peter;
Binks. It oc­
curred on the 

street, and attracted a large crowd. The 
cause of the dispute was not apparent at 
the outset, but was explained later. The 
first onlookers, who were attracted by

The officials in the post office have been 
kept very busy during the past few days, 
and they will probably be rushed with 
letters and parcels until after Christmas.

Yesterday the largest mail that ever left 
this city was forwarded to New York to 
go to Great Britain on the steamer Lusi­
tania. There were 130 pounds of letters 
and 330 pounds of newspapers. The largest 
consignment ever sent out before was 105 
pounds of letters, two years ago. The 
number of parcels handled is greatly in 
excess of previous years, being fully 50 
per cent greater than ever before, accord­
ing to Postmaster Hannington.

The reason for the great increase in the 
British mails is said to be on account of 
the always increasing population of old 
country people in Canada.

The mail which was brought over from 
England yesterday on the Empress of Ire­
land and landed at Halifax, was the 
largest ever brought to Canada. It con­
sisted of 2014 bags and 1179 packages.

Though the Empress reached Halifax 
last evening about 8 o’clock, and the re­
gular train for St. John left there about 
9 o’clock, thex mail for this city had not 
been received here up to ohe o’clock to­
day. As the steamer is expected to dock 
here about 2 o’clock, it is a question 
whether the mails would not ffiave reached 
here more quickly if forwarded on the 
steamer than they would coming by train. 
The local post office officials could not un­
derstand the reason for the delay, as the 
mails are usually sent by, special train 
when they are too late for the regular.
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