
laid down dnnng the present financial year thev cannot possibly be available for the service of the Fketin the early part of 1916, which is the time at wWch
aZ th "7

'"'''^ ^* "''«°'"*«'y necessa^. *I quUe

wnat Canada may do m this matter, but the ri^ht

saf° tyTfthrEm'"^ *t ".' "'"'* '^ --"U^L'
Countr^ w-n ?• 'J!™- ^^ •'"" '°'<^ "« that the MotherCountry will discharge its full duties. I say that wehave no nght-it would be both unsafe Tdataostan affront to political opinion in Canada-to go onthe assumption that the progmmme will probablvbe approved At all events, it is not approved a^

bmtrd„r1-*''
""'"*" "^'"^ '«^«'*«'J- the'^^s^onsl-bility does lie upon us to provide those ships andprovide them without delay. If the Canadian Gov

wTriVbf °°
"""'V ^'"^^ *"«" "ver^I"m suTe

fTL tl ^ uf7 '""'''' gratified, but in the mean-time the nght hon. gentleman must discharge theobligations for which he is responsible. ItTclearthat in the existing situation he is, first of al th^ships short in 1916, on his own programme.
'"'

Six Ship. Short of What i« Ab.olnt«ly Necewary.

''There are," continued Mr. Lee, "the three

dXtud ire?"' '^ '""^ '°''^* •^ read"aate, and, therefore, on our existing shipbuildingprogramme we are six ships short of the sTrengthwhich he has statec' is absolutely necessary f" theworld-wide prot«,tion of the British Empire in I9I6lie advancing of the three contract ships Z h°s own
aSTtr' '''^ ^'^' """y '""'^^^ no difference at

shall ha™ TJf'°°'° 'l^.^-
^" " ^"^ i« that weshall have thirty-nine ships in 1916 in the Britishprogramme against the next strongest Power wthtwenty-six We may get the thirty-Sine sWps beforethe next strongest Power has got its twenty-si? but


