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lescence; to the days when cannon were first

used, printing invented, America discovered,

and the man Luther, who gave the Germans

their present language by his translation of the

Bible, and who delivered us from papal tyranny,

bom; and Agincourt, and Joan of Arc, are pict-

uresque and poignant features of the historical

landscape.

These rude German tribes had been welded by

hardship and warfare, into compact and self-

governing bodies. These loosely bound masses

of men, women, and children, straggling down
to find room and food, are now, in 1400 A. D.,

France, England, Austria, Germany, Scotland,

and Spain. The same spirit and vigor that

roamed the coasts all the way from Sweden and

Norway to the mouth of the Thames, and to the

Rhine, the Seine, and to the Straits of Gibraltar,

are abroad again, landing on the shores of Amer-

ica, circumnavigating Africa, and bringing home
tales of Indians in the west, and Indians in the

east. This virile stock that had been hammered
and hewn was now to be polished; and in Italy,

France, England, and Germany grew up a pas-

sion for translating the rough mythology, and

the fierce fancy of the north, into painting, build-

ing, poetry, and music.

France, Germany, England, Spain, Holland,


