
Policy of Concealment.

Fight for Original Documents

How CooMrvatiT* Battlet for PubUdty an
Sometimes Won

f«2i ^**t^
Government polieiM the hwdeM to

gy./? tho .policy of concealment. Minirten in
poiiMrton of raoorda may deprive opponenu of««»oe«ary mfonnation, and the maioKy in t£,UoiMe and Committees may choke off inquiry, andCttppreM evidence. J-. »"«

fc.^il'**
**^ '"* *'*'*• y*"* • constant itnuwle

Si!^5 necesharv to bring out the fact. regaXg
the conduct of public buaineM. It was to with thiMerwin contracta, the "Arctic" expedition ac-
??»"*•: t^ North AtUintic Trading CjEiy de^

i^unS"!^'"" "fJi'^K^^'* Department, and theMoounta presented by the Grand Trunk PadHcCompany against the Government. The atrusKieMgMnst concealment culminated in the seeaion of1W» in two severe contests.

A Chanok or Proorakmx
Until 1807-08 the right of a member to inspectdocuments reUting to public business was admitted

It isusual to ask for copies, but originjOTare re-

2Ii!^.!L'"
't ""."pportant to see theTiandwriting,

portmarks, official stamps, endorsements, at^wnere error in transcribing would be serious
At the beginning of his ministry Mr. Oliver in-

vited opposit.on members to consult the files of hisdeMrtmeut in their inquiry respecting weatemland tranaaotiona. Thia year there was a ch«FMr. Ames was refused access to the paDerswd
i^^XA^"^"^" '"'k^''

"»"* fo' th« dicumenta
f5i,^f^j *° ??• 5,V* '^hen he accepted Mr.Ohver'a advice, Mr. Oliver himself requ^ theHouse to refuae the original papers

^""'^ *'^'

J^^^t"^ ^v^^J-
^908' Mr. Ames moved for theonginal application and tendere for three timber

m^Lid.^1*^'"'"".'^™"* the motion was
-C^^ * party vote, though Mr. Ames explained

3m^ fqu»ed the papers and stated tW bewould only need them for half an hour.

The OpposmoN Insist

dedTringT ' ^"^^^ ""''**' * resolution

»i
"^'. *•-*''.• undoubted right of tha nannU'. ,.

I'?."' P«liame„t «»mbl?d. to"UtSfo^Sd o'f^ISi^^

to^l!^'* «'" w^l?
^"^"''nent did not venture

wi,i?K P^^L^*' ^'.""'* .accepted the resolution,which passed unanimously
ui'u",

hJ,LK?^i''*°
supposed that the papers would be.brought down, but they were not!

Sir WarRiD Votes Aoatost Himsfxp

KW^^L^?."^
January, on motion to go intp supplythe Opposition again raised the question, w^nMr. Northrup moved an amendment that:

have thI riiK S*" ™ ^"'' S"?- memb«™ of piriiament

ss.«d"'?iu'tsr2'c,;i^'..''>'
"»»«»» •" '•"• o»^-
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^ *^*™"> ,«:• t«kM> verbatim from Uucuaa
debate Yet the Government and it* majority
voted down the motion.

""^jwny

Thb OoTBRinimT SintRENDBia
There was no eourae for the Oppoaltion but togve up altoflether the demand for tW papera or tostop aupply Conaervative membera reTuaed toaccept t^Mj doctrine laid down and fou"tSSa re-peated by Mr. Fielding, that the right of iSSb.™

™„l^.„ I.'***"?* 'S^'^t only BuchrighU as them^ority choae to allow. — •«•

.k u'°' ^^ "^"inp of January 23rd and 24th.

v^J^^r^lfei^S^fPP'y '^"t °°t an item ^
»K rL*"'*ii'*.^™'*' '*• (5*ven to undaratand

weil rSduMf
"** ""°*^ untn the required papeiv

„i!"'*.^''«''"'"* '"» Monday. January 27th, andwhen the House met Sir Wflfrfd announced Siaurrendor, atating that he had aaked Mr. Oliver tobnng the papers and place them on the table for theuse of members who desired to examine them.

Information Gaixxd
As a result of this victory other original applica-

tions were brought down In response to mSlona.from them it was discovered that bids for timber
limits, supposed to be competitive, were made bythe ume person under different names. It ww
kJi".!. *' "*t ^^° generally suo^ssful biddershad the same habit of not stating the amount of
their tenders but of enclosing two or three chequesto represent it It was learned that these chedues

.

r'.Ti^'^^'.^v ^j"*'*' amounts that if one of themnad been withheld, or were returned, there would beenough left to take the limit from any but the next
hJighest bidder, suggesting that tlie additioiS
cheque was the result of knowledge of other bids,
iheae onginal mpers were the means of disclosmg

k ij T?^,'''*'
the Imperial Pulp Company, whiS

!r„ T ^"'n*^
miles of timber limits, is no otherthan T A. Burrows, M.P., brother-in-law of Mr.

Hilton, by whom the limits were granted. By thismeans it waa found that bids by A. W. Frarer J H
NoUui and John McBain were all tenders from thesame Mr. Burrows or financed by him.
Ihis is part of the value of an original documentand was doubtless part of the reason for keeping it

Other originals obtained revealed the fact hat
supposed competitiTO tenders for dredging were insome cases made by collusion between pretended
rivals, and sometimes by the same persons under
different niunes.

Mr. Brodedr Taught a Lesson
The 8tn«gle for information in respeet to Mr.

Brodeur 8 European expenses, and concerning the
Faleongp deal, involved a fifty-seven .hour sitting
of the House, that is from 3 o'clock on Thuiwhw^'
February 27th, till 12 o'clock Saturday night. Iii
this case Mr. Brodeur had promised to bring down
all the accounts before asking for further votes for
nis department. The minister did not produce the
statements on this Thursday, and yet insisted on
having his vote, though other rainistere had esti-
mates prepared and could have proceeded while
the .MiniBter of Marine was petting Ws papers ready.
<JpDoeition members stood by the agreement, while
stating that they were quite ready to forward any
other business, or vote supply for any other minister
in the meantime.

,

In the end no money was voted for the Marine
department during these three days, and the minis-
ter broughtdown hi4 accounts before the next sitting.


