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p<.r,w.«u8Uy HiMurbed by the operation of demand and supply ; but
•till, whenever any of the articles rise above, or sink below the
•s.,umed .tandard, there i, a tendency in the prices to adjurt them-
•el»es at the points of equilibrium. The great reason for this differ-

ence of value lies in the cost of production. A farmer can rai»e n
pound ofontrreal or flour much more easily than he can raise a
pound of beef or mutton : and therefore he should be rateably paid
for his lahonr. But n&oreover, meat is more nutritious, or capabU
ofsostaiui.ig the body longer, qaantily forquantity, than brearicorn;

and on this other accoan! an effective demand will always exist for

•the former at double the prices of ihe latter. Amongst us during
this last year the relation suljsisiing between these two articles of
farm produce has been entirely subverlrd. B<ef during the greater
part of winter could be purchased at 1|1 or id per (.ound,«hiIe oat-

meal commanded 17s 6d and flour 20s per cwt. At the prerent
moaent beef Is worth 3d lo the market and superfine floor at 9
dollars per barrel-that is at i^d per pound. This is a complele
subversion ofthe order which holds in Europe, and demands the
most serious and grave deliberation, as involving the Frospe.ity of
our rural economy. One sjraud error in this country 'ly* t)etMi the
want of arithmetical calculation, in reckoning up the cost of the
different sorts of produce wbiih are brought to market. F'ew have
any just idea of what it takes to rear a pig, a Jamb, or a calf. Our
farmers are thus ignorant in a great mecsure of relative prices
dependent on the expense of production, and they conduct their
sales under the guidance of the bliude.«t chance. No man surely
darea»Tir« that a given qnanlily „f meat can be raised as cheap as
a given qnan.i'y of floor, and ,., ,o it is that the former during the
whole of last winter has been lo^er th an the latter. In England,
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price of bread is not mentioned, becanse the iea*«Mirv liv.J «»ii(flr yj,


