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gross and wanton iujustice to portioQi of

the proposed Confederation, tliat I foe! it to

be my duty to opjios" it. [t may bf said

that it is i;ot proper tor ihis braueh of tl.o

Legislature to delay the mcM.-iire, Imt T

(]uite concur, on tliit^ p^ nt. iti the view* <<i^

the Hon. gentleman wl'o repre.senl> one of

the largest and most important constitui neics

in Canada ClJoti. Mr. .M.\<i'iit u.so.n), wlioii

he said

—

Aithoueh the LeTislative <'outieil U iirvcliuiiil

by this constitutii) 1 fioin ir'v/\t\ii\\u'^ money voti s

or makinjr monev .iiiproiiriniinii.s of aiy kind.

the\ have it neverthf>l<'?s in the ir [M.wcr zealously

to giinr;! your interr.st.^. protecting' ihein a/ains^t

hasty and ill considered leL'ishition. an') previ nt-

itij; improper and extrava;,'ant apprupiialions of

the public f-mds.

Hon. Mr. MACrHEUSON— I approve

of all that

Hon. Mr CURRIE— I fully cmcur in

all the hon. member from Saugeen stated in

is address to liis constituents, withrcferenee

to this subject, and I hope the hon. gentle-

man will now. \vhen the opportunity is offered

him, act up to the proussious he made, and

I feel confident he will do so. Now, hon.

gentlemen, what have we here before us ?

'^e have a scheme which is calculated to do

manifest and untold injustice to that section

01 the province which the hon gentleman

has the honor to represent. We have a

scheme pledging us to construct the Inter-

colonial Railway without our knowing whe-

ther it is to cost fifteen, twenty or thirty

millions of dollars. The or 'y estimate is that

alluded to by the hon. member from Toronto

who stated that Mr Brypges was propan'ii

to build it for seventeen and a half millions

of dollars.

H-N Mr. MACPIIP:RS0-\—This House

has nothing to do with money inatti.TS

Hon. Mr. CURKIK— If my hon. friend

entertains that opinion, he will very soon

leaTi a very different and importu'it b-.-oti

respecting the privileges of this Hous(.'. It

is our duty as honest legislators to protect

the country from the baneful efft eta of hasty

and ill-considered logislatiim. Well, is not

this hasty legislation that was now proposed

to be transacted by the Government of the

day ?

Hon. Mr. MA(U»fIKRSO.V. -I do not

regard it so, and I tell you why. .My con-

stituents have considercu the question and

are fully satisfied that the proposed legisla-

tioQ should take place

Hon. Mr. CURRIE— It has been said by

hon. gentlemen that the whole scheme con-

sists of concessions. T would ask what con-

cessions had been made to Cana la ? What
concession has been made to the views of the

people of Tpper " -f* " The people will

understand wh; .t i< m .t everything was

conceded on the ;i.i'-; Canada, and compara-

tively nothing on 1) part ii; the Lower Pro-

vinces, when they know that the little colony

of Prince Edward Islaml, with its eighty

thousand jieople. has oS much to say in the

Conference as Lii>['er '!anada with its million

and a half, and as Lower Canada with its

million and a i|uarter, of jieople. (Ilea.-,

hear.) When we conceded to them that

point, the series of concessions on the part

of Canada began. Then we conceded to them
the right of depriving us of an elective

Legislative Council. (Hear, hear.) Who
challenges this statement 'f I defy any hon

gentlemen to say that it was not at the dic-

tation of the eastern provinces, that the

character of the Legislative Council was

changed. In order to settle this { oint. it is

only necessary to refiT hon. gentlemen to

what the Hoti. Minister of Finance stated in

his celebratt.'d Sherbrooke speech with refer-

ence to it. That Was concession number

two. Then look at the proposed Cjustit ition.

The Lower Provinces had only a population

of 7UO,nOO of people. One would think

tliey would be satisfied with the same rep-e-

seiitation in the Legislative ' onncil that

Upper Canaoa wich double the number of

people should have, and that Lower t anada

with nearly double the population should

lie given Hut instead of being satisfied

with 24, they must have 2S members. 'I'here

are 'hri'e distinct and most important (!on-

cessions on the part of Canada to the ptople

of the eastern provinces. And then we go

into the Federation with a debt of only

SG2.500,Ul»0, instead of wi(h 882,5011,000

as we were entitled to. I'heu we are to

saddle ourselves with a burden of Sl.T.OO",-

000. anil give them a lunus for coming in,

in the shape of an annual payment for local

purposes, which we defray in Upper Canada

by direct taxation.

Hon. Mr. MctJllKA—That i.s because

they are to help to p:iy our debt.

Hon. .Mr. CURRIK—My honorable friend

from the Western Division says, they have

to hulp to pay our debt ; truH they have ti)

help to p.ty the debts ol the Confederation,

but that is no reason why they should reeoive


